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INDIA HABITAT CENTRE TAKES ART TO 
METRO STATIONS 

The Habitat Initiative: Art In Public Spaces 
with Maharana of Mewar Charitable 
Foundation

In the erstwhile Princely State of Udaipur, Mewar 
meticulous documentation was a way of life. After India 
became independent haqiqat bahidas (daily diary), books, 
documents, maps, architectural drawings, letters and 
photographs of former State of Udaipur, Mewar are being 
preserved in the City Palace of Udaipur. 

Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation (MMCF), 
Maharana Mewar Research Institute (MMRI) and 
Maharana Mewar Special Library continue to be 
repositories of rich historical resources of Mewar over the 
last five decades. With the advent of technology, especially 
digitization, MMCF has been at the forefront of digitally 
documenting its legacies and making it possible for scholars 
and academicians from all over the world to access these 
invaluable and archival resources.  

MMCF has pioneered the concept of ‘living heritage’ in India 
by developing a constantly evolving model of managing 
heritage and keeping it alive, dynamic and relevant to the 
changing times. "Heritage management had always been 
witnessed as inflexible, rigid and pertaining merely to 
preserving historic monuments. With ‘living heritage’ there 
is dynamism which includes the intangible with the tangible 
heritage, facilitating development and economic freedom 
through modern facilities in ancient environments and with 
inherited skills," believes Shriji Arvind Singh Mewar. 

MMCF shares ancient legacies of Mewar through broad 
based participation and making it sustainable. Since 2008, 
the Museum Archives of the Maharanas of Mewar has been 
unveiling its photographic collections in India and overseas. 

For the first time in New Delhi, the historic photographs, and 
painted photographs, have been showcased in the metro-
stations, under the aegis of the India Habitat Centre and 
DMRC.

Modern visual displays are the perfect means to reach out 
to new and young audiences in the cities. It is an 
opportunity to introduce them to new ideas and historical 
concepts, especially those relating to the visual arts. The 
Museum Archives photographic collection has provided the 
perfect opportunity to bridge the past with the present. 
Metro-commuters have been introduced to not only the 
Custodians of the world's oldest-serving dynasty in Udaipur 
but have also grasped the significance of photography and 
its technological evolution in the Indian sub-continent, 
thanks to the patronage of the erstwhile Princely State of 
Udaipur, Mewar and the MMCF in the 21st century. 

Invitation
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New Delhi: In a first-of-its-kind initiative of taking art to the 
public,India Habitat Centre is displaying art at two metro 
stations in New Delhi at Jor Bagh Station and Mandi House 
station starting January 15,2015. Titled The Habitat 
Initiative: Art In Public Spaces, the project has been 
designed in collaboration with Delhi Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC). The chosen artworks will be displayed on the 
lightboxes installed at the metro stations and will change 
every three months. Moreover,the explanatory text 
displayed alongside would be bilingual being both in English 
and Hindi.

From January till March 2015, at the Jor Bagh metro station, 
photographs from the exhibition, “The Long Exposure at 
Udaipur, 1857-1957”, would be displayed on three light-
boxes. Nearly 20 prints of some photographs from this 
collection would also be displayed on the walls there. These 
displayed images would include ‘Painted Photographs’ or 
hand-coloured photographs and the portraits of three 
generations of Maharanas who ruled Mewar from 1874 to 
1955. 

Udaipur was amongst the earliest places to record the 
appearance of a camera, in the form of the camera obscura, 
an optical device meant to assist in the creation of realistic 
painting. Pre-dating the arrival of photography in India in 
1840,it was used as early as 1818 by Colonel James Tod, the 
British political agent at the Court of Mewar. The 
photographic collection of the Maharana of Mewar 
Charitable Foundation(MMCF), which is on display in the 
City Palace of Udaipur,is a testament to the camera’s 
documentary role in Mewar over a century, allowing for a 
nuanced insight into a complex world of hierarchy, power, 
symbolism and pride.

Says Shriji Arvind Singh Mewar about the collection, “Over 
the last five decades, Maharana of Mewar Charitable 
Foundation has been preserving the 'living heritage' of 
Mewar and Rajasthan, and engaging diverse audiences 
through its World Living Heritage Festivals. With 
publications, exhibitions, and festivals, the 'living heritage' 
of Mewar is being shared with global audiences today. This 
pioneer initiative by The India Habitat centre is one such 
step in sharing this living heritage with the commuters of 
Delhi Metro”.

Photographic Exhibition at a Glance
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Mr. Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar of Udaipur, Trustee, Maharana 
of Mewar Charitable Foundation was Guest of Honour  at 
the  inaugural ceremony along with Dr. Alka Pande, Curator 
of the exhibition and  Ms. Vrinda Raje Singh, CEO-JCI, MMCF 
held on 15th January 2015 at Jor Bagh Metro Station, New 
Delhi.

Book Title 'Long Exposure – The Camera at Udaipur, 1857-
1957'

Publisher: Maharana Mewar Historical Publications Trust, 
Udaipur under the aegis of the Maharana of Mewar 
Charitable Foundation, Udaipur

http://www.eternalmewar.in/long-exposure/



Publication : Millennium Post

Page 02, Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
61&catId=95

Publication : Navbharat Times

Page 08, Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
64&catId=95

Publication : The Asian Age

Page 14, Date : 06-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
62&catId=95

Publication : Deccan Herald

Date : 06-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
69&catId=95
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Publication : The Pioneer

Page 14, Date : 06-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
65&catId=95

Publication : The Hindu

Page 02, Date : 07-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
66&catId=95

Publication : Time of India

Page 8, Date : 07-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
63&catId=95

Publication : The Sunday Standard

Page 2, Date : 11-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
68&catId=95
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Publication : Hindustan Times

Page 5, Date : 12-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
65&catId=95

Publication : Rajasthan Patrika

Page 5, Date : 16-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
80&catId=95

Publication : Dainik Navjyoti

Page 5, Date : 17-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
82&catId=95

Publication : Rashtradoot

Page 5, Date : 17-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
81&catId=95



The Habitat Initiative: Art In Public Spaces with Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation 
at Jor Bagh Metro Station, New Delhi

Jan - 2015

www.eternalmewar.in 07

MMCF Dossier

Publication : The Hindu - Business Line

Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
75&catId=95

Publication : Jagran

Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
74&catId=95

Publication : India TV

Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
73&catId=95

Publication : Delhi Events

Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
72&catId=95
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Publication : NDTV

Date : 05-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
70&catId=95

Publication : Gerbong Art Work

Date : 14-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
77&catId=95

Publication : The Economic Times

Date : 5-01-2015

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
76&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 17-01-2015

 Aatma ki Jwala

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
85&catId=95
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Publication : 

Date : 17-01-2015

 Jai Rajasthan

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
86&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 16-01-2015

 Mint

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
88&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 17-01-2015

 Udaipur Express

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
87&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 16-01-2015

 Dainik Jagran

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
83&catId=95
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Publication : 

Date : 17-01-2015

  Amar Ujala

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
84&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 05-01-2015

   The Third Metric 

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
71&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 05-01-2015

   Aaj Tak

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=18
78&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 14-01-2015

  The New Indian Express Chennai

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=19
13&catId=95
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Publication : 

Date : 8-01-2015

  The Asian Age

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=19
15&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 10-01-2015

  Hindustan Times

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=19
16&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 13-01-2015

  The Indian Express

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=19
17&catId=95

Publication : 

Date : 16-01-2015

  Deccan Herald

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=19
18&catId=95
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Publication : 

Date : 17-01-2015

  Millennium Post

For complete coverage please go to :

http://www.eternalmewar.in/fm/newsarchive.aspx?Id=19
19&catId=95

Front Cover of the programme calendar of India Habitat Centre


