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Bappa Rawal receiving 'Mewar' from his Guru Maharishi Harit Rashi

Painting depicting Bappa Rawal with Maharishi Harit Rashi.
Founding of the State of Mewar was based on the principle of Guru-Shishya (teacher-pupil) parampara.
In this painting Maharishi Harit Rashi is entrusting the State of Mewar to Bappa Rawal, 734 CE
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Bappa Rawal sets out from Nagda, had historical victory over Chittor
and leads to expansion of the Mewar Kingdom
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¢ During the reign of Rawal Ratan Singh in 1303 CE, Allaudin Khilji captured Chittor and later Maharana Hameer (I) recaptured it in 1326 CE.
Hence, there is a gap of 23 years. He was the first ruler to take the title of Maharana.

* Oneyear rule of Banveer, illegitimate son of Kunwar Prithviraj from 1536-37 is not counted.

* Maharaj Kumar Mahendra Singh Ji, elder son of Maharana Bhagwat Singh Ji Mewar voluntarily and formally seceded from the family of
his father.

e Dates given indicate the period of Custodianship.



LIVING INSTITUTION

Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation
56 years in service of humanity as a temple of inspiration

Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation (MMCEF), Udaipur was established in 1969 by HIH Maharana Bhagwat Singh Mewar.

Our Vision: Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation, an initiative of the custodian of the House of Mewar for perpetuation of
its core values such as service to society and mankind also serves as a 'temple of inspiration’ for future generations and continues
the model of sustainability that is 'Eternal Mewar'.

In today's India, sovereignty such as in Mewar has been summarily disposed and replaced by custodianship. These charities may not

be mandatory, but they are a visible and a verifiable expression to care for the well being of the people of Mewar.

The present Chairman and Managing Trustee of MMCEF and the 76th. Custodian House of Mewar, Shriji Arvind Singh Mewar,
once said, "I strongly believe that the activities under the aegis of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation are in tune with the
values and principles and in consonance with the responsibilities and duties laid down from our past”.

MMCEF has achieved spectacular success in:

Heritage conservation and preservation:

*

*

The City Palace Museum entry tickets: Decision to charge 'one fee' from Indian and foreign visitors alike, thus ensuring equality
forall visitors.

Funded by The Getty Foundation, Los Angeles, USA, a comprehensive Conservation Master Plan of The City Palace is prepared
in line with global cultural resource management guidelines.

Continuous revitalization of The City Palace Museum: Opening new heritage galleries and venues for public.

Agreement with UNESCO India Office and Udaipur Municipal Corporation on joint cooperation programme to develop
agenda for sustainable development of heritage cities of India, with special focus on Udaipur.

Pioneered a complete explosive detection in the entire The City Palace premises under a risk management plan.

Promoting quality education:

*

*

Facilitating the development of Maharana Mewar Public School as premier school of Udaipur, providing educational
opportunities for over 3500 students.

Establishing the Maharana Mewar Special Library in 2000 and consolidating resources of Maharana Mewar Research Institute
for scholars and researchers from all over the world.

In eco-management:

*

Development of Mewar Solar Cell to popularize the use of solar-powered vehicles: rickshaws, motor-cycles and boats specially
designed and powered with solar energy.

EUROSOLAR international award and the SEERI national award in 2005-06 for MMCF's efforts in popularizing renewable
energy sources.

Initiating a comprehensive research project on Rivers, which includes preservation and sustenance of natural heritage: the lake
network of Udaipur basin, South Rajasthan. This network of lakes is an exemplary example of conservation methods viz. water
shed management, river inter-linkage, river diversion, lake inter-linkage etc. and presents innovative water management
acumen.

Through philanthropic works:

*

*

*

*

Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards instituted in 1980-81 to honour service of permanent value rendered to society.
Charitable dispensary and medical aid for the under-privileged, disabled and needy.
Medical aid and relief for women and widows; establishment of old age homes.

Scholarships, loans and assistance for students, scholars and researchers to pursue higher education in India or overseas.
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The Palace
Udaipur - 313001
Rajasthan

India

Foreword

The Maharana's position was never founded upon the possession of land, ownership of castles or any material
wealth but on trusteeship, and in its maintenance of what had been so bestowed to Bappa Rawal, the founding
father, and his descendants by Maharishi Harit Rashi, the family guru. All the Diwans of Mewar administered the
state in the spirit of "he whose duty it s to please”.

The rightful responsibility of the Diwans of Mewar is to exercise authority, not as sovereigns but as servants of Shree
Eklingnath ji, bound by custom to serve his will and administer on his behalf. Whatever power they possessed was
due only to their being Eklingnath ji's earthly representatives to the "divine right to rule” inherently possessed by
other kings. This form of governance is unique in the world.

The famous historian Shri G. H. Ojha in his book, 'History of Rajputana’ describes fourteen centuries of rule in
Mewar:

"In the past 1400 years ancient states have perished, many new states were founded and the fortunes of India have
undergone many vicissitudes. Hundreds of princes bowed before the might of the Imperial powers at Delhi and surrendered
their honour, traditions and dignity at their feet, but the ruling family of Udaipur, which is the oldest ruling family in the
world, has not diverted from its path of firmly maintaining its honour and traditions unimpaired, in spite of suffering
innumerable hardships, undergoing untold dangers and sacrificing wealth and worldly comforts. It is because of this that
India looks upon the Maharanas with respect and calls them Sun of Hindus"".
My revered father, His late Highness Maharana Bhagwat Singh Mewar, possessed singularity of vision. He was
deeply rooted to tenacious family traditions. In my recollection he never sought his own advantage in anything. He
believed that change rarely invalidates the past and it does not necessarily imply a rejection of the old. A great deal
can and should be preserved from the past. This applies as much to those aspects that touch our sense of beauty and
achievement, as well as to those that help us to function on a day-to-day basis. In particular we should treasure and
nurture the ancient selfless values that have stood the test of time.

His late Highness Maharana Bhagwat Singh Mewar had an important issue to address after the events of 1971.
Under such changed circumstances, in order to continue and immortalize the name, duties and functions of
Maharana, he had to reshape his role within the four corners of law, and therefore he decided to transfer his personal
and individual rights as a Maharana, into the institution of Maharana. He had to find new ways to enable him and
his successive custodians to continue to perform their duties in perpetuity as Diwan of Shree Eklingnath ji. He thus
converted the institution of Maharana into a juristic person, despite the events of 1947 and 1971. His solution was
based on the fact that no one, or any law, or any constitution can debar man from performing his duties to serve
society. In the form of trusteeship, the Institution of Mewar, in contemporary times, therefore, still remains a
manifestation of rulership.



It has been claimed that the Diwans of Mewar, because of their sense of the truth and honour, have been slow to
make decisions for overwhelming fear of making an error of judgment. Any substance to this claim then His late
Highness Maharana Bhagwat Singh erred by showing foresight in establishing the Maharana of Mewar Charitable
Foundation in 1969, some few years before the constitutional amendment of 1971.

Out of profound dedication and commitment as Diwan to a constitutional democracy, he decided to settle an
endowment of Rs. 11 lakhs, the Zenana and Mardana Palace situated in The City Palace Complex in Udaipur with
all his historical contents into a public charitable trust titled: Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation. He
described this act in his own words "as 2 humble effort to preserve the age-old traditions and obligations of the House of
Mewar ro serve society and assist man to realize bis special status in the hierarchy of God's creations and to serve as a temple
of inspiration to future generations to preserve and protect the spirit of self-respect and self-reliance".

The Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards were instituted in 1980-81 by His late Highness Maharana
Bhagwat Singh Mewar. From a modest beginning of awards only for the college and school students in Udaipur, the
scope and spectrum of awards has been steadily widening from year to year and so have the numbers and the
quantum of the awards. Today, the Annual Award Scheme continues to recognise outstanding achievement by
people who across the social spectrum have demonstrated their commitment to succeed in their endeavour and
render a service to society. It is our constant endeavour to widen the scope of activities for the awards.

One cannot disagree with the statement made by Sir Conrad Corefield at his meeting with Maharana Fateh Singh
during his visit to Udaipur.

"There was clearly something to be said for preserving such qualities for the future well-being of India .

I strongly believe that the activities under the aegis of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation are in tune
with the values and principles in consonance with the responsibilities and duties laid down from our past.

I am proud to be a citizen of India, but in our constitutional democracy it is not easy for me to evaluate, quantify or
explain to others the magnitude of my inheritance. As a result of the creation of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable
Foundation, I feel able to serve society and continue to live with self-respect and self-reliance. I am confident that
with the blessings of Shree Eklingnath ji and the trust reposed in me by my father, I will be able to continue to serve
Manav Dharma befittingly as the present Custodian of the House of Mewar.

Arvind Singh Mewar

(r. 1984-2025 CE)

Chairman and Managing Trustee
Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation




The Story of Mewar

As with nearly all-ancient dynasties, the story of the Mewar kingdom is rooted in mythology. This historical
dynasty was founded by Bappa Rawal in the later half of the 6th CE He was a descendant of the Guhil Clan,
originally from Anandpur Badnagar in Gujarat.

The kingdom of Mewar lies in what is now Rajasthan in Northern India; it was bestowed on Bappa Rawal in
734 CE by the great devotee of Lord Shiva (Shree Eklingnath ji), Sage Maharishi Harit Rashi of the Lakulish
Cult.

For the service to the state Harit Rashi declared four cardinal duties as guiding principles for Bappa Rawal and
his successors:

(i) To follow the eternal principles of 'Manav Dharma’ (Religion of Man) and preserve and perpetuate
"Vedic Culture'.

(ii) Asaservice to God, the creator of all life, to serve all his creations.

(iii) Constantly to endeavour to keep the human soul awakened and alive, in order that 'Dignity of Man' is
held to be of supreme importance.

(iv) To help to recognise special status of the human being in the hierarchy of God's creations - the eternal
principles underlying cosmic creation.

There shall be no distinction nor any discrimination in the service of the people and it shall not be limited by
either space or time.

All things belong to God. The state of Mewar should be considered as belonging to Shree Eklingnath ji.
The Maharanas were to hold the State as a sacred Trustand the 'Diwan' (Representative) of Shree Eklingnath ji
perform all duties and obligations.

Thus came into existence in the 6th century:

(i) Thestate of Mewar,

(ii) TheInstitution of Maharana,

(iii) The dutiesand obligations assigned to Maharana, and
(iv) The conceptof 'Kingship'asa "Trusteeship'.

The state of Mewar and the family of the Maharana and the concept of 'Kingship' as a "Trusteeship' are
institutions that have survived the vicissitudes of time. By the blessings of Shree Eklingnath ji, the Institutions
of the 'Maharana' have been successfully perpetuating the tradition and fulfilling the obligations to a lesser or
greater degree, since the time of its founding.

Between the 10th CE and the 14th CE members of the family established the following dynasties: in
Rajasthan, in Kathiawar and Saurashtra (Modern Gujarat), in Central India and Maharashtra: Dungarpur,
Banswara, Pratapgarh, Bhavnagar, Lathi, Rajpiplia, Bharwani, Rampura, Sawantwadi, and Kolhapur (family
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj) and the Rana Dynasty of Nepal.

Mewar is the land from where the deities and men jointly spread "Manav Dharma' and the principles of self-
reliance and self-respect to the people of India asa whole.

There exists in the sacred land of Mewar, the abodes of the four major deities belonging to the different sects of
the Hindus, along with Mosques and Churches, because equal protection, assistance and respect of all
religions, and their followers, has been their principle.



Mewar's great Scholar-Saint, Maharaj Chatur Singhji Bavji describes the sacredness of the land in the
following memorable couplet.
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Ekling Girirahdhar Rishabdev Bhujchaar
Sumaron Sada Sneh So, Chaar Dham Mewar

Maharana is nor a title of position given by a central power of external agency. It is acquired by the Rulers of
Mewar by service and sacrifices, recognised and respected all over the country.

The Maharana has many titles given to him by the people and the country for the preservation of independence
and self-respect, the most honorific being 'Sun of Hindus' (Hindua Surya - The life and light of the people).

So far, seventy—five successive generations of Maharanas have strictly adhered to the directions given by Harit
Rashi to Bappa Rawal.

In the true concept of 'Rulership' as expounded by the ancient shastra (Manu), the Ruler, the Maharana, was
both the temporal and spiritual leader of the people.

Mewar had a unique pattern of administrative and feudal relationship with people, which bound the Ruler, the
nobles and the people in a unique bond, uniting them without distinction of caste, creed of religion, as one
family, even in times of war.

When repeated invasions and internal onslaughts threatened to destroy the freedom and culture of Mewar and
it's Rulers and her proud people - who continuously and ceaselessly fought for the preservation of
independence and self - respect.

All along, Mewar remained the source of inspiration for the forces of resistance from all over the country. Great
heroes like Maharana Sanga and Maharana Pratap are looked upon as protectors of Indian culture, heritage
and independence.

There is a general impression that the battles and wars fought by the Maharanas were communal but in fact
religious harmony transcended these considerations as is proven by these examples.

(i) Emperor Humayun came to assist Maharani Karnavati at Chittorgarh as a result of the sacred bond of

'‘Rakhi' (1535 CE)

(i) Hakim Khan Sur, General of Maharana Pratap's army, fought in the battle of Haldighati against the
forces of Emperor Akbar led by Raja Man Singh of Jaipur, (1576 CE)

(iii) The Begums of Khan Khana, captured during war, were safely escorted back to Delhi with all dignity,
(1580 CE)

(iv) Sultan Mahmud Khilji IT of Malwa, taken prisoner by Maharana Sanga, was restored back to the Sultanate
with honour, (1518-19 CE)

(v) Prince Khurram, later Emperor Shah Jahan, was given shelter by Maharana Karan Singh in 1623 CE.

(vi) During the Indian Mutiny of 1857 CE, the wives and children of British officers and soldiers were
brought from Neemuch to Udaipur and were given full hospitality and protection during the entire
period of disturbances.

The history of the Maharana dynasty has been one of ceaseless efforts to preserve and protect independence,
and to perpetuate 'Manav Dharma', self-reliance and the dignity of man.
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The Maharanas have never stooped before temptation for peace and personal gain, or in the time of danger of
extinction.

When physical wars became obsolete for subjugation, even in the times of psychological war of nerves, they
never gave up or deviated from their principles.

During the time of Maharana Sajjan Singh ji, an occasion arose when he was expected to present himself as a
feudatory at the Durbar of Prince Edward Albert (later King Emperor Edward VII). He tactfully managed to
avoid the meeting.

Another such situation arose when Maharana Fateh Singh ji, was expected to present himself:

(i)  On the occasion of the Delhi Durbar by the then viceroy, Lord Curzon, in 1903 to celebrate the accession
of King Edward VII.

(ii) On the occasion of Durbar in Delhi on the visit of King George Vin 1911.
Buthe bravely faced the situation and refrained from physical attendance on both occasions.

But there is no denying the fact that magnanimity; fair-mindedness and respect were shown by the British for
the person who stood by his principles.

When India become independent in 1947, His late Highness Maharana Bhupal Singh ji pioneered the move
for the consolidation and unification of the country, thereby avoiding the possibility of a third split, or even the
total fragmentation of India. He merged his sacred State of Mewar with the Indian Union with these words:

"Today is a day to be greatly proud of, India is independent. It brings to fulfillment the 1400 years' struggle and
endeavour of my forefathers. It becomes my holy duty on behalf of my ancestors to hand over to the leaders of free India,

this cherished and sacred Flame of Freedom to the country as a whole. May this flame give inspiration to maintain the
dignity of man, and perpetuate throughout the country the principles of self-reliance and self-respect with the same
spirit and in the same form on which my forefathers have preserved them for centuries with blood; with the blessings of
Shri Eklingji; and with the devotion of the freedom-loving people of Mewar. Today with great pride devotion and
humility, 1 pass on this Sacred Flame to India's first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, as an offering at the
altar of Bharat Mata. "

Material wealth, however precious, must be shared, handed over or entrusted to others. As such, the state
which had been protected with blood, toil and hardship, was offered at the altar of free India, an event unique
and unparalleled in history.

On the integration of States and formation of Greater Rajasthan on 14th April 1949, His late Highness
Maharana Bhupal Singhji was designated 'Maha Raj Pramukh', an honour to no other ruler, in recognition of
the pre-eminent position of the ruler of Mewar as the acknowledged head of the Rajputs in India.

However, duties and obligations cannot, and should not be entrusted to others, particularly when they bear the
sanctity of traditions and unbroken heritage of family, and even more so, of the Institution.

Maharana Bhagwat Singh ji Mewar succeeded His late Highness Maharana Bhupal Singh jiin July, 1955.

He was invited by the late Honourable Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1956 to enter the Red Fort
in Delhi as a symbol of the fulfillment of the vows of the Maharanas, and the ultimate victory of their struggles
for the freedom of the country.

Because of continuous wars, Mewar State had never been very rich in material wealth. When His late Highness
Maharana Bhagwat Singh ji Mewar succeeded his father, everything was integrated. Laws of Estate Duty were
brought into force and survival had become hard. Although the special rights and privileges of the Rulers had
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ceased to exist, in the changed circumstances prevailing in India after attainment of independence, he chose to
work for and worship the principles of his ancestors.

Deeply conscious of the unique position to which he had succeeded, and with deep reverence to the family
traditions and obligations inherited form the teachings of Harit Rashi, he ceaselessly strove to evolve new
measures which would enable him to perpetuate the traditions of service to society in whatever form and to
whatever degree in the prevailing circumstances it became possible. Maharana Mewar Foundation was created
in 1969 as a means to achieve the objectives of preserving the age-old traditions and obligations of the
Institution of Maharana; to encourage and preserve the spirit of self-reliance and self-respect and assist in the
realization of the special status in the hierarchy of God's creations.

In aletter addressed by him on 11th August 1970, to the then Prime Minister of India, Smt. Indira Gandhi, he
said:

"I need not tell you that the Institution of Maharana has a history of fourteen centuries bebind it. A history which is
universally admitted as glovious and unsullied. I am merely its Trustee and servant, for such time as it pleases God.
Please consider; and reflect for a moment, whether it would be worthwhile for me to live; whether [ would deserve to
live; whether those who value history and traditions would own me as an Indian, if I were to acquiesce in the
derogation of this Institution. It is not my private possession; it belongs to the people. If the traditions created by the
people of Mewar; or of any other place are not preserved, what will be there left to inspire the nation and invigorate
our self-reliance, self-respect, and integrity?”

"Having said this and having personal regard for your esteemed father; and trusting in your sincerity let me assure you
that you may ask for any sacrifice from me in person, and it shall be an honour for me to be of service to the country,
save only that I cannot accept to be instrumental in any derogation of the Institution to which I belong. You have
referred to hardship. 'Well, hardships are to be endured, but not dishonoured. "

At this point [ will draw your attention to a certain statement and solution which I quote below:

"The interests of social well-being and progress demand thar all citizens must co-operate and contribute. In the
present context they (the Rulers) see no great difficulty in the gradual utilization of private wealth and income for
public benefir and for the ultimate realisation of the ideal of Trusteeship. The convention unanimously favoured the
idea of setting up funds or trusts for social service and public benefit. It was considered the most appropriate means for
the steady achievement of the general aim in view. "

"I, for one, not only subscribe to the above, but have initiated it in practice by creating a charitable Foundation to
which I have gifted the main Palace in Udaipur, and all the historical treasures of the past fourteen centuries, and
Rupees 11 Lakbs in cash.”

As one of the humble efforts to carry out the above objectives, the Scheme of Maharana Mewar Awards has
been instituted.

—X =
W
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Enumeration of

Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards

Honouring service of permanent value rendered to society’

International Award

Colonel James Tod Award (Instituted in 1996-97)
The award has been instituted to honour a foreign national who, like Tod, has contributed through his works of permanent value
an understanding of the spirit and values of Mewar.

National Awards

Haldighati Award (Instituted in 1982-83)
The award is given to an individual for work of permanent value that initiates an awakening in society through the medium of
Journalism, in particular or through any other media in general.

Hakim Khan Sur Award (Instituted in 1986-87)

The award has been instituted to honour work of permanent value for the cause of national integration.

Maharana Udai Singh Award (Instituted in 1996-97)

The award has been instituted to honour work of permanent value in protecting and enriching the environment, hand-in-hand
with future development.

Panna Dhai Award (Instituted in 1997-98)

The award has been instituted to honour an individual who has rendered selfless service, rising beyond the call of duty and setting
an example to society of permanent value through sacrifice, in the face of immense hostility.

State Awards

Maharishi Harit Rashi Award (Instituted in 1980-81)
The award has been instituted to honour scholars for work of permanent value in awakening society through the medium of vedic
culture, the ancient Shastras' and 'Karma Kand'

Maharana Mewar Award (Instituted in 1981-82)

The award has been instituted to honour work of permanent value to those who consider it their duty, like the Diwan of Shree
Eklingnath ji, to serve society through services in the field of education, literature, social service, philanthropy and character
building activities.

Maharana Kumbha Award (Instituted in 1980-81)

The award has been instituted to honour works of permanent value to society through the medium of history and literature.

Maharana Sajjan Singh Award (Instituted in 1983-84)
The award has been instituted to honour work of permanent value to society through the medium of paintings, fine art, sculpture,
architecture and craff.

Dagar Gharana Award (Instituted in 1981-82)
The award has been instituted to honour musicians for work of permanent value to society through their achievements in the field
of Indian classical music, Rajasthani folk dance and music.

Rana Punja Award (Instituted in 1986-87)
The award has been instituted to honour works of permanent value to society by a person of tribal origin in commemoration of the
mutual trust and continued association between the Bhil tribesmen and the House of Mewar.

Aravali Award (Instituted in 1983-84)
The award has been instituted to honour and encourage outstanding sports-person _for achieving distinction in any discipline of
sports and games.

Special Award (Instituted in 1981-82)

Maharana Mewar Special Award - Best Police Station of Rajasthan (Instituted in 2007-08)
Student Awards

Bhamashah Award (Instituted in 1983-84)

Academic achievement at university level.

Maharana Raj Singh Award (Instituted in 1980-81)
Sports /| Games / Cultural / Literary / Co-curricular achievement at college level.

Maharana Fateh Singh Award (Instituted in 1980-81)
Academic | other achievement at 10”1 12" level,
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Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards

A Jjourney of service as an inspiration to society

ssion No. 2009.10.0245-00036_R | Image courtesy: The City Palace Museum, Udaipur

Acce

1980-1984 ‘ Venue: Maharana Mewar Public School, The City Palace, Udaipur
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2000 onwards Venue: Manek Chowk, The City Palace, Udaipur
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Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards Distribution Ceremony
Introduction

41 Annual Awards | 4972 Awardees | 1 Vision
‘Honouring service of permanent value rendered ro society’

The Annual Scheme of Awards constitutes a major part of the activities of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable
Foundation (MMCEF), Udaipur. From a modest beginning of awards only for scholars in Udaipur, the orbit of this
Annual Scheme of Awards has steadily grown to become a recognised event in the national and international arena.
Today, the Awards honour recognition of service of permanent value already rendered to society in which, eminent
scholars, students and common citizens who, through their chosen field of activity, have contributed to society. They
include awards for historical research, art and painting, music and dance, education and journalism, and a variety of

other contributions to social welfare.

These Annual Awards were instituted in 1980-81 to recognize college and school students, in Udaipur, for their
academic and sporting achievements. The scope and spectrum of the awards has been steadily widening since 1981, now
the Annual Awards Ceremony not only applauds students but also honours international and national scholars for their
work of permanent value to society. Many now play a pivotal role contributing to Mewar, India and on the world stage.

A distinguished panel of scholars, artists, historians and civil servants put forward a list of potential awardees to a
Selection Committee. Presently there are 16 Annual Awards (1 International, 4 National, 7 State, Best Police Station of
Rajasthan and 3 Student) to honour service and achievement of permanent value, rendered to society, by prominent

persons through their chosen field of activity.

X 'l L VP, T LS 1 L)
Mewar Mahamandleshwar Mahant Murli Manohar Sharan Shastri (1932-2010) Rashtriyakavi Shri Balkavi Bairagi (1931-2018)
presided Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards from 1981 to 2009 presided Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards from 2010 to 2018

Foi = B Fa T i . e ¢
Dr. K. Kasturirangan (1940- 2025) presided Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards Distribution Ceremony
Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards in MMFAA 2019 and 2020
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Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Awards Distribution Ceremony
Ceremonies at a glance




Colonel James Tod Award
(Instituted in 1996-97)

In 1806, Lieutenant-Colonel (then Lieutenant) James
Tod first met Maharana Bheem Singh (A.D. 1778-
1828) in the outer courtyard of the temple of Shree
Eklingji. Colonel Tod was, at that time, Commander of
the Escort with Daulat Rao Scindia's perambulating
court. This meeting sparked his interest in the States of
Rajputana, and he used his position to acquaint himself
wholly with their affairs. Tod was the first to
systematically map this region, and his intimate
knowledge of the terrain proved extremely useful for the |
Company's armies in fighting off Pindari and Maratha
incursions into Rajputana from 1817-1818.

On the 13th January 1818, the East India Company and Maharana
Bheem Singh executed a treaty of mutual friendship, in which the
Company promised to provide military protection to Mewar against
hostile forces, and to help reclaim lands that had been usurped. In
recognition of his services and experience in Rajputana, Colonel
(then Captain) Tod was appointed by Lord Hastings, Governor
General, as Political Agent to the Western Rajput States, resident at
the court of Maharana Bheem Singh in Udaipur. Colonel Tod's
official charge was to implement the term of the treaty and to manage
the affairs and relations of the British East India Company with
Mewar. Colonel Tod executed his duties with skill and authority,
leading to flourishing conditions in Mewar, as well as along and vital
relationship between Mewar and the Company. In 1822, after four
years service in Udaipur, and twenty-two years total in India, Colonel
Tod returned to England.

In addition to his official duties, Colonel Tod spent a great deal of his
own time and personal resources in the collection of historical
documents, inscriptions, bardic accounts and genealogies of the
Rajput houses and paintings from Rajasthan. From his residence in
the village Dabok, beyond the outer city wall of Udaipur, now near
the airport, Colonel Tod began, for the first time, to synthesize the
history of Rajputana. Totally immersed in the activities of the Mewar
Court, past and present, he developed a deep insight into the stories
of courage, heroism, honour and duty within the history of Mewar.

During his second visit he was provided with Rampyaribai's haveli as
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Maharana Bheem Singh greeting Captain Tod outside the city, c. 1820.
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his residence. Upon his return to England Colonel Tod
continued his research, culminating in the publication
of the now-classic Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan
(2 vols., 1829, 1832). In this seminal work, Colonel
Tod produced the first encyclopedic and
comprehensive history of Rajasthan. His lesser-known
work, Travels in Western India (published
posthumously in 1839), chronicles his final days in
India travelling from Udaipur to Bombay, via Mount
Abu. This interesting and as yet under-appreciated
work is also the first to provide in-depth descriptions of
the religious life and customs of the Bhil and Mina hill
tribes of Southern Rajasthan.

Colonel Tod's reliance on oral bardic accounts of Mewar's history
preserved a valuable, yet vulnerable, corpus of historical source
material. In doing so, many say that Colonel Tod is responsible for
globally recognising the Rajputs, and especially Mewar. The true
value of his work lies in the preservation, in perpetuity, of this grand
story for everyone, not only India but the whole world.

His late Highness Maharana Bhagwat Singh Mewar established The
Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation "to serve society and
assist man to realise his special status in the hierarchy of God's
creations”. Colonel Tod introduced his Annals in the following way:
"To see humanity under every aspect, and to observe the influence of
different creeds upon man in his social capacity, must ever be one of
the highest sources of mental enjoyment". (Annals and Antiquities of
Rajasthan (1832 IL.vii).

It is in the spirit of these like-minded men, centuries apart, that this
International Award has been instituted. The Colonel James Tod
Award is an International Award. This award has been instituted to
honour a foreign national who, like Tod, has contributed through his
works of permanent value an understanding of the spirit and values of
Mewar.

This International Annual Award consists of:
1. A Ceremonial Shawl. 2. A '"Toran' plaque of honour.
3. A Felicitation Certificate. 4. Cash award of ¥ 2,00,001

Accession No. 2012.19.0035_R | Image courtesy: The City Palace ML.ls-c;;lm, Udaipur
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Mr. Robert Skelton, UK 1997

Robert Skelton joined the Victoria & Albert Museum in 1950 and was
appointed Assistant Keeper of the Indian Section in 1960, Deputy Keeper
in 1972 and Keeper of the Indian Department 1978 to 1988. He co-
founded the Indian Art Circle in London, of which he was initially
Chairman. Amongst exhibitions he has put together are Indian
Miniatures (Venice 1960); 150 Years of the Royal Asiatic Society
(London 1973); Indian Temples hangings of the Krishna Cult (New York
1973); The Indian heritage for the London Festival of India (1982) and
co-curator of Krishna & Devotion held at the Asia House (London 2009).

Sir Mark Tully, UK 1998

Mark Tully, born on 24" October 1935 in Calcutta, India, was the Chief of Bureau, BBC, New Delhi

for 22 years. Schooled in England, he has lived mostly in India covering all major incidents in South

Asia during his tenure. He was made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1985 and was

awarded the Padma Shree in 1992, a rare distinction for a non-Indian. He was Knighted in the 2002

New Year's Honours' list. In 2005 he received the Padma Bhushan. His love for India is encapsulated

in his writing. He has written several books based on India including /ndia in Slow Motion (jointly

with Gillian Wright), No Full Stops in India, The Heart of India, Divide and Quit, India - 50 years of
Independence and published in 2007 India’s Unending Journey. He is a regular presenter of the BBC

Radio 4 programme 'Something Understood'.

Mr. Dominique Lapierre, France 1999

After 15 years as international correspondent with the European magazine Paris Match, Dominique
Lapierre worked with Larry Collins on five major bestsellers, Is Paris Burning? Or I'll Dress You in
Mourning; O Jerusalem; Freedom ar Midnight and The fifth Horseman. Is Paris Burning? was made into
a major movie by Paramount with fifty international stars. In 1981, he wrote in solo 7he City of Joy, a
book about the courage, the love, the faith of a community of people living in the slums of Calcutta.
Translated into 30 languages, it was also made into a film. 7%e City of Joy sold more than seven and a
half million copies. He donated half of his royalties to create a whole network of humanitarian actions
in Calcutta and deprived areas of the Ganges delta. His last book A Thousand Sunsis a stirring memoir
ofhisadventuresat the centre of history.

Sir V. S. Naipaul, UK 2000

V. S. Naipaul, born of Indian ancestry in Trinidad in 1932, is a British
novelist and essayist who is widely considered to be one of the masters of
modern English prose. He received a Knighthood in the 1990 New Year's
Honours' List for services to Literature. He has been awarded numerous
literary prizes including The John Llewellyn Rhys Prize (1958), Somerset
Maugham Award (1960), Hawthornden Prize (1964), W. H. Smith
Literary Award (1968), Booker Prize (1971), David Cohen Prize for a
lifetime's achievement in British Literature (1993) and The Nobel Prize
in Literature (2001).

Dr. Chitranjan Singh Ranawat, USA 2001

Chitranjan Singh Ranawat is an eminent orthopaedic and knee surgeon of
Indian origin, born in 1935 in Sarwania (then part of the erstwhile
Kingdom of Mewar). He studied in India before migrating to the USA
and is now based in New York. He was a recipient of Padma Bhushan in
2001. He has written over 200 papers on orthopaedics. He is Director of
the Orthopaedic Surgery and Centre for Total Joint Replacement in New
York. Dr. Ranawat is a consistent frontrunner on New York magazine's
list of top 100 orthopedic surgeons in the country. He is also a
philanthropistand runsa public trust 'Ranawat Foundation Trust'.
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Mr. Luigi Zanzi, Italy 2002

Luigi Zanzi was born in Italy in 1952. He attended high school in
Ravenna and completed his education at the University of Bologna in
literature, history and philosophy. For over 20 years he has made a
contribution to many diverse aspects of environmental and cultural issues
in Auroville. As a member of the Auroville Development Board he has
been instrumental in the success of a number of projects undertaken and
has worked on an ongoing sustainable development strategy. He is also a
frequent lecturer on innovative urban management at Indian universities,
colleges and schools.

Ms. Mary Margaret Kaye, UK 2003

Mary Margaret Kaye (21 August 1908 - 29 January 2004) was a British
writer most famously known for her book The Far Pavilions (1978).
Whilst working on her research, she visited Udaipur and interviewed Her
late Highness The Maharani Sahiba Sushila Kuamri ji Mewar gaining an
understanding and insight into Royal Rajput life. The interview was to
influence the creation of several fictitious characters in her work 7The Far
Pavilions. She was born in India and spent her early childhood and much
of her early-married life there. Her novels include Shadow of the Wind and
Trade Noon.

Lord Attenborough, UK 2004

Lord Attenborough of Richmond is one of the greatest cinema storytellers, actors, directors and
comedians, who has been saluted as a commanding and inspirational figure in the world of cinema.
He has always taken up big challenges and made big picture. His lifetime's ambition came many years
later in the 1980's when he took on the role to direct the epic film of Gandhi. The film was a cinema
landmark that won him an Oscar for best director. The production itself won him an Oscar for best
film of 1982. It was during this period that Lord Attenborough visited Udaipur and though the
medium of his film involved the people of Udaipur and portrayed their talent on the silver screen. He
was instrumental is bringing Mewar and Rajasthan into the lime light reflecting the true ethos of
India. He has won two Academy Awards, four BAFTA Awards and three Golden Globes.

Mr. Abbas Sadriwalla, USA 2005

Abbas Sadriwalla is the Chairman of a number of companies he has
promoted and acquired over the years including V. Link Solutions Inc,
Data Scan Technologies Inc, Gem Metals Inc, ADS Associates Inc. As one
of the earliest entrants to offer technologies and services he has made a
major impact in the Wi-Fi solutions industry in North America. In
recognition of his record of growth and innovation in space technology,
he was named Business Person of the year in 2004 by the apex level,
National Republican Congressional Committee at an investiture presided
over by the US President George Bush in April 2004.

Mr. Mohammed Dadabhai, Bahrain 2006

Mohammed Dadabhai, was born on 20 April 1946 in Sagwara,
Dungarpur District, Rajasthan. Today, he is a leading businessman in the
Middle-East. Employing nearly 1500 personnel, mostly Indian nationals,
his conglomerate includes the construction and development of multi-
storied residential buildings, villa and shopping complexes, as well luxury
service apartments, hotels and Island Resorts. He is Chairman and CEO
of 12 companies owned and managed by the Dadabhai Group at Bahrain.
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Prof. Lloyd I. Rudolph and
Prof. Susanne H. Rudolph, USA 2007

Prof. Lloyd and Prof. Susanne Rudolph are Professors Emeritus of the
University of Chicago, one of America's leading research universities.
Research in India and Rajasthan in subsequent years resulted in two of
Rudolphs early books, The Modernity of Tradition (1967 and 1983) and
Essay on Rajputana (1984). One result of those years of research in
Rajasthan is their recent innovative volume, Reversing the Gaze: Amar
Singh's Diary A Colonial Subject's Narrative of Imperial India (Oxford
2001,2002 and 2005).

Mr. William Dalrymple, UK 2008

William Dalrymple, is a highly acclaimed writer. His work includes /7
Xanadu (1989); City of Djinns (1994); The Age of Kali (1998); White
Mughals (2002); Begums, Thugs and Englishmen - The Journals of Fanny
Parkes (2002). The Last Mughal, The Fall of a Dynasty, Delbi 1857 (2006)
covers the circumstances in which Delhi was taken over by the sepoys
during the Indian Rebellion of 1857 and the subsequent downfall of the
last Mughal Emperor. He received an Honorary Doctorate of Letters,
Honoris Causa from the University of Lucknow (2007). His latest work,
Nine Lives-In search of the Modern Indiawas published in 2008.

Dr. Milo Cleveland Beach, USA 2009

Milo Cleveland Beach is a museum director, teacher and scholar of Indian
paintings who has written, lectured and organised exhibitions
internationally on paintings from Rajasthan and the Mughal court.
Educated at Harvard University, his doctoral dissertation was on Indian
Paintings at Bundi and Kota. He has lived and studied extensively in India
and has served as a curator at the Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore and
Harvard University's Fogg Art Museum.

Sir Colin Lucas, UK 2010

Colin Lucas has been Chairman of the British Library since 2006. In May 2008, it was the first time
over 120 paintings from the British Library were displayed in a major exhibition under his
Chairmanship that included illustrated 17th century manuscripts of the story from the Mewar
Ramayana. The manuscripts were prepared between 1649 and 1653 for Rana Jagat Singh I of Udaipur,
Mewar, in his court studio at Udaipur by the artist Sahib Din (originally Shihabad-din). Maharana
Bheem Singh of Udaipur, Mewar presented the manuscripts as a gift to Colonel James Tod 1820 and
they were acquired by the British Museum Library in 1844. The object of organising and getting
support was fully in sync with the ideology of the Mewar whose strong traditions; cultural and religious
integration are responsible for sustained communal peace over fourteen centuries in Mewar despite
several upheavals.

Sir Gulam Noon, UK 2010

Gulam Noon MBE is a British businessman originally from India. He is the Chairman of Noon
Products and a Director on the board of numerous companies and Government bodies in the UK. He
established The Noon Foundation in December 1995. Sir Gulam Noon lent his support to the
digitisation of the Mewar Ramayana Manuscripts, Turning the Pages', a project using excerpts from
the Ramayana that was the centerpiece of a major exhibition inaugurated the titled 'The Ramayana:
Love and Valour in India's great epic’ mounted by the British Library in May 2008. The goal was to
open a new avenue of understanding between people with far reaching consequence and to provide
global access to important artistic representations of different religions. Shriji Arvind Singh Mewar of
Udaipur exhibition on the 15th May 2008.

19

-
s
B
<
e
s
I
@
(7]
=
]
_
©
o
£
Q
O




FAS e

Dr. Andrew Topsfield, UK 2012

Dr. Andrew Topsfield was educated at Winchester College; New College, Oxford, where he read
Oriental Studies; and the School of Oriental and African Studies, London. He wrote his Oxford
D.Phil thesis on the Mewar School of Painting (c.1550-1945), visiting Udaipur several times in the
course of his research from 1976 to 1987. He was appointed Keeper of Eastern Art at the Ashmolean
in 2009. Dr. Topsfield has written many books, catalogues and articles on Indian Painting and
related subjects, especially on Court Painting at Udaipur. His major work on that subject is Court
Painting at Udaipur: Art under the patronage of the Maharanas of Mewar (Zurich: Museum
Rietberg, 2002). He has also written the catalogue The City Palace Museum, Udaipur: Paintings of
Mewar Court Life (Ahmedabad: Mapin, 1990; reprinted 2009).

Prof. Minja Yang, France 2013

Prof. Minja Yang is President of the Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation of the
Catholic University of Leuven (RLICC/KU Leuven) of Belgium since 2010 following a 30-year
career at the United Nations, notably at UNESCO. She played a vital role in establishing the
UNESCO-led Indian Heritage Cities Network (IHCN) with the endorsement of the Ministry of
Urban Development, Government of India. Udaipur became one of the first member cities of
IHCN in 2006. Under her guidance, MMCF; UNESCO New Delhi Office and Udaipur Municipal
Council (UMC) entered into an agreement on the Joint Co-operation Programme for heritage-based
urban development of Udaipur. Ms. Yang's interest in India and commitment to its people have been
demonstrated by her professional and personal efforts spanning over the past twenty years in
mobilizing international technical cooperation for the benefit of numerous historic cities in India.

Prof. John Smith, Spain 2015

After graduating in Oriental Studies at Cambridge, John Smith pursued a scholarly career in both
London and Cambridge. Employed to teach Sanskrit, he nonetheless devoted much of his energy to
the study of the Rajasthani language and literature. In 1976 he published a new edition of the
Visaladevarasa of Narapati Nalha, a mediaeval Rajasthani poem. He then became interested in the
tradition of singing and telling the story of Pabuji in front of long narrative cloth called phard, a
tradition that was widespread in Rajasthan at that time, though much less so now. This work led to
the publication in 1991 of his book "The epic of Pabuji: a study, transcription and translation'.
Professor Smith retired from Cambridge in 2007 and now lives in Spain.

Mr. J.P. Losty, UK 2016

He spent his professional career in the British Library in London curating the major collections of
Indian manuscripts and paintings held there and is the author of numerous books and papers. He has
organised several major exhibitions, the first of which, The Art of the Book in India in 1982, brought
him international recognition. One of the great preoccupations of his career was properly publishing
the great illustrated Ramayana manuscripts of Rana Jagat Singh I of Udaipur, Mewar, most of them
in the British Library, which bore fruit finally in a major exhibition and book titled "The Ramayana:
Love and Valour in Ancient India - the Mewar Ramayana Manuscripts' in 2008 and the publication
of the entire manuscript online in 2014. Over his long career he has published voluminously on many
aspects of Indian manuscripts and paintings of different periods from 1000 to 1850 AD.

Professor Sir Angus Deaton, USA 2017

Sir Angus Deaton is Senior Scholar and the Dwight D. Eisenhower Professor of Economics and
International Affairs Emeritus at Princeton University's Woodrow Wilson School where he taught
for thirty years. He was the 2015 recipient of the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in
Memory of Alfred Nobel 'for his analysis of consumption, poverty, and welfare'. He has studied many
aspects of human wellbeing, including both material wellbeing and health. In his work on poverty he
has dug deeply into the data to try to improve measures, both for the world as awhole, and for India in
particular. He has worked on health in the US, in particular with Anne Case on mortality in midlife,
and in India, where he has worked with other researchers to understand health and healthcare among

both adults (in Rajasthan and in rural Udaipur) and children (in all of India).
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Professor John Stratton Hawley, USA 2018

Professor John Stratton Hawley is Claire Tow Professor of Religion at Barnard College, Columbia
University. He has written or edited some 20 books on Hinduism, India's bhakti traditions, and the
comparative study of religion. These include A Storm of Songs: India and the Idea of the Bhakti
Movement (Harvard, 2015), Sur's Ocean (with Kenneth Bryant, Harvard, 2015), and Three Bhaki
Voices (Oxford, 2005). His recent work, launched by Primus Books on 8th January 2018, on the
beautifully illustrated Maharana Amar Singh II (r.1698 - 1710 CE) Sursagar, painted in the royal
atelier at Mewar, lies at the heart of a new hundred-page-long chapter that appears in the revised,
expanded edition of his thematic study Surdas: Poet, Singer, Saint. All of Hawley's writing on Surdas
isindebted in one way or another to manuscript work he has undertaken in Udaipur, Rajasthan.

Dr. Paul T. Craddock, UK 2019

Dr. Paul T. Craddock has had a life-long interest in early technology and science. Together with
colleagues from the MS University of Baroda, Dr. Craddock was invited to excavate at the Zawar
mines, Udaipur by Hindustan Zinc Ltd., Udaipur. After his preliminary visit of the ancient mines
and smelting remains of Zawar in December 1982, systematic excavations commenced at Zawar in
December the following year resulting in the discovery of a bank of seven intact zinc smelting furnaces
each containing their full charge of 36 retorts. The investigations revealed how important the mines
of Mewar were throughout India for several millennia, an importance that, has now been revived.
This was recognised by American Society of Metals who designated Zawar ancient ruins as an
International Metallurgical Heritage.

Dr. Norbert Peabody, UK 2020

He is Ph.D in Anthropology from Harvard University in 1992. He is working on a reissue of James
Tod's Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan based on the two-volume first edition published in 1829,
which will restore to the textall its original engravings, maps, charts, and appendices with special focus
on Mewar. This reissue is being done to celebrate the bicentenary in 2023 of the Royal Asiatic Society
(RAS), where Tod was the first Librarian and to which he bequeathed his collection of manuscripts
and art work, much of it from Mewar. The reissue will be co-published by Yale University Press and
the RAS in the run-up to thisanniversary. Integral to this reissue will be a third 'Companion Volume',
which will consist of four essays on Tod, comprehensive annotations to the text, additional
appendices, and paintings and water colours from the Tod collection. In this companion volume he is
hoping to reproduce all the known paintings of Tod most of which come from Mewar.
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Haldighati Award
(Instituted in 1982-83)
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Kunwar Man Singh of Amber mounted on his mighty
war elephant was chosen to command the army of
Badshah Akbar against Maharana Pratap I (r. 1572 —
1597 CE) who on his incomparable grey Stallion Chetak
led the Mewar army into the thrust of the battle. Neither
lance nor sword, nor the arrows that rained like hail
around him could stem the course of that intrepid
charge. For the first time in fifty years the Mughals
suffered their first setback and Haldighati shattered the
myth of their invincibility - symbolic of the war that was
fought for the protection and preservation of self respect,
selfreliance and independence.

The battle of Haldighati unlike any other battle in the
military history of warfare has aroused the greatest and
most multifaceted interest. This single occasion has
raised issues of social context, the composition of
opposing forces, the efficiency of execution of the
adopted strategy and tactics and finally most touchingly
the acts of unparalleled bravery, unmatched sacrifices
and unimaginable fighting skills of a few individuals who
participated in this battle. All these issues have assumed
tremendous significance, as time goes by.

Maharana Pratap is a national hero on account of his
commitment to preserve the independence of Mewar, at

Painting depicting The Battle of Haldighati: Monday, 18th June 1576
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any cost, despite heavy odds stacked against him. Even
now his life inspires those who revere the value of living
with self respect and self reliance. Today those who are
prepared to speak out, or use their pen without fear of the
consequences to enlighten society, are synonymous with

the battle of Haldighati.

Haldighati Award is a National Award. It is awarded to
an individual for work of permanent value in awakening
society through the medium of journalism, in particular,
or through any other media in general.

This National Annual Award consists of:
1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

2. A'Toran' plaque of honour.

3. A Citation Certificate.

4. Cash award of ¥ 1,00,001
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Mr. Karpoor Chandra Kulish, Jaipur 1983

Mr. Kulish (1926-2006) was the founder of Rajasthan Patrika, a Hindi
language newspaper of Rajasthan. Born in Soda village in Tonk District in
1926. Mr. Kulish started his career in journalism as an employee in a newspaper.
On 7th March 1956, Kulish decided to start his own newspaper. He is best
remembered for his fearless journalism in 1977 just after Indian emergency
1975-1977 was lifted. His literary works: America Ek Vihangam Drishti' and
‘Mein Dekhta Chala Gaya' gained him recognition. In his later years Kulish
wrote a segment titled 'Polampol'for the newspaper on current affairs. The series
is published in a book, as a popular set of writings in a local Rajasthani dialect.

Dr. Dharmvir Bharti, Bombay 1984

Dharmvir Bharti (1926-1997), is one of the most renowned Hindi poets,
modern writer, playwright and social thinkers of India. He was the Chief-
Editor of the popular Hindi weekly magazine Dharmayug. He was
awarded Padma Shree for literature in 1972. His novel 'Gunaho Ka Devta'
became an evergreen classic. Dr. Bharati's Suraj ka Satwan Ghoda' is
considered a unique experiment in story telling and was made into a
national award winning movie of the same name in 1992. He remained
: i i the editor of Dharmayug till 1987, the magazine became the most popular
e N . T A Hindi weekly and established new heights in Hindi Journalism.

i Eill
Accession No. 2009.10.0245.00117_R
Image courtesy: The City Palace Museum, Udaipur

The late Lala Jagat Narainji (Posthumous), Jallandhar 1985

The late Lala Jagat Narainji (1889-1981) was the founder of the Hind Samachar Group. He left his
studies in 1920 to join the non-cooperation movement. He was sentenced in two and a half years
imprisonment, in jail he acted as Lala Lajpat Rai's Personal Secretary. In 1924 he became the editor of
Bhai Parmanand's weekly Hindi paper ‘Akashvani’. He participated in all the Satyagraha movement
and was in jail for about nine years on different occasions. He was member of the All-India Congress
Committee for about 30 years. He had come to Jalandhar as a refugee from Lahore and started an
Urdu daily, Hind Samachar in 1948. In 1965, Jagat Narain founded 'Punjab Kesari',a Hindi daily, a
remarkable contribution toward the country and in the interest of freedom of expression.

Mr. C.H.O. Ramaswamy, Madras 1986

Mr. Ramaswamy is an actor, commentator, journalist, and television
personality. He gained recognition discussing the state of India 50 years
after it won freedom. He was born on 5th October 1934 and is also known
as CHO Ramaswamy. He is a comedian, playwright, lawyer and
columnist in Tamil Nadu, India. He is the editor of a popular Tamil
magazine 'Thuglak'. CHO, as he is popularly known is well known for his
witty take on Indian and Tamil Nadu politics. He is a leading lawyer and
consumer activist in the state of Tamil Nadu.

Mr. M.]. Akbar, Calcutta 1987

Mobashar Jawed 'M.]." Akbar (born on 11th January 1951) is a leading
Indian journalist and author. He is the Chairman of the fortnightly news
magazine Covert Magazine which he launched in May 2008. He is also the
founder and former editor-in-chief and managing director of The Asian
Age, a daily multi-edition Indian newspaper. He has written several non-
fiction books, including Byline' (2003), a biography of Jawaharlal Nehru
titled ‘Nebru: The Making of India’, a book on Kashmir titled 'Kashmir:
Behind the Vale, Riot After Riot and India: The Siege Within'". He was also the
editor-in-chief of The Deccan Chronicle, a Hyderabad-based news daily.
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Mr. Kuldip Nayar, New Delhi 1988

Kuldip Nayar (born on 14th August 1923) is an eminent Indian
journalist, noted for his centre-left columns. He started his career as an
Urdu Journalist. He served as India's High Commissioner to the United
Kingdom in 1990 and then a member of India's delegation to the United
Nations in 1996. He was nominated to upper house of Indian Parliament,
Rajya Sabha in August 1997. Since 1985, Nayar has written a syndicated
column that runs in 80 publications in 14 languages, both overseas and at
home, including some of India's most influential newspapers and
magazines.

Mr. R.K. Laxman, Bombay 1989

Rasipuram Krishnaswamy Iyer Laxman was born on 23rd October 1924.
He is an Indian cartoonist, illustrator, and humorist. The Common Man
R. K. Laxman was born in Mysore. Laxman was engrossed by the
illustrations in magazines such as Strand Magazine, Punch, Bystander,
Wide World and Tit-Bits, even before he could read. Laxman later joined
The Times of India, beginning a career that has spanned for over fifty
years. Among his other works, Laxman is known for his distinctive
illustrations in several books, most notably for the Malgudi Stories’, a
popular mascot for the Asian Paints Group called Gattu.

Ms. Mrinal Pande, New Delhi 1990

Mrinal Pande (born in 1946) is an Indian television personality, journalist
and author, and till recently chief editor of Hindi Daily, Hindustan, She
also hosts a weekly Interview show, titled 'Baaton Baaton Mein' on Lok
Sabha TV. She was the editor of the popular women's magazine Vama
from 1984-87. She spent several years on the National Commission for
Self-Employed Women, inquiring into the conditions for rag-pickers,
vegetable sellers and domestic help. Since April 2008 she is a member of

the Board of PTI on behalf of HTML.

Mr. Nikhil Chakravartty, New Delbi 1991

Nikhil Chakravartty (1913-1997), was one of the most celebrated and
respected names as a courageous and independent columnist whose
uncluttered style and great integrity won him an audience much larger
than that normally associated with a left-wing writer. His searing reports
of the Bengal famine, which claimed the lives of more than two million
people, and of the Tebhaga peasant movement, were read avidly across the
country. In 1962 he launched a weekly magazine, Mainstream. Under his
editorship, It became an influential platform for serious discussion of
national and international affairs.

Mr. Surendra Pratap Singh, New Delhi 1992

Surendra Pratap Singh (1948-1997), former Editor of Navbharat Times.
He was a journalist, broadcast news anchor, and newspaper editor from
India. During the 1970s he served as an investigative journalist on the

newspaper Sunday. He was the founder and anchor of the Hindi news
bulletin Aaj Tak.
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Ms. Madhu Kishwar, New Delbi 1993

Founder editor of Manushi, a Journal about Women and Society published since 1979. It attempts to
bridge the gap between academia and activism. In the last ten years much of her work has centered on
issues relating to Laws, Liberty and Livelihoods. She is presently involved in both investigative
research as well as activist interventions for policy reform aimed at freeing the livelihoods of two of the
largest groups of urban self employed poor-namely street vendors and cycle rickshaw pullers-from
needless and harmful bureaucratic controls that make them vulnerable to human rights abuses. Apart
from campaigning and lobbying to change the archaic laws governing these sectors that have resulted
in resulting in changes in National Policy, she is working on a pilot project to create model markets
for street vendors in Delhi.

Mr. Vinod Mehta, New Delhi 1994

Vinod Mehta is the editor-in-chief of Outlook Group. He has published
three books, including a biography of Sanjay Gandhi. He took over as
editor-in-chief of Debonair in 1974. Since then, he has founded and
edited numerous publications. He is the founder-editor of India's first
Sunday paper, The Sunday Observer, the founder editor of the now
defunct Bombay Daily, The Independent, and the founder-editor of The
Pioneer (Delhi edition). He was also editor of The Indian Post. Mehta
wrote and presented ‘Letters from India'for the BBC.

Ms. Nalini Singh, New Delhi 1995

Nalini Singh is an Indian journalist. She has been the anchor for several current affairs programs on
Doordarshan, and is most known for her program, ‘Aankhon Dekhbi', on investigative journalism and
another show 'Hello Zindagi'. She is also the Managing Director of TV Live India Pvt. Ltd. and
Managing Editor of News Channel, IBN7. This bold and investigative TV journalist has anchored
and produced over 3000 programmes for Doordarshan and other private TV networks. Her well
researched, in depth and analytical programmes, on a variety of issues that have a bearing on our lives,
have won her several prestigious awards. She has the distinction of producing exit poll on television
during the 11th Lok Sabha elections in 1996. Later, she went on to produce similar programmes on
the 1998 and 1999 Lok Sabha elections and 2000, 2001 and 2002 assembly elections.

Dr. Prannoy Roy, New Delhi 1996

Prannoy Roy, the founder, Executive Chairperson of New Delhi Television (NDTV) Group, is one
of the leading political analysts in India. He brought the country to the edge of its seat with his innate
knack of translating the complicated facts of election politics and budget number crunching into
straight-to-the-point analysis. He has been adjudged the television personality of the millennium by
the Indian Express poll and has contributed to various national and international publications. Dr.
Roy has a doctorate in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics and is a Qualified Chartered
Accountant from London. He is considered as a liberal and supporter of market economy in the
media. He had people glued to their television sets with "The World this Week'. He is responsible for
changing the face of news broadcasting almost beyond recognition.

Mr. Lokpal Sethi, Jaipur 1997

Lokpal Sethi started his career as journalist way back in 1968 from Jaipur
by joining Hidusthan Samachar. During his tenure in 1973 at Gauhati, he
had the opportunity to cover assembly elections in Manipur and
Mizoram, which was considered a very challenging journalistic
assignment. He survived an insurgent attack, while touring Manipur and
covering the election campaign. In 1991, he joined The Hindustan Times
and was posted as its Bureau Chief in Jaipur. Presently, he is working for
The Pioneer, as it Bureau Chief. At the same time he is associated with
Dainik Navjyoti.
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Mr. Vinod Dua, Jaipur 1998

Vinod Dua, born in 1954 is a journalist, seasoned anchor, political
commentator, election analyst, producer and director. 1984 marked a
turning point in his career when he co-anchored the election analysis
programs on Doordarshan. In 1985, he anchored Janvani, the first ever
program of its kind, where ministers were questioned by common people.
In 1987, he joined TV TODAY, a venture of the India Today Group, as
its chief producer. In 1988, he launched his own production company
"The Communication Group' to produce and anchor programs on
current affairs, budget analysis and documentary films.

Mr. Rajat Sharma, New Delhi 1999

Rajat Sharma is Chairman and Editor-in Chief of India TV. He was one
of the youngest Editors in print media at national level, where he gained a
string of scores to his credit. Mr. Sharma's distinctive style, ‘Aap Ki Adalat’
is one of the most respected interview shows ever on Indian Television. He
took Corporate, Independent News Services to the level of a mainstream
news channel. The transition represented bridging the gap from a
manager-entrepreneur into entrepreneur-manger. He has also been one of
the pioneers of private news broadcasting on Indian Television.

Ms. Malini Parthasarathy, Chennai 2000

Malini Parthasarathy was born in 1959. She was awarded the First Bank of
India Award for Excellence in Journalism in 1997. She spent 1982-1983 as
visiting journalist with The Washington Post and subsequently joined The
Hindu as their special correspondent in New Delhi reporting on political
affairs before becoming Executive Editor. She has written on many
domestic and foreign policy issues. Her writing has special emphasis on the
growth of communalism and the need to strengthen the secular and
democratic orientation of India's political system. She has written

extensively on foreign policy issues, particularly on India-Pakistan relation.

Mr. Gaurav C. Sawant, New Delhi 2001

With over 15 years experience in the field of journalism, Gaurav Sawant has been Associate Editor
with Headlines Today. He has covered conflicts in Jammu and Kashmir, North-East, Sierra Leone,
Iraq, Lebanon and Nepal. He is the author of Dateline Kargil: A correspondent's nine-week account
from the battlefront published by Macmillan. He was the only journalist to have travelled with the
Indian forces to Sierra Leone, in West Africa, a United Nations Peace keeping mission. He visited
Siachen seven times to report on the lives of the soldiers, who contend with harsh condition of the
world's highest, coldest and costliest battlefield. Most recently he has reported on the Kargil conflict
as the only journalist in country to have been stationed in the war zone for more than two months.

Ms. Barkha Dutt, New Delhi 2002

Barkha Dutt (born on 18th December 1971) is an Indian TV journalist and columnist. She became
Group Editor, English News at New Delhi Television (NDTV). Dutt gained prominence for her
reportage of the Kargil War. She wrote a popular column for The Hindustan Times, called Third
Eye'. Dutt's reporting of the Kargil conflict in 1999, including an interview with army personnel,
brought her to prominence in India. She has since covered conflicts in Kashmir, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Iraq. She was honoured with Padma Shree in 2004; Tsunami and Commonwealth
Broadcasters Award for Journalist of the Year. Her Sunday Talk Show has won the most awards for
any show across television channels, winning the Indian Television Academy award for Best Talk
Show five yearsin a row.
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Mr. Om Thanvi, New Delhi 2003

Om Thanvi (born on 1st August 1957 in Phalodi, Rajasthan) is a writer and
editor of Hindi Daily Jansatta. He continues to write on a wide range of
subjects including painting, cinema, literature, language, music, theatre,
architecture, archaeology, travel and media. Currently he is the editor of
Jansatta, a newspaper of Indian Express Group published from Delhi.
During 1989-1999, Mr. Thanvi was associated with Chandigarh edition of
Jansatta as its resident editor. Before joining Jansatta, he had edited Itwari
Patrika (1980-1987), a Hindi literary and cultural weekly and had also
worked as editor-in-charge of Rajasthan Patrika in Bikaner (1987-1989).

Mr. Muzaffer Hussain, Mumbai 2004

Muzaffer Hussain was born in Bijoliya, Bhilwara, Rajasthan on 26th July
1945. He took up journalism as his career and acquired specialization in
affairs of Central Asia. He served various Hindi and Gujarati newspapers as
Editor / Sub-editor. He also worked as consultative editor of Deonagari
Samachar, Aurangabad. His columns are published in 42 news papers in
different languages and regions all over India and abroad. He has been an
advisor on the editorial board of the English magazine, ‘Now Opinion'. His
major contribution are books written in Hindi, Marathi and Gujarati. He
was honoured with Padma Shree in 2002.

Mr. Shekhar Gupta, New Delhi 2005

Shekhar Gupta (born on 11th January 1951) is the editor-in-chief of The Indian Express and Group
Chief Executive Officer of Indian Express Group of Publications. He presents the 'Walk the Talk'
segment aired on NDTV 24x7, the weekly show features conversations with newsmakers from
politics, society, sports and entertainment. He was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2009 for his
contribution in the field of journalism. He became a reporter at 26 with The Indian Express in 1977,
joined India Today News Magazine in 1983 and in 1995 he again joined The Indian Express as its
Executive Editor. He exposed the horrific Nellie massacre in Assam that marked a watershed in the
North-East's ethnic conflict. He has reported from regions of conflicts in India and has written
extensively on contemporary South Asian politics and security.

Mr. Rajdeep Sardesai, New Delbi 2006

Rajdeep Sardesai (born on 24th May 1965) is an Indian journalist, political commentator and news
presenter. He entered television journalism in 1994 as Political Editor, New Delhi Television. He
was particularly recognised for his coverage of the Gujarat riots. He later quit NDTV to start his own
company, Global Broadcast News (GBN) in collaboration with the American giant CNN and TV18.
The new channel with Sardesai as the Editor-in-Chief has been named CNN-IBN. It went on air for
the first time on the 17th December 2005. Channel 7, subsequently named IBN-7 it also became part
of Sardesai's company. Rajdeep Sardesai was nominated President of Editors Guild of India. He is
also a member of the Population Council and the Press Club of India. He writes columns for leading

English dailies.

Mr. Alok Mehta, Delhi 2007

Alok Mehta is a pioneer of Indian Hindi journalism. He was appointed
editor-in-chief of Nai Dunia. He has also been a former President of the
Editors Guild of India. His 40 years in journalism career have given him a
wide range of experience. He has worked in many prestigious media house
like, The Times of India Group, Hindustan Times Group and Outlook
Group. He also worked in Deutsche Welle' in Germany. He has written
several books in Hindi and English and travelled extensively.
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Mr. Prabal Pratap Singh, New Delhi 2007

Prabal Pratap Singh is a bilingual journalist and has worked with
Rashtriya Sahara, The Pioneer newspapers, Eenadu and Aaj Tak
television before joining IBN-7 as their Executive Editor. He has covered
the Afghanistan War, the Iraq War. In 2006 he covered the Israeli attack
on Lebanon, Kashmir, North East and the communal riots in Gujarat. He
was the first Indian Journalist to reach Afghanistan where he stayed until
the fall of the Taliban in 2001. During that time he managed to survive
without food fora week and covered American bombing for two months.

Ms. Tavleen Singh, New Delhi 2008

Tavleen Singh is a noted Indian syndicated columnist and political reporter and writer. She was born
in Mussoorie in 1950 and studied at the Welham Girls School. She completed a short-term
Journalism course from the New Delhi Polytechnic in 1969. She worked with The Statesman as a
reporter and went on to do several stories on communal riots, elections and wars. She joined The
Telegraph as Special Correspondent in 1982, mainly covering Punjab and Kashmir. It was at this time
that Ms. Singh did her first widely covered interview with Bhindranwale and won the Sanskriti Award
in 1985 for her reporting on Punjab. In 1985 she became the South Asia correspondent of the Sunday
Times in London. Subsequently she became a freelance writer for India Today and The Indian
Express. She anchored the new weekly political discussion programme Dateline India for BBC World.

Dr. Ved Pratap Vaidik, New Delbi 2009

Ved Pratap Vaidik is a well-known scholar, political analyst, orator and
has worked as a columnist on national and international affairs. Amongst
his achievements he worked with Press Trust of India for a decade as the
founder-editor of its Hindi News Agency 'BHASHA' having previously
held the position of Editor (views), Nav Bharat Times. He became a
member of the Indian Delegation to the UN in 1999 and Chairman of
Council for Indian Foreign Policy and Bhartiya Bhasha Sammelan. He
has to his credit more than 1000 articles published in his name in eminent
newspapers including The Times of India, The Pioneer and World Focus.

Mr. Sajid Rashid, Mumbai 2009

Sajid Rashid a journalist and writer. He was awarded for a collection of
short stories by the Central Government, Hindi Directorate in 2005. Heis
the first Urdu writer, to have been twice awarded with the Katha Award in
1997 and 1999 for short stories. He also received the Osama Talha Bravery
Award for Urdu Journalism in 1994 and the Sahitya Academy Translation
Award in the year 2007. He is editor of several magazines, The Daily Urdu
Times (1986 to 1997); Naya Waraq (Literary Urdu Magazine); The Daily
Mahanagar (1999 to 2005) and is political columnist for The Daily
Mahanagar, Mumbai and The Daily Jansatta, Delhi.

Mr. Sanjeev Srivastava, New Delhi 2010

Sanjeev Srivastava, a former Indian Affairs Editor of the BBC World
Service. He has been reporting on India and South Asia for television,
radio and online media houses and corporations of international repute,
and, today, is perhaps the most well known Indian authority in global
broadcasting. His authoritative voice and face on all issues relating to
India on the international media firmament. He has been the BBC's chief
editorial voice for all Hindi output, across platforms. He was also the
BBC's point person in India as the company negotiated new projects in

theland.
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Ms. Harinder Baweja, New Delhi 2012

Ms. Harinder Baweja has been a journalist for nearly three decades. During her career she has reported
from conflict zones all over the world distinguishing herself amongst senior reporters in India as she
covered some of the most difficult issues concerning national security, insurgency, terrorism, human
rights violations and foreign affairs. Several of her stories have had an impact on national policy and
internal affairs as she has overseen many exposé in the history of Indian journalism. Ms. Baweja is India's
only woman journalist to have been allowed in to the headquarters of the militant group Lashkar-e-
Taiba in Lahore, Pakistan, soon after the Mumbai terror attacks on 26/11. She also made a crucial
investigation on the detrimental use of SIM cards by the terrorists in the 26/11 episode. Her interview
with LeT's representative has recently been published in the book '26/11 - Mumbai Attacked'.

Dr. Gulab Kothari, Jaipur 2012

Dr. Gulab Kothari is a dedicated journalist and sensitive writer considered to be one of the most
celebrated journalists in India. Apart from being the Chief Editor of one of the largest circulated
Hindi daily newspapers of India named Rajasthan Patrika, Dr. Kothari heads Jan Mangal Public
Charitable Trust - a charity created by Rajasthan Patrika for welfare-oriented programmes. As a
sensitive editor Dr. Kothari is always moved by the conflicts that arise in society and cause suffering.
Dr. Kothari has traveled extensively covering all continents delivering lectures at international
conferences or making presentations on various aspects of Vedic philosophy. Dr. Kothari's has
launched a campaign entitled 'Haryalo Rajasthan' (Let us make Rajasthan green) and people have
responded by planting thousands of trees and stopping deforestation.

Mr. Arnab Goswami, New Delbi 2013

Mr. Arnab Goswami, Editor in Chief of Times Now, has brought in new standards of credibility and
independence in television news. For over 7 years at the helm of TIMES NOW, he has led the
coverage of the biggest news events with dignity and speed. His channel’s exposures on corruption
and social wrongs have forced the highest authorities to act, and led to a new media revolution in
which standards of political accountability have been brought under public scrutiny. The programme
he hosts, THE NEWSHOUR, is India’s highest watched television news programme for almost a
decade. As a must watch across the country, it has changed the nature of news debate, and become the
benchmark of honest and independent journalism in the country. With his passionate journalism, he
has created a new wave in Indian news media, in a medium that has high impactand reach.

M. Piyush Pandey, Mumbai 2015

Mr. Piyush Pandey as the Executive Chairman & Creative Director, South Asia, Ogilvy & Mather
Advertising, he has put his advertising and communication skills to work for many campaigns in the
public and national interest. Through his skills he initiated an awakening in society through the
medium of media, and creative communication including journalism. He has worked alongside the
Ministry of Health, Government of India and UNICEF on the famous and highly effective Polio
Campaign. He masterminded the 'Incredible India!' campaign for the Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India, which drew millions of tourists into the country. He scripted the beautiful,
inspiring lyrics of 'Mile Sur Mera Tumhara', for the National Literacy Mission of India in 1988 the
anthem of National Integration even today. Born and raised in Jaipur.

Mr. Rahul Kanwal, New Delhi 2016

A hard hitting investigative journalist for whom the world is his Newsroom. Rahul Kanwal is the
Managing Editor of TV Today Network, which runs India Today and Aajtak news channels. Rahul is
the anchor of Newsroom, a flagship prime time broadcast on India Today TV. He also hosts the
popular Hindi interview show Seedhi Baat over the weekends on Aajtak. Rahul is the driving force
behind some of the most significant investigative stories that have been aired by the India Today
group. Rahul's forte is as a reporter and investigator par excellence. Whether it is the devastating
earthquake in Nepal, the floods in Kashmir or the deadly cloud burst in Uttarakhand, Rahul goes
where the news is, breaking the monotony of TV discussions by giving a viewers a ringside view of the
story as it unfolds, from where it unfolds.

29

i
«
5
=
g
-=
O
5
<
T




Mr. Praveen Swami, Noida 2017

National Editor for Strategic and International Affairs at The Indian Express. He writes on regional
security and intelligence issues. He is the author of India, Pakistan and the Secret Jihad: the Covert War
in Jammu and Kashmir, 1947-2002, published by Routledge in January, 2007. His other work includes
a 1999 book, The Kargil War, chapters in several edited volumes, and papers in journals including The
India Review, Contemporary South Asia, the CTC Sentinel of the Combating Terrorism Centre at
West Point, Faultlines and the South Asia Intelligence Review. In addition to his work as a journalist,
Mr. Swami is currently working on a series of short stories on the conflict in Kashmir, as well as a book
on the jihadist movement in India, both scheduled for publication in 2017. Born in 1969, Mr. Swami
read history at King's College, Cambridge University.

Ms. Suhasini Haidar, New Delbi 2018

Ms. Suhasini Haidar is the Diplomatic Editor of The Hindu, one of India's oldest and most respected
National dailies - www.thehindu.com, regularly writing on Foreign policy issues. Prior to this, she was
Foreign Affairs editor and prime time anchor for India's leading 24 - hour English news channel CNN -
IBN from 2005 to 2014. Over the course of her 20 year reporting career, she has covered the most
challenging stories and conflicts from the most diverse regions including Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Libya, Lebanon
and Syria. In India, she has covered the foreign affairs beat for over a decade. During her time reporting from
the heart of conflict zones, she was injured in 2000 while in Kashmir when a car, booby - trapped with a gas
cylinder packed with explosives in its boot, exploded. Suhasini's articles at The Hindu have covered wide
range topics including Indian Foreign Policy, International Diplomacy and Global Security challenges.

Ms. Swati Chaturvedi, New Delhi 2019

Ms. Swati Chaturvedi, a freelance reporter for printand broadcast media. Her first book, 'Daddy's Girl',
a murder mystery was published by Penguin Random House in 2016 followed by her first investigative
book the same year published to wide international acclaim titled 'T am a Troll - Inside the BJP's secret
digital army'. She regularly contributes investigative stories and analysis to NDTV, Gulf News, The
Wire and Hindu Business Line. She is responsible for breaking a number of stories on social media and
her tweets are often quoted in national and international publications. She was awarded Press Freedom
Award for Courage by Reporters without Borders in 2018; established in 1992, Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) held its annual Press Freedom Awards in London on 8th November 2018. The
international award for Courage was honoured to Ms. Swati Chaturvedi, the only journalist from India.

Mr. Raj Chengappa, Noida 2020

A journalist of over 40 years standing, he is currently the Group Editorial Director (Publishing) of the India
Today Group and Editor of India Today magazine. He spearheaded the re-imagining and re-launching of India
Today magazine when he re-joined the Group in June 2015 after serving as the Editor-in-Chief of The Tribune
Group of Newspapers for five years. The revamped India Today magazine emphatically reiterated the
publication’s dominant position in the market with the 2019 Indian Readership Survey putting the readership of
the English edition of India Today at 9.24 million making it the most widely read and respected publication in
the country. Under his leadership, India Today continues to chronicle without fear or favour the trials,
tribulations, upheavals and revolutions that keep our great democracy and country always on the move. He has
also authored the best-selling book titled “Weapons of Peace: The Secret Story of India’s Quest to be a Nuclear
Power’ that chronicles India’s nuclear weapons history.
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Hakim Khan Sur Award
(Instituted in 1986-87)

Hakim Khan Sur was a Pathan who came to Mewar from
his domicile in Hyderabad, Deccan. He became a
general in Rana Pratap's army and fought to uphold the
freedom and beliefs of his adopted home in the epic
battle of Haldighati (1576 CE) against the invading
Mughal army of Emperor Akbar. This is the first
recorded instance in the Annals of Mewar in which the
responsibility of leading the Mewar Army was not
entirely entrusted to Shaktawat or Chundawat brethren.
This was the direct consequence of Hakim Khan Sur's
declared undertaking that no one would be able to part
him from his sword in battle. Despite being a follower of
Islam he laid down his life in battle fighting against his
blood brothers thereby fulfilling his commitment to
uphold the freedom and honour of Mewar. Even in
death no one could part him from his sword and he was
buried with full honours with his sword in hand.
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His sacrifice is symbolic of the supremacy of ideology
over religious and communal consideration - a unique
example of his belief in the principles and commitment

of unquestionable loyalty and devotion to Manav
Dharma.

The Hakim Khan Sur Award is National Award. This
award has been instituted to honour work of permanent

value for the cause of national integration.
This National Annual Award consists of :

1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

2. A "Toran' plaque of honour.
3. A Felicitation Certificate.

4. Cash award of ¥ 1,00,001

T
g
<
5
%}
=1
<
%
E
=
T




Jathedar Jiwan Singh Umranangal, Jallandhar 1987

Jathedar Jiwan Singh Umranangal (1916-1997) comes from the village Dhaliwal, District Kapurthala.
He gained his reputation for his steadfast stand against militancy in the Punjab State. He was a
recipient of Padam Bhushan in 1991 and was given the National Amity award in 1996. He joined
active politics in 1952 and later became Akali Dal General Secretary and eventually its Vice-President.
The veteran leader’s struggle against militancy in Punjab began in 1978 and reached its peak in 1986
when he undertook a 3 year long door-to-door campaign in the Majha region approaching families of
terrorists to wean them back to the national mainstream. Umranangal, who topped the terrorists hit
list for a long time during the decade-long militancy, finally paid the price for his heart-felt conviction
when his son was killed in 1987, but that too failed to deter him in his mission.

Mr. Sunil Dutt, Bombay 1988

Sunil Dutt (1929-2005) was an Indian Hindi movie actor, producer, director and politician. He setup
Nargis Dutt Foundation for the cure of cancer patients. After the killer quake in Latur and
Osmanabad districts in 1993, Dutt rallied around, collected donations and provided blankets and
utensils. In 1987, at the height of the crisis in Punjab, he walked 2000 km from Bombay to Amritsar
and prayed at the Golden Temple for peace. In 1988, he went from Nagasaki to Hiroshima in Japan to
protest against nuclear weapons. He also travelled through Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Nepal as part of the Hands Across the Borders peace expedition. In fact even earlier he entertained the
Indian Army after conflicts with China (1962) and Pakistan (1965 and 1971) by organising the Ajanta

Arts Welfare Troupe and visiting various sectors where Indian Army Jawans were wounded in action.

| | Mr. Komal Kothari, Jodhpur 1989

i Komal 'Komalda' Kothari (1929-2004) is an Indian folklorist from
Jodhpur. Kothari is known for his work on Rajasthani folklore. He has
specifically made a contribution to the study of musical instruments, oral
tradition and puppetry. He is also a patron of Manganiyar and Langa
becoming the first to make recordings of this traditional music. He
founded the magazine 'Prerna’and the Rupayan Sansthan and has spent
much of his career at the Rajasthan Sangeet Natak Academy. He has
received the Padma Shree and Padma Bhushan from the President of
India.

Mr. Suresh Mullick, New Delhi 1990

Suresh Mullick, the legendary creative head of Ogilvy & Mather passed away in 2003. He had the gift
of a natural musician to recall and reproduce music. The concept for ‘Mile Sur Mera Tumbara' was
developed in 1988 by Lok Seva Sanchar Parishad, and promoted by Doordarshan (then India's sole
TV broadcaster) and India's Ministry of Information. The project of the song was conceived and
directed by Suresh Mullick. The national integration video was intended to instill a sense of pride and
promote unity amongst Indians, highlighting the different linguistic communities and societies that
live in India - India's unity in diversity, so to speak. Mile Sur' was telecast for the first time on
Independence Day 1988, after the telecast of the Prime Minister’s speech from the ramparts of the
Red Fort. It quickly captivated India, gaining and maintaining near-anthem status ever since.

Dr. Rahi Massom Raza, Bombay 1991

Rahi Masoom Raza was born in Ghazipur in eastern Uttar Pradesh. He is a renowned Urdu shayar.
He won the Filmfare Best Dialogue Award for the hit film 'Main Tulsi Tere Aangan Ki' in 1979. He
wrote the script for a popular TV serial, Mahabharat'. Several works of Raza vividly depict the agony
and turmoil of the consequences of partition, and its effect on the Hindu-Muslim relationship in the
Indian subcontinent as well as the social tension among different social groups of India. Some of his
stories and literary work also depict the social tension amongst social groups belonging to same
religious faith but traditionally positioned at different social hierarchical levels. 'Neem Ka Ped’ (a
neem tree), a TV serial lucidly depict the social tensions that occurred in the past between the groups.
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Dr. N. P. Sheshadri, New Delbi 1992

Navaneethem Padmanabha Sheshadsri is a distinguished scholar and dynamic administrator. He was
born at Kandiyur, Tamilnadu. When he came to New Delhi there were no activities to support
classical arts and he established the National Centre for Promotion of National Integrated Culture of
India. The National Cultural Festivals and the Akhila Bharatiya Veda Vidwat Sammelan was
conducted in New Delhi in 1973. This event was a great tribute to his devotion and dedication to
both artists and scholars which brought all of them on a single platform and promoted the cause of
national integration. Dr. Sheshadri has also supported the Handloom Sector by greatly improving the
marketing programmes for weavers by setting up a network of National Handloom Expositions
throughout the country.

Mr. Sunil Manohar Gavaskar, Bombay 1993

Sunil Manohar Gavaskar is a former cricketer who played during the
1970-80s for Bombay and India. Widely regarded as one of the greatest
opening batsmen in Test Match history. He held the record of 34 Test
centuries for almost two decades before it was broken in 2005. He was
widely admired for his technique against fast bowling and the first
batsman to score 10,000 runs. He has also been awarded the Padma
Bhushan. After retirement, he has been a popular, commentator both on
TV and in print. He also served as an advisor to the India National Cricket
Team and was the Chairman of the ICC Cricket Committee.

Mr. Saeed Naqvi, Bombay 1994

Saeed Nagpi is a journalist, newspaper editor and became one of India's
leading columnists. He attended La Martiniere College in Lucknow. He
received the National Integration Award in 2003, awarded by the
National Commission for Minorities in New Delhi on 18th December.
The award was conferred for his outstanding contribution towards
promoting communal harmony and national integrity.

Acharya Shree Tulsi, Ladnu 1995

Acharya Shree Tulsi (1914-1997) was the founder of Jain Vishva Bharti
Institute, Ladnu, Rajasthan in 1970. He has been an accomplished poet
and author of over a 100 books, as well as a distinguished religious leader.
He was given the title 'Yuga-Pradhan' in 1971 and The Indira Gandhi
Award for National Integration in 1993. He realized that the
independence of India would be futile unless the national character was
developed. On 2nd March 1949 he launched the Anuvrar Movement' to
spearhead this idea [anu (small), vrat (vow)]. The Movement has inspired
followers to practice purity and self-discipline in their personal lives.

Kavi Shri Pradeep, Mumbai 1996

Kavi Pradeep (1915-1998) was a popular Indian poet and film lyricist, who found fame with his
patriotic song, ‘Aye Mere Watan Ke Logo', written as tribute to the soldiers who had died defending the
country, during the Sino-Indian War. The song was famously performed live, by Ms. Lata
Mangeshkar, in the presence of Prime Minister, Shri Jawahar Lal Nehru at New Delhi, on Republic
Day in 1963, and moved him to tears. Despite many offers, he pledged the royalties of the song to the
"War Widows Fund'. In 2005 the Bombay High Court ordered Saregama (HMV) to pay Rs 10 lakh
as arrears in royalties due to the Fund. In a career span of nearly five decades he wrote about 1700
songs.
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Ms. Shabana Azmi, Mumbai 1997

Shabana Azmi was born on 18th September 1950 in New Delhi. She
became one of India's leading actresses of experimental and parallel Indian
cinema. She is a film actress as well as a social activist, and her
performances in films in a variety of genres have generally earned her not
only praise but awards including five National Film Awards for Best
Actress. Her performances have characterized by a real-life depiction of
the roles she has played. During her career she has also acted in various
stage plays. She has received international awards in recognition of her
performances.

Mr. K.P.S. Gill, Chandigarh 1998

Kanwar Pal Singh Gill served twice as Director General of Police (DGP)
Punjab, where he is credited for having brought the Punjab insurgency
under control. During his distinguished career he has been an author, editor,
speaker, consultant on counter-terrorism and President of the Institute for
Conflict Management. In May 1988, he commanded Operation Black
Thunder to flush out militants hiding in the Golden Temple. This
successful operation was described as a severe setback to the Khalistan
Movement. In contrast to prior operations, minimum force was used under
full public scrutiny. He was honoured with Padma Shree in 1989.

Mr. Javed Anand, Mumbai 1999

Javed Anand was born in Mumbai in 1949. He worked for The Daily,
Bombay, as its Chief Reporter and Special Correspondent for The Sunday
Observer before taking up the post of deputy editor in 1993 to co-edit a
monthly journal to promote communal harmony alongside Ms. Teesta
Setalvad. Together they started Sabrang Communications to provide
information and analysis to expose the machinations of communal
politics in India on the subcontinent and abroad and to publicise the
attempt of secular individuals, groups and organizations engaged in

fighting them.

Ms. Teesta Setalvad, Mumbai 1999

Teesta Setalvad was born in 1962 and educated in Mumbai. She started her career as reporter for The
Daily, Bombay where she gained wide experience in journalism, including six years as senior
correspondent with Business India. She was recipient of PUCL Journalism for Human Rights Award
in 1993; the Chameli Devi Jain Award for Outstanding Woman Journalist 1993 and the Ramkrishna
Jaidayal Harmony Award for Journalism (English) in1997. The magazine Communalism
COMBAT was started in August 1993 and presently has a readership of over 50,000. In 1995 she was
part of the core group that launched the Pakistan- India people's forum for peace and democracy, and
in1996 as an extension of its internal module she began AMAN a project that helps link up the
children of India and Pakistan.

Mr. Asghar Ali Engineer, Mumbai 2000

Asghar Ali Engineer was born in Rajasthan in 1940. He has published 40
books on Islam and communalism and communal violence in India. He
has edited the prestigious quarterly Indian Journal on Secularism and has
published numerous research articles of current interest in leading
national daily newspapers. In 1993 he was conferred Honorary Doctorate
of literature for his publications and work on communal harmony and
religious understanding. He has initiated several reforms in the Bohra
Muslim Community.
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Dr. Harivansh Rai Bachchan, Mumbai 2001

Harivansh Rai Bachchan (1907-2003) was a distinguished Hindi poet from the Chhayavaad literary
movement (romantic upsurge) of early 20th century Hindi literature. In 1955, he shifted to Delhi to
join the External Affairs Ministry as an Officer on Special Duty. During his 10 year period of service
he was also associated with the evolution of Hindi as the official language and enriched Hindi through
his translations of major writings. As a poet, he is famous for his poem 'Madhushala'. He was
nominated to the Rajya Sabha in 1966 and received the Sahitya Akademi award three years later. In
1976 he was honoured with the Padma Bhushan for his immense contribution to Hindi literature.
He was also honoured with the Saraswati Samman, the Soviet land Nehru Award and the Lotus
Award of the Afro-Asian writers' conference, for his unique contribution to the world of letters.

Ms. Lata Mangeshkar, Mumbai 2002

Lata Mangeshkar was born on 28th September 1929, she is one of the
best-known playback singers in the Hindi film industry. Mangeshkar's
distinguished career started in 1942 and has spanned over six and a half
decades. She has sung in over a thousand Bollywood movies and has
performed songs in over twenty regional Indian languages although
primarily in Hindi. She is the second vocalist ever to have received the
Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honour. She was featured in the
Guinness Book of World Records from 1974 to 1991 for having made the
greatest number of recordings in the world.

Mr. Javed Akhtar, Mumbai 2003

Javed Akhtar was born on 17th January 1945. He is an Urdu poet, lyricist
and scriptwriter. Some of his most successful work was done in the late
1970-80s. Akhtars' songs are rhythmic, reflective on life and very melodic
and catchy. He was awarded the Padma Shree in 1999 and Padma
Bhushan in 2007. He has won five times National Award for lyrics and
script writing. In 2001 Javed Akhtar received the National Integration
Award from All India Anti-Terrorist Association and Avadh Ratan from
Uttar Pradesh Government.

His Holiness the 14th the Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso, Kangra 2004

The Dalai Lama was born in Lhamo Dhondrub on 6th July 1935. He is a descended from a lineage of
religious officials of the Gelug sect of Tibetan Buddhism. He is the head of state and spiritual leader of
the Tibetan people. Since 1967, His Holiness initiated a series of journeys which has taken him to
over 46 nations. His ongoing efforts to end the suffering of the Tibetan people through peaceful
negotiations and reconciliation have required enormous courage and sacrifice. The Norwegian Nobel
Committee's decision to award the 1989 Peace Prize to His Holiness the Dalai Lama won worldwide
praise and applause. His Holiness promulgated a democratic constitution, based on Buddhist
principles and the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsasa model for a future free Tibet.

His Holiness Swami Ramdev, Haridwar 2005

Swami Ramdev is particularly well-known for his efforts in popularizing Yoga as it is enunciated in
Patanjali's Yoga Sutras. He is also one of the founders of the Divya Yog Mandir Trust that aims to
popularize Yoga and offer Ayurvedic treatments. Over 85 million people follow his yoga camps on
television channels and videos. His TV program 'Om Yog Sadhana’ brought him fame in India,
Africa, Australia, Asia, Europe and America. Followers of these programmes have claimed relief from
a variety of ailments such as blood pressure, elevated blood sugar, spondylitis, hepatitis and obesity.
Swami Ramdev emphasised on teaching and making available the practice of Pranayama for the

masses.
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Ms. Seema Anil Sehgal, Mumbai 2006

In 1998 when relation between India and Pakistan were at the lowest ebb
and it was a taboo even to talk of Indo-Pak friendship, Seema Anil Sehgal
cut a music album dedicated to Indo-Pak friendship. Her album, entitled
Sarhad' caused a sensation and became the forerunner to the historic
Lahore Bus Yatra undertaken by Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari
Vajpapee. This is the first time ever that the voice of a singer has thus been
presented as national gift by the head of a State. Dedicated to spreading
this message Seema is aptly called the Peace Singer of India.

Mr. Sampooran Singh Kalra (Gulzar Saheb), Mumbai 2007

Sampooran Singh Kalra was born on 18th August 1936. He is best known as 'Gulzar Saheb'. He is an
Indian poet, lyricist and director. He was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2004 for his contribution
to the arts, and the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2002. In 2009, he won the Academy Award for Best
Original Song for Jai Ho'in the film Slumdog Millionaire (2008). On 31st January 2010, the song
won him a Grammy Award in the category of Best Song Written for a Motion Picture, Television or
Other Visual Media. He is best known in India as a lyricist for songs that are an integral part of Indian
cinema. He brilliantly depicts human relations, biographical profiles and often controversial social
issues.

Mr. Nand Ram Das 'Balkavi Bairagi', Neemuch 2007

Rashtriyakavi Shri Balkavi Bairagi was born in Rampura, District Neemuch, Madhya Pradesh in
1931. He is not only a great patriotic poet and appositive thinker, but also a great social reformer and
motivator of youth. His contribution towards spreading a message of communal harmony and
undertaking nation-building activities have been widely applauded. He is involved in various social
welfare and educational activities and is celebrated for his straight forward statements in Parliament.
He has also been scriptwriter for documentary film; written songs and dialogues for Hindi films. He is
the author of more than two-dozen books including poetry. He contributes to a number of leading
newspapers and magazines.

Mr. Shyam Benegal, Mumbai 2008

Shyam Benegal has been considered one of the leading filmmakers of the
country. His films have been seen and acclaimed widely in India and at
International film festivals for the last three decades. The core subjects of
his films have varied in nature but mainly focus on contemporary Indian
experience. As a person deeply committed to social integration in India, he
was part of the National Integration Council and the National Council of
Art. He received Padma Shree in 1976 and Padma Bhushan in 1991. In
2004 he was awarded the Indira Gandhi National Integration Award and
was recipient of Dadasaheb Phalke Award for Lifetime Achievement in
2005.

Mr. Jagat Singh Mehta, Udaipur 2008

Jagat Singh Mehta was born on 17th July 1922 in Udaipur. From 1947-80 he served in different
capacities in the Ministry of External Affairs. He was Private Secretary to the Secretary General 1948-
49; Under Secretary, Administration 1948-51; Director of the Northern Division, China and
neighbouring countries. He was the first head of Policy Planning Division 1966-69; Additional
Secretary for Africa; Policy Planning and Administration 1974-76 and Foreign Secretary,
Government of India 1976-79. He headed many of the negotiations for the Sino-Indian boundary
issue 1960; compensation for Indian nationals expelled from Uganda in 1975; Normalization of
relations with Pakistan 1976; Salal Dam dispute with Pakistan arising out of the Indus waters treaty
1976 and the Trade and transit treaties with Nepal 1978. He was awarded Padma Bhushan in 2002.
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Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Trivandrum 2009

Shashi Tharoor is a prize-winning author, widely-published critic,
commentator and columnist. In 2007 he concluded a career spanning
nearly 29 years with the United Nations, including working for refugees
in South-East Asia at the peak of the 'boat people' crisis, handling peace-
keeping operations in the former Yugoslavia and culminating as Under
Secretary General for Communications and Public Information. At the
age of 22, he was named by the World Economic Forum in Davos in 1998
as a 'Global Leader of Tomorrow'. He was awarded the Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman, India's highest honor for overseas Indians.

Mr. Naseeruddin Shah, Mumbai 2009

Naseeruddin Shah was born on 16th August 1950. He has seen success in
both mainstream Bollywood cinema as well as in parallel cinema. He has
acted in over 200 feature films in many Indian languages as well as some
international productions. He has been honoured by Padma Shree in
1987 and Padma Bhushan in 2003. At the 7th International Film Festival
of Mumbai he was awarded for his contribution to Indian cinema in 2003.
He received the International award for best actor at Venice Film Festival
in 1985 and in 2008 Zenith Asia Award at the Asian Film Festival, Pune.

Ms. Nandita Das, Mumbai 2010

Nandita Das, is an award-winning Indian film actress and independent
film-maker. She is known to world audiences for her critically acclaimed
performances as an actress in films. She was a member of the main jury at
the Cannes Film Festival in 2005, Karlovy Vary International Film
Festival in 2007 and Marrakech Film Festival in 2009. In 2008 the French
Government awarded her the prestigious Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres.
She has received other awards at International and National level. She is
part of Indo-Pak Peace initiatives and a member of the South Asians for

Human Rights (SAHAR).

Mr. Rahul Bose, Mumbai 2012

Mr. Rahul Bose is an Indian actor, screenwriter, director, social activist, and rugby union player.
Time magazine named him 'the superstar of Indian Arthouse Cinema' for his work in parallel cinema
films including English, August and Mr. and Mirs. Iyer. He is the founder of the anti-discrimination
NGO, The Foundation. Bose assisted in the relief efforts in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands after
the 2004 Boxing Day Tsunami. As part of the Solidarity Network, he made 23 trips over 30 months,
providing relief and was consequently involved in rehabilitation efforts for which he was awarded the
Godfrey Phillips Prize for Bravery in Social Service. He is also an ambassador for the American India
Foundation, the World Youth Peace Movement and Planet Alert. Bose has given lectures on gender
equality and human rights at Oxford and at the 2004 World Youth Peace Summit.

Dr. Farooq Abdullah, New Delhi 2013

Dr. Farooq Abdullah is the Union Minister for New and Renewable Energy in the Government of
India. He is best known for his energetic leadership of the path breaking and transformational
initiative in renewable energy - The Jawahar Lal Nehru National Solar Mission. He is also known for
a number of other initiatives in the renewable energy space in India, notably the introduction of
Generation. He has been a member of the Committee on Defence, Member of Parliamentary Forum
on Population and Public Health, and a Member of Consultative Committee of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. Dr. Abdullah has received the Dr. B.C. Roy Award as a medical man-cum-statesman, D.
Litt. (Honoris Causa) from Aligarh Muslim University, Doctor of Letters (Honoris Causa) from
Pondicherry University and Grand Cross of the Order of Civil Merit of Spain.
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Ms. Vrinda Grover, New Delhi 2015

Ms. Vrinda Grover is a human rights lawyer. Vrinda has appeared in landmark human rights cases
and represented women and child survivors of domestic and sexual violence, victims and survivors of
communal massacre and political activists. Vrinda's research and writing probes the impunity of the
State for human rights violations. She has contributed to the drafting of laws including, the Criminal
Law Amendment Act, 2013, relating to sexual violence against women; a legislation for protection
from communal and targeted violence. She has actively engaged with the UN human rights
mechanisms. She is a member of the UN Women India Civil Society Advisory Group and Bureau
member of South Asians for Human Rights (SAHR). TIME Magazine identified her as one of the
100 most influential people in the world in 2013.

Mr. Prasoon Joshi, Mumbai 2016

Mr. Prasoon Joshi, National Award Winner, an acclaimed Advertising industry Leader. He is widely
recognized as one of the most unique voices making its mark in this complex landscape by integrating
nation and character building activities through the medium of Poetry, Films, Lyrics, Cause based and
other media communications. His distinguished service of permanent value to society on issues of
national concern and integrating these issues which reflect specially through his poems. In 2008 he wrote
after the Mumbai terror attacks 'Is baar nahin' for which he says that "I believe it should reach as many
people as possible because it is our collective pain and voice"; in 2014 he penned a poem to pay homage
to the Peshawar massacre victims titled 'Samjho Kuchh Galat hai'. He is known for showcasing a strong
character in society which amalgamates youth into nation building projects, activities and issues.

Mr. Shailesh Lodha, Jodhpur 2017

He is widely recognized as one of the most distinctive and socially accepted poet-actors has
made his mark in this complex landscape by integrating the nation and society through
various media communications specifically stage and television. Shailesh has connected
people through his poetry and satire over the last thirty five years. Shailesh has been a
balkavi, weaving the fabric of Indian culture through his poems like 'Sanskar', 'Maa' and
'Betiyan'. He plays an integral part in the world's longest running daily comedy TV show
"Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah' both as an actor and sutradhaar. The USP of the show

is mixing social messages with comedy.

Dr. E. Sreedharan, Ponani, Kerala 2018

Dr. E. Sreedharan took his degree in Civil Engineering and entered the elite Indian Railway Service of
Engineers in December 1954. As an Executive Engineer on Southern Railway he came into the spotlight
when he restored the 26 spans of Pamban Railway Bridge, which had been washed away by tidal waves on
the 22nd December 1963, in a record time of 46 days. On his retirement, he headed the Konkan Railway
Corporation Lid. as its CMD and executed the 760 km long Konkan Railway from Mumbai to
Mangalore, in an incredibly short period of seven years. On completion of Konkan Railway he was
selected to head the prestigious Delhi Metro as its Managing Director. 180 kms of Delhi Metro was
commissioned by the time he stepped down in December 2011. His pioneering contribution to the Delhi
Metro and to the spread of Metro revolution in the country earned him the nick name 'Metro Man'.

Mr. Suresh Wadkar, Mumbai 2019

M. Suresh Wadkar was born on 7th August, 1955 in Mumbai. With 35 years of experience he is now
recognised as one of the most talented and versatile playback singers. Moving into the field of academics
he started the 'Smt. Savitri Vasant High School'. He has sung in more than 500 Films in Hindi,
Marathi, Gujarati, Kannada, Bengali, Oriya, Sanskrit, Malayalam, Nepali, Bhojpuri, Hariyanavi,
Assamese, Chhatisgarhi, Sindhi, Urdu, Kashmiri and Punjabi. He is spreading the message of integration
and introducing Hindustani Classical Music to thousands of students. It has been his continuous
endeavour to educate, integrate and spread Hindustani Music, Culture and Art across society through
devotional songs in different languages. Through his pursuit of excellence and his expressive music, he
encourages young people to get involved in nation building projects and other activities.
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Mr. Manhar Udhas, Mumbai 2020

He has subsequently worked with many composers in the film world and has lent his voice to many
songs. He has sung in more than 450 Hindi films in many languages including Gujarat, Hindi,
Bhojpuri, Oodia, Punjabi, Bengali. The albums are focused on spreading the message that all
humans, irrespective of their caste, creed, religion and colour are equal. He has effectively employed
his music with meaningful songs and gazals to establish peace and harmony not only in Indian society
butalso across the world.
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Maharana Udai Singh Award
(Instituted in 1996-97)

The tumultuous life of Maharana Udai Singh (r. 1537-
1572 CE) stands in marked contrast to the tranquility
and beauty of the City that today bears his name. After
narrowly escaping an assassination attempt, Udai Singh
lived for years in exile in Kumbhalgarh. Udai Singh
ascended the throne in 1537 backed by the nobles of
Mewar, and returned to Chittorgarh to continue his
rule. Emperor Akbar besieged Chittorgarh in 1567.
Maharana Udai Singh, having foresight into the
barbarity of the battle that would ensue and desiring that
the Mewar line should continue, left Chittorgarh
earlierand soughtssafety in the valley of the Aravali hills.

Maharana Udai Singh had created a lake and named it
Udai Sagar. After his safe arrival in 1553 he founded the

Accession No. 2012.18.0142_R | Image courtesy: The City Palace Museum, Udaipur development.
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City of Udaipur and began to build a
new palace on the shores of Lake
Pichola. Thus, Udaipur became the new
capital of Mewar.

Today the city of Udaipur is renowned
the world over for its natural beauty.
The lakes, gardens and once abundant
flora and fauna form a picturesque
setting for the magnificent palace
complex to be found here. Udaipur is
often referred to as the '"Venice of the
East' and such praise is testament to the
far-sightedness of Maharana Udai Singh

and his successors.

Today at the beginning of the 21st
century, we are standing at the cutting
edge of urbanisation, growth and
development. In the 20th century,
much of this development has been a
product of unplanned haphazard
growth which has lead to environmental
degradation. The issues of development
and maintenance of environmental
balance are inextricable linked. An
amalgamation of these issues for
environmental growth has been a central
tradition to the House of Mewar. The
city of Udaipur has served as a model of
sustainable development from its

conception to its current progressive

Maharana Udai Singh Award is a National Award. This
award has been instituted to honour work of permanent
value in protecting and enriching the environment,
hand-in-hand with future development. The spirit of
this great cause has been pursued by all the Maharanas of
Mewar, and is epitomised by Maharana Udai Singh's
creation of Udaipur.

This National Annual Award comprises:

1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

2. A '"Toran' plaque of honour.
3. A Felicitation Certificate.

4. Cash award of ¥ 1,00,001



Mrs. Maneka Gandhi, New Delhi 1997

Maneka Gandhi has been an Indian politician, animal rights activist and
environmentalist. She was appointed Chairperson of the Committee for
the Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals
(CPCSEA) in 1995. Under her direction, CPCSEA members carried
unannounced inspections of laboratories where animals were being used
for scientific research. She started the organisation People for Animals, the
largest organisation for animal rights / welfare in India. She hasanchored a
weekly TV program named 'Heads and Tails' highlighting the suffering

meted out to animals due to their commercial exploitation.

Dr. Ranjit Sinh, Wankaner 1998

Ranjit Sinh has been involved with wildlife since childhood. Joining the
IAS in 1961, he has held numerous assignments in nature conservation,
when he was responsible for the establishment of 14 new national parks
and 11 new sanctuaries. He drafted and piloted the India Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, and its subsequent amendment, and was the first
Director of Wildlife Preservation for India. He was a Member Secretary of
the Tank force which initiated the Project Tiger in India in 1972. He has
been a Vice-Chairman of the Survival Service Commission of the
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International Union for the Conservation of Nature.

Dr. Anil Agrawal, New Delhi 1999

Anil Agrawal was Science Correspondent of the Hindustan Times and The Indian Express in New
Delhi. In 1980 he founded the Centre for Science and Environment of India's first environmental
NGO's that was setup to analyse and study the relationship between environment and development
and create public consciousness about the need for sustainable development. In 1987, The UN
Environment Programme elected him to its Global 500 Honour Roll for his work both in the
national and international arena. He founded and edits 'Down to Earth' India's first science and
environment magazine and probably the only one of its kind in the developing world.

Prof. Veer Bhadra Mishra, Varanasi 2000

Veer Bhadra Mishra is the founding president of the Sankat Mochan
Foundation. Prof. Mishra was recognized by the United Nations
Environmental Programme's Global 500 Roll of Honour in 1992, and
was a TIME Magazine's 'Hero of the Planet’ recipient in 1999 for his
work related to the cleaning of Ganga through the Sankat Mochan
Foundation. He has served in several national- and state-level committees
including the Planning Commission, Wasteland Development Board and
the Consortium of Voluntary Action and has received Padma Shree and
Padma Bhushan.

128th Infantry Battalion (TA) Ecological, Jaisalmer 2001

Under the command of Lt. Col. Gurdeep Singh, Army Officers and The
Infantry Battalion, under took to change the vast Thar desert, Rajasthan
into an eco-friendly green belt. Following an initiative taken by Central
Government in 1983 this Infantry Battalion, the Rajputana Rifles
Regiment, succeeded in creating an area of 3818 hectares of grass land. A
further area of 8380 hectares has also being planted with 11692000
saplings. This mammoth task succeeded due to the untiring and dedicated
efforts of the officers and men of The Infantry Battalion.
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Capt. C. P. Krishnan Nair, Mumbai 2002

C. P. Krishnan Nair was born in Kerala in 1923. He resigned from the
army to work for the liberalisation of his native handloom weavers in
North Malabar. He took up the cause of the Handloom Weavers
Association and was responsible for the scientific production and modern
marketing methods of today's handloom cloth. In 1999 he received the
prestigious UN Environment Award, The Global 500 Roll of Honour
which is the highest award bestowed on an individual's support for the
environment movement. He received the honour for his personal
contribution to de-urbanising parts of suburban Mumbai.

Naval Dockyard, Mumbai 2003

The Naval Dockyard, Mumbai has a maritime heritage of over 266 years and is the Indian Navy's
premier repair yard providing repair, refit maintenance and berthing facilities for ships, submarines
and yard crafts. The organisation is spread over 263 acres of land in the heart of South Mumbai. It has
over one hundred work and production centres with 13,000 personnel working under one roof. The
Yard is the first establishment in the Indian Navy to earn the rare distinction of achieving recognition
based on quality management system and today 67 work centres are ISO certified. The Yard has a well
defined quality policy and it is committed to improving the surrounding environment. It has been
highlighted that Naval Dockyard, Mumbai has been considered a model consumer of electricity by
M/s BEST for having maintained a power factor above 0.99 consistently throughout the year 2001-02.

Mr. Kisan Babu Rao (Anna Hazare), Pune 2004

Kisan Babu Rao has worked tirelessly to encourage villagers to work for a
common cause. He also advocates the theory of water and soil
conservation for preserving natural resources and has increased
agricultural production. Some of the programmes undertaken by Hazare
include water management, lift and drip irrigation, Gobar Gas plants,
Solar heating, Smokeless Chulhas. Inspired by his efforts, the
Government of Maharashtra has decided to replicate the Ralegan Siddhi
Model in 300 villages in Maharashtra. His principles contribute towards

making the village structure a sustainable and self-sufficient one.

Mrs. Suniti Yadav, Raipur 2005

Suniti Yadav is founder of the Eco-Feminist Movement in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh States.
She is currently working on a research project’ Green History of Chhattisgarh State'. In 1992 she
started the 'Vrviksha Raksha Sutra Programme'in Jashpur, the remotest corner of MP in which people
tie a sacred thread around trees on the eve of Rakshabandhan festival. More than 17,000 people have
attended the ceremony. She is popularly known as the "Tree woman of Chhattisgarh'. Her dedication
to conserve the forests has strengthened the emotional bond between Man and Forest. She has
formulated the concept of combining religion and has prepared an action plan to protect and develop
the sacred groves in Jashpur to motivate tribal women to ensure their active participation in Joint
Forest Management.

Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, New Delhi 2006

Bindeshwar Pathak is one of the great humanists and social reformers of
contemporary India. He is the leader of a national crusade to restore the
human right of dignity to millions of scavengers (cleaners and carrier of
human excreta) and to provide a safe and hygienic human waste disposal
system. The scheme stands to benefit some 700 million people. He has
become an internationally acclaimed expert on sanitation and on a
national scale has developed and implemented a low-cost and suitable
toilet technology (popularly known as Sulabh Shauchalaya System)
endorsed by the UN for 2.4 billion people across the globe.
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Dr. Gufran Ullah Beig, Pune 2007

Gufran-Ullah Beig was born in Jhalawar district, Rajasthan. He is amongst the few scientists in the
world to have initiated the three-dimensional atmospheric pollution and climate change modeling
scheme for the environmental science. He has made important contribution related to lower and
middle atmospheric response to human induced green house gas increase. His work deals with the
specific theme of 'Global climate change in atmosphere' (surface to 100 km) and this has made an
important contribution to environmental science. His prediction of Mesospheric cooling by 2 to 4
K/decade has serious implications for the future and his team has made a significant contribution
related to the middle and upper atmospheric response to anthropogenic emissions of green house
gases. In 2007 he worked as Deputy Director of Indian Institute of Tropical Metrology, Pune.

Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, Bangalore 2008

In 2008 Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan was Director of the National Institute of Advanced Studies
(NIAS), Bangalore. Under his leadership, as Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation,
the programme witnessed several major milestones including the successful launching and operation
of India's prestigious launch vehicles, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle and the Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle. He also managed the development and launch of some of the world's top
civilian remote sensing satellites, IRS-1C and 1D, realization of new generation INSAT
communication satellites and ocean observation satellites IRS-P3/P4. These efforts have placed India
as a major space-faring nation in the world. He has also made significant contribution to the study of
Cosmic x-ray and gamma ray sources and the effects of cosmic x-rays in the lower atmosphere.

Dr. Ranganath R. Navalgund, Abmedabad 2009

Navalgund, is a distinguished scientist, who in 2009 was Director of the
Space Applications Centre (SAC), one of the major Centres of Indian Space
Research Organisation based in Ahmedabad. At the time he directed design
and development of state-of-the-art communication, navigation,
meteorological and remote sensing payloads flown on INSAT and IRS series
of satellites. Two instruments Terrain mapping camera and Hyper spectral
imager were successfully flown on Chandrayaan-1 that were also built ac SAC.
He has contributed significantly to the use of remote sensing application
programmes that are used for environmental monitoring in the country.

Mr. Randhir Bittu Sahgal, Mumbai 2009

Bittu Sahgal is Editor of Sanctuary Magazine. With a natural affinity for
nature he made frequent treks and camping trips into the Indian
wilderness for over a decade. This encouraged him to start ‘Sanctuary'and
'Cub' Magazines in the early 1980s. In pursuit of his objectives to
communicate the rationale of conservation to as wide an audience as
possible, he produced over 30 conservation-oriented documentaries,
which have been aired over India's national television network,
Doordarshan. He has also worked tirelessly to save the tiger, protect
coastal India and its traditional fishing communities.

Dr. Shailesh Nayak, New Delhi 2010

Shailesh Nayak has been Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences since August
2008. He was mainly responsible for conceptualizing, formulating and
executing many national level projects related to the application of satellite
data on ocean colour, integrated coastal zone management, snow and glacier
studies and water resources. At INCOIS in 2006, he set up a state-of-the-art
Early Warning System for Tsunami and Storm Surges in the Indian Ocean.
He was responsible for the conceptualization and development of Marine
GIS. He has made outstanding contributions in improving advisory services
related to potential fishing zones, ocean state forecast and Indian Argo project.
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Dr. Partha Sarathi Roy, Debradun 2012

Dr. Partha Sarathi Roy is a Director of ISRO and Director, Centre for Space Science & Technology
Education in Asia & the Pacific (Affiliated to the UN), Dehradun. He has made significant and
pioneering contributions in Geo-information Science and Remote Sensing Technology for
measuring, mapping and monitoring natural resources; conceptualizing solutions for disaster
management and working on investigative exploration of geospatial analysis and modelling. As an
ecologist Dr. Roy has made a scientific contribution in developing remote sensing based methods to
study vegetation, landscapes and ecosystems. He was the team leader for the first ever-national-level
satellite remote sensing application for a generation of geospatial information on forest cover
mapping and monitoring.

Dr. Tessy Thomas, FNAE, Bangalore 2013

Dr. Thomas is the first woman scientist to head a missile project in India. In January 2012, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh told the Indian Science Congress that Mrs. Thomas is an example of a
"woman making her mark in a traditionally male bastion and decisively breaking the glass ceiling".
The media has named her 'Agniputri' or one born of fire and "Missile Woman', after the missiles she
has helped develop. She has been associated with Agni Programme from the start of its developmental
flights. She has designed the guidance scheme for long range missile systems which is used in all Agni
missiles. She is Project Director (Mission) for the long range AGNI-V system at the Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) of India and successfully flight tested on 19th April 2012.
She stands asan icon of reflection in the changing scenario of women in India.

Dr. Vidya R. Athreya, Pune 2013

Dr. Vidya R. Athreya a wild-life biologist. She is Research Fellow, Wildlife Conservation Society,
Bengaluru. Her work has largely focused on large carnivores living in populated areas, especially
leopards. The purpose of her work has been to carry out research that aims to better support the
management of leopards and reduce conflict especially attacks on humans. As part of her work she is
in contact with the local media, managers and the public so that the results of research are widely
disseminated. She assisted in the publication of a national level and state level in 2 affected states of
Mabharashtra and Himachal Pradesh on management guidelines as to how to deal with leopard
conflict - available at www.projectwaghoba.in/conflicts.htm. She collaborated in the publication of
Human Leopard Conflict Management Guidelines by the Ministry of Environment and Forests.

Mr. Jadav Mulai Payeng, Jorhat, Assam 2015

Mr. Jadav Mulai Payeng: The Man Who Grew His Own Forest. During the floods that ravaged Assam
in 1979, aged 16, Jadav walking along the sandbars of the Brahmaputra River and saw how the floods
had washed many snakes ashore onto the sandbars. Jadav alerted the forest officials, who weren't
prepared, to fund the planting of trees because they believed nothing would grow in the sandbar. Even
though it was a painstaking process, he persisted to plant bamboo and a year later, in 1980, the Assam
Forestry Division initiated a plan to reforest 200 hectares of land on one of the sandbars of the
Brahmaputra, known then as Aruna Chapori. Working for them Jadav started planting trees on a five
year project. After the official end of the project, Jadav remained at Aruna Chapori for 30 years devoting
his life to planting more trees for them with passion transforming the once barren land into a forest.

Ms. Amla Ashok Ruia, Mumbai 2016

She has transformed the face of over 100 villages in Rajasthan by using traditional water harvesting
techniques and building check dams. This is the story of how she made it all possible by engaging the
local community and generating an income of ¥ 300 crores per annum for 2 lakh villagers. It is not
unusual to see dry and deserted farms in Rajasthan. But there are some villages where water is no longer
a problem, farmers are growing not one but three crops a year, and houscholds are even earning
additional income from animal husbandry. Amla Ruia known as "Water Mother' brought water to
hundreds of villages in Rajasthan through her initiative. A Mumbai-based social activist founded Aakar
Charitable Trust (ACT) to translate her thoughts into action and started researching the water troubles
of Rajasthan. In the future, Amla and her team want to also expand their efforts to other States.
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Dr. R. Vasudevan, Madurai 2017

Dr. R. Vasudevan is the Dean ECA & Professor of Department of Chemistry, Thiagarajar College of
Engineering, Madurai, Tamil Nadu. He is a man on a mission to clean India of its plastic waste. With the
aim of changing the way plastic is treated in the country, in 2002 he innovated a technique of making roads
using plastic waste. Soon after he patented the technology, when he could have made his fortune selling the
technology to private companies, he chose to share his expertise with the Government of India for free.
While the world is struggling to find a method of disposing of plastic, Vasudevan, with his persisting
experiments, has found a way forward on this global issue! The technique was first used to make a road
inside his college campus. This was just the beginning and soon after it was adopted by many towns and
cities in various states across the country. In Tamil Nadu, the District Rural Development Agency laid
1200 km of plastic roads in 29 districts across the State.

Mr. Gafarbhai Qureshi, Gir Somanth, Gujarar 2018

Mr. Gafarbhai Qureshi was justa 14 year old when his father passed away. He had four acres ofland, a
well and 50 plants. After his father's death; he made it a point to grow more and more plants. He used
traditional farming methods on several plantations until he met Prof. Anil Gupta from Indian
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad who initiated the idea of a 'Shodh Yatra'. The aim of the
'Shodh Yatra' was to learn about the experiences of the farmers engaged in organic farming and inform
other farmers about the methods they used. He has travelled through almost 19 states; completed 40
Shodh Yatras; studied 6 crore plants and planted 5200 varieties of plants in the nursery 'Qureshi Baug'
in last 20 years. He has also started searching for Hakims and Gardeners over the age of 90 during his
Yatras to meet retired agri-scientists of various Universities to gain more knowledge from them.

Ms. Geeta Seshamani and
Mr. Kartick Satyanarayan, New Delhi 2019

Ms. Geeta Seshamani, is senior wildlife conservationist and an animal rights activist. She is the Co-
Founder, Secretary of Wildlife SOS, established in 1995 with co-founder Mr. Kartick Satyanarayan
and Vice President of Friendicoes SECA an NGO dedicated to taking care of domestic animals in
New Delhi since 1979. Since 1995 the organization Wildlife SOS has evolved to actively work
towards protecting Indian wildlife, conserving habitat, studying biodiversity, conducting research
and creating alternative and sustainable livelihoods for erstwhile poacher communities or those
communities that depend on wildlife for sustenance. Two of their collaborative publications are
Dancing Bears of India 1997 and Trade in Bears and their parts in India: threats to conservation of
Bears. With their shared commitment, they have dedicated themselves to mission 'Elephant
Conservation and Care Center' a project of Wildlife SOS, created in 2010 at Mathura to rehabilitate
severely abused captive elephants in distress. The Centre, India's first specialised hospital, currently
houses 20 elephants with 12 females and 8 male elephants. The centre is full of natural vegetation
with enough open areas and trees for their daily walks, thus making it closest to the natural habitat of
the elephant. Training courses are organized by Wildlife SOS to spread knowledge on Elephant
medical care, humane elephant management and veterinary procedures to spread compassion. The

Elephant Hospital was built entirely with private donations and CSR support.

Mr. Devilal Dhakar, Bhilwara 2020

He is an exceptional man who despite being physically challenged turned a small initiative into a
'Green Revolution'. He was a teacher in the Government School of Barundani Panchayat of
Bhilwara. Nearby his school at Dhabhai Ki Jhunpadiyan there is a crematorium where at the time of
any funeral people attending the funeral would come and sit inside the Government School to escape
the scorching sun in summers. This gave him the idea to create an environment of a plantation and
trees to protect people from the intense heat. In 2016 he was transferred from the Dhanbhai Ki
Jhunpadiyan Government School to another location. Due to this transfer he was unable to visit
Dhanbhai Ki Jhunpadiyan for a long time and many of the saplings he had planted there had withered
and died. He was very saddened by this and resolved that in the future he would endeavour to
continue looking after his plantations personally. At present Mr. Dhakar has successfully planted
more than 5000 trees which he has registered and mapped so they can be properly cared for.
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Panna Dhai Award
(Instituted in 1997-98)

In former times it was usual to engage a lady
who was nursing her newborn child to /.
supplement the feeding of another infant 71
whose mother was unable to do so. Such a
lady in Mewar was known as 'Dhai’ (foster
mother). In the House of Mewar the
privilege of being appointed a Dhai had
long been in existence and selection was

usually restricted to a particular community.

In 1535 CE Rana Vikramaditya was assassinated by
Banveer. Kunwar Udai Singh, the rightful successor to
the Gaddi, was an infant at the time. Banveer, who was
an outsider, wanted to usurp the Gaddi of Mewar and
remove all impediments including young Kunwar Udai

Singh.

Kunwar Udai Singh had a Dhai called Panna, who had
her own infant son, Chandan. She was deeply devoted to
both and lovingly brought them up as her own children.
Panna Dhai was fully conscious of the evil intentions of
Banveer and was extremely careful and protective of her
ward, knowing the serious consequences lest anything

happened to the future successor of Mewar.

One night, Banveer, with naked sword in hand,
managed to enter the quarters of Kunwar Udai Singh,
determined to eliminate the last hurdle in his desperate
quest for succession. Panna Dhai had suspected his
malicious intentions and while both the infants were
asleep that night, she placed her own child in the bed of
Kunwar Udai Singh. On entering, Banveer saw an infant
sleeping and demanded to know where was Kunwar
' Painting depicting

after Panna Dhai's

young son was slain

by Banveer, she felt
infant Kunwar Udai
Singh will also be
killed. She decided to
leave Chittor with
Kunwar Udai Singh
to save his life. Hiding
him in a basket she
left Chittor. She
sought asylum at
various places without
success, finally she
went to Kumbhalgarh
Fort, where the Fort
Commander Asha

ty Pallace Museum, Udaipur

Devpura gave her and
Kunwar Udai Singh
protection.
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Udai Singh, Panna Dhai pointed out Kunwar
Udai Singh's bed on which she had placed her
own son, Chandan. Without hesitation
Banveer assassinated the innocent child.
Thereafter Panna Dhai discreetly
smuggled Kunwar Udai Singh out in a
basket and only after some time they
: managed to reach Kumbhalgarh Fort safely.
4~  When the nobility and people came to know
the facts, they promptly forced Banveer out of
Chittor and instituted Udai Singh as Rana, thus
ensuring the unbroken lineage of the House of Mewar.

Words can never encapsulate the intense dilemma,
immense trauma and enormous personal sacrifice of
Panna Dhai. Her prodigious and fierce loyalty extended
far beyond any call of duty. The House of Mewar will
always be indebted to Panna Dhai. Her unparalleled
sacrifice has immortalised her in the annals of history
and she shall be forever revered.

The Panna Dhai Award is a National Award. It has been
instituted to honour Panna Dhai and is awarded in
recognition of one who ventures beyond the call of duty
and sets an example in society of permanent value

through sacrifice.
This National Annual Award comprises:

A Ceremonial Shawl.

A "Toran' plaque of honour.

A Felicitation Certificate.
Cash award of ¥ 1,00,001

BN

Accession No. 2011.26.0003_R | Image courtesy: The City Palace Museum, Udaipur

Painting depicting Banveer approaching Panna Dhai to become
undisputed King of Mewar by killing the infant Kunwar Udai Singh.
Panna Dhai replaced her Son Chandan in Kunwar Udai Singh's cot,

whom Banveer killed. Thus, the faithful Panna Dhai saved life of
Kunwar Udai Singh, the founder of Udaipur.



Ms. Anu Ben Thakker, Goraj (Vadodara) 1998

Anu Ben Thakker is a village woman with 7th grade education who wanted to join the Ramakrishna
Mission as a nun but because of her lack of college education was rejected by the Mission. She sought
instruction from a teacher who had lived in silence for 12 years. He encouraged her to devote her life
to serving mankind. In 1978, without any funds or other resources she built a hut on wasteland and
encouraged children to play there. Twenty five years later her endeavour became Muni Seva Ashram.
Today this 300 acre social service project is known and respected throughout Asia. It is engaged in the
upliftment of human beings through various activities focusing on education, character building and
health care.

Head Constable Sumer Singh, New Delhi 1999

Sumer Singh enlisted in the Delhi Police as a Constable in 1989. In 1997 he was detailed for duties at
Uphaar Cinema Hall. During the late afternoon on the 13th June, at the matinee showing of a Hindi
film 'Border' to a packed house of more than a thousand people, a transformer caught fire in the
basement and within minutes the cinema hall was filled with thick black smoke. Sumer Singh heard
the explosion and instructed the Manager's office to call the Fire Brigade. Without considering his
own safety he selflessly helped people trapped inside, carrying them in his arms and on his shoulders
out of danger. During his distinguished career he also caught a gang of bandits attempting to smuggle
lion and tiger skins.

Dr. Kiran Bedi, New Delhi 2000

Kiran Bedi was born in Amritsar in 1949. She was the first woman in India
to join the Indian Police Service in 1972. She was part of the District
Police Force, Delhi Traffic Police, during the Ninth Asian Games in
Delhi She was Inspector General of prisons of Tihar Jail in Delhi where
she was awarded the Jawaharlal Nehru Fellowship for her writing about
her term of office. She was invited by international organisations and
governments to train Law Enforcement Agencies on the prevention of
domestic violence. She received The Police Medal for Gallantry and a '
Peace Award for Government Service in 1994.

Ms. Jai Shree Sharma, Dehradoon 2001

Jai Shree Sharma was born in 1971 in Dehradoon. She has devoted her life
to helping others and is presently working at the Sharp Memorial School
for the Blind at Rajpur, Dehradoon. She organises not only study
programmes but has also developed sports and cultural events that provide
opportunities for the visually disabled. In 1998 she organized a UP State
Cricket Cup. The team took part in the first ever World Cricket Cup for
the blind which was held in Delhi. Through her experience in

broadcasting she has made several recordings to provide cassettes for the

blind .

Prof. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, Chennai 2002

Abdul Kalam was born on 15th October 1931. He became a scientist and engineer
before he was elected President of India in 2002. During his distinguished career
as a scientist he made a significant contribution as Project Director when he and
his team develop India's first indigenous Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV-III) which
successfully injected the Rohini Satellite in the near earth orbit project in July
1980. After working for two decades in ISRO, he developed Indigenous Guided
Missiles. He was responsible for the development and operationalisation of AGNI
and PRITHVI Missiles. He was part of the team who carried out the Nuclear Test
in 2000. His development of the orthosis 300 gm calipers brought not only relief,

butalso a new beginning to young polio victims.
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Mrs. Ganga R. Singh, Jaipur 2003

Ganga R. Singh established the Research Education and Audiological Development Society and
started Monsoon Anubodh School and The Indo International School for underprivileged children.
Her initial purpose was to spread literacy to the poorest communities of Dundlod Village in
Jhunjhunu District, Rajasthan. The school started in one room with 40 children and 2 teachers. In
2003 the school building accommodated 200 pupils in 6 classes and claimed an extremely well
equipped diagnostic centre with a nursery section and fully trained staff. It is greatly due to the efforts
of Mrs. Singh that over 80 children with hearing difficulties are now able to attend normal schools
rather than specialists schools for deaf and mute children in Rajasthan.

Prof. Avdhash Kaushal, Debradoon 2004

Avdhash Kaushal was honoured with the Padma Shree for his outstanding
contributions to society after he led a campaign for Rural Litigation and
Entitlement Kendra (RLEK). As a pioneer of public Interest Litigation
movement, he has been credited with filing the first environmental PIL in
the Supreme Court of India known as "Mussoorie Mining Case', which led
to the closure of 101 limestone mines. Due to his lobbying and advocacy
efforts, lakhs of nomads across the country have today been included in the
mainstream electoral system. He also introduced the concept of
community kitchens fueled by cylinders with Hindustan Petroleum.

Commandant Rajesh Makwana, Udaipur 2005

When the Tsunami struck on 29th December 2004 Commandant Rajesh Makwana undertook two
sorties covering all the islands within a 50 mile radius of Port Blair searching for survivors of the
tsunami. Recognising the various aborigines and tribal people he also flew his single engine helicopter
over the prohibited and dangerous areas. His Chetak Helicopter proved to be a lifeline and the only
vital link between thousands of affected and stranded people from Port Blair and Little Andamans.
Flying from sunrise to sunset, he evacuated many casualties and dropped 2650 kg of food, water
medicines and much needed chlorination. He has also taken part in many other high risk missions
including SAR distress response, anti- poaching, anti- smuggling, casualty evacuation and disaster
management.

Ms. Pratiba Naitthani, Mumbai 2006

Pratiba Naitthani is known as the Uttarakhand lady. In 2006 she was a lecturer of political science at St
Xavier's College, Mumbai. In March 2004 she filed a PIL (Public Interest Litigation) at the Mumbai
High Court, which banned violence and vulgar TV programming on television. Her struggle began
over the issue of film posters displaying obscenities. Her concern was for young children who have free
access to programmes in their homes but certified as ‘adult’ in a theatre. Her continues efforts result in
September 2004, High court issued an order to Channels on small screen to permit to show films only
certified from censor board. In a landmark order, December 2005, the Mumbai High Court banned
the screening of films on cable television that do not have a 'U’ certificate from the censor board. Her
endeavour was to make media safe for children through the implementation of the law.

Mr. Shripal Singh Shaktawat, Jaipur 2007

During his work for a TV Channel Mr. Shripal Shaktawat achieved one of
the biggest sting operation entitled Kokh Mein Qatl. More then 100
doctors were exposed who were involved in the illegal trade of female
foeticide. Risking their own lives he and Dr. Meena Sharma captured in
their secret camera and exposed the doctors by video filming the entire
process of female foeticide in 4 states Rajasthan, Gujarat, MP and UP. On
the basis of this sting operation doctors are now facing police enquiries.
This sting operation has led to a nationwide uproar against female
foeticide and news relating to female foeticide is now headline material.
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Dr. Meena Sharma, Jaipur 2007

Meena Sharma who comes from a rural background took up journalism. She captured on camera over
a 100 doctors who were performing aborting unwanted female babies. In an undercover operation
lasting nearly 7 months she covered 36 cities and a distance of 13000 km in 4 states with Mr. Shripal
Singh Shaktawat and a pregnant lady. They recorded conversations with doctors and filmed the
illegal and inhuman female foeticide. The sting operation 'Kokh Mein Qatl exposed the illegal
practice of carrying out sex gender tests and subsequent abortions for pecuniary gain. They exposed a
police-doctor nexus and misdeeds carried out by a government department.

Ms. Aruna Roy, Rajsamand 2008

Aruna Roy is a social activist who served as an officer in the Indian
Administrative Service between 1968-1975. She is best-known for her
campaign to better the lives of the rural underprivileged in Rajasthan. Her
long campaign has been instrumental in passing the Indian Right to
Information Act in 2005. She left the IAS and established the Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathana (MKSS), Workers'-Farmers' Unity Union, a
group, which has become a working example of a transparent
organization. She was honoured with Ramon Magsaysay Award 2000 for
Community Leadership and International Understanding.

Mr. Karambir Singh Kang, Mumbai 2009

'A true hero', Mr. Kang was General Manager at The Taj Mahal Palace &
Tower, Mumbai in 2008 when terrorists laid siege to the hotel. His wife
Neeti and two sons, Uday aged 12 and Samar aged 5, trapped in their suite
on the sixth floor, all died of asphyxiation but even after learning of the
death of his family, he continued helping guests. On the final morning of
the siege when the last gunman was killed by Commandos he continued to
stay at his post. When the iconic hotel partially reopened in December
2009, he bravely responded to the call of duty and has been involved in the
restoration process of the hotel.

Prof. Shantha Sinha, New Delhi 2010

Shantha Sinha is Chairperson of the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights, Govt.
of India. As the founding Secretary of M. Venkatarangaiya Foundation, she has been involved in the
elimination of child labour through universalization of school education in Andhra Pradesh. This has
resulted in nearly 400,000 children between the ages of 5-14 being withdrawn from work over the last
15 years giving impetus to the Government School's programme to provide long term education. She
pioneered the 'bridge course' that prepares children who haven’tattended school as well as pupils who
have dropped out of school and older children to reach the appropriate class for their age before
admission into mainstream formal schools. She was chosen for the internationally renowned Ramon

Magsaysay Award in 2003 for Community Leadership and Padma Shree in 1998 for social work.

Dr. Mandakini Amte and Dr. Prakash Amte, Hemalkasa 2012

Deep in the heartland of India in an isolated tribal village called
Hemalkasa, Maharashtra, Dr. Prakash Amte and Dr. Mandakini Amte, a
husband and wife team, have quietly been carrying out a phenomenon on
a daily basis for almost three decades. The Amte's are social and
environmental pioneers. Mandakini Amte helps tribal women cope with
their inhibitions and superstitions relating to health care. Dr. Prakash
Amte is renowned for his medical work relating to a wide range of serious
injuries and illnesses including bear bites and burns, and the care for wild
animals rescued by the Amte Animal Arc.
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Captain (IN) Uday Kumar Sondhi, Shaurya Chakra, Mumbai 2013

During one of the operational sorties on the 15th April 1989, his aircraft developed a failure. Rather
than ejecting from the aircraft he steered it away from the town before eventually crash landing close
to a village adjoining the air station saving many innocent lives. As a consequence of the crash, he
suffered 40% deep third degree burns and his left leg was amputated below the knee. He was treated at
Calcutta, and against all odds survived. He was later moved to Pune where he was fitted with a
prosthesis. Finally, on the 8th December 1989, Sondhi was once again on his feet. Unfazed and
undeterred by the crash and the loss of his leg Sondhi again volunteered to fly. After a series of
vigorous medicals and passing through strict hurdles of flying with Test Pilots at ASTE, Bangalore, in
June 1990, Sondhi was finally cleared to fly the Alouette MK III helicopter. He, thus, became the
firstin India to fly an aircraft as a pilot with an artificial leg and has created history for Indian Aviation.

Ms. Anu Aga, Pune 2015

Ms. Anu Aga is known as much for her social work and activism as her business accomplishments.
Thermax was set up by Anu Aga's father Mr. A S Bhathena and husband in 1966 as Wanson (India) to
provide a range of engineering solutions. The company was renamed Thermax in 1980 after her
father retired. Her husband Rohinton ran and expanded the company until 1996, when he died of a
massive heart attack. While Ms Aga was still finding her feet as the head of Thermax, she suffered a
second tragedy when her 25 year old son Kurush was killed in a road accident. Thermax's growth had
nose-dived at the time, with share prices plummeting from ¥ 400 to ¥ 36 because of the market
downturn. In the face of considerable resistance, she started a full-scale turn-around. Between
February 1996, when she took over as Chairperson of Thermax, and 2004, when she stepped down,
Ms. Aga transformed the company into a global turnkey player in energy and environment projects.

Ms. P.T. Usha, Calicut 2016

She is regarded as one of the greatest athletes India has ever produced and is often called the 'Queen of
Indian track and field'. Her story is one of talent, sacrifice, grit and determination. Remarkably she
has won 103 international and 1000+ national medals between1974 and 2000. Usha has changed the
mindset of Indian athletes from 'Can we do it} to "We will do it!". From a humble start as USHA in
2002, selfless service and limited resources the school is now providing coaching and training, under
her personal guidance to 18 girls free of charge. The training, devised with the help of internationally
acclaimed experts includes study, exercise, dietary and psychological counselling. The outstanding
performance of USHA students at national and state championships is leading to more medals being
won at National Meets, Asian Games, World Junior Championships and the Olympics. The Usha
School of Athletics is training today's youth into tomorrow's achievers.

Captain Radhika Menon, Thrissur 2017

Captain Radhika Menon is the first woman captain of the Indian Merchant Navy, Master of the oil
products tanker Sampurna Swarajya. She received the 2016 International Maritime Organisation
Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea for her role in the dramatic rescue of seven fishermen from a
sinking fishing boat in tumultuous seas in the Bay of Bengal in June 2015. She is also the first woman
in the world to receive the IMO Award for Exceptional Bravery at Sea. The National Maritime Day
Celebrations (Central) Committee took pride in bestowing the 'NMD Gallantry At Sea Award' to
Capt. (Mrs.) Radhika Menon, Master, M.T. Sampurna Swarajya on 5th April 2016. Today we look
at her extraordinary life, one that exudes confidence and valour in the face of danger, in addition to
the many sacrifices she has made to keep sailing ahead.

Mr. Salim Gafur Sheikh and Mr. Harsh Desai, Valsad, Gujarar 2018

This is the story of a courageous bus driver from Gujarat, Mr. Salim Gafur Sheikh and the
unsung hero of the Amarnath Yatra terror attack, Mr. Harsh Desai, son of the bus owner,
who between them saved 52 Amarnath pilgrims from a terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir
on 10th July 2017. Mr. Sheikh, the driver from Valsad, Gujarat was carrying 60 pilgrims
from Srinagar to Jammu, showed extraordinary bravery when a group of terrorists
surrounded the bus and started firing indiscriminately around 8.20 pm near Batengoo in
Kashmir's Anantnag District. He continued to drive at full speed for more than 2 kms, with
a flat tyre, in pitch darkness through a hail of bullets and applied brakes to the bus after
reaching a military camp. As Mr. Sheikh ducked to save himself, three bullets hit Mr. Desai,
. who was sitting by his side but he pressed Mr. Sheikh to keep on driving and sets an example
. insociety of permanent value through sacrifice, in the face of immense hostility.
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Mr. Swapan Debbarma and
Ms. Suma Debbarma, Tripura 2019

Just like thousands of marginalised tribal farmers in Tripura, father-daughter duo inhabitants of
Dhanchara, Ambassa, Dhalai, Tripura Mr. Swapan Debbarma and his 9 year old daughter Ms. Suma
Debbarma has no access to basic necessities like drinking water, electricity or a sustained livelihood.
They make about rupees 60-70 a day by selling firewood from the nearby jungle. In the middle of
their struggles on the 15th June 2018, on a rainy day when they had no food at home, the duo headed
out in search of some fish. As they walked along the railway tracks they saw that almost a kilometre of
railway track had been derailed due to a huge landslide following heavy rains. Realising that the
damaged track would have led to a serious accident, possibly with the loss of thousands of innocent
lives they waited to warn the train driver. After waiting for about two hours at around 3.30 pm the
passenger train Siliguri to Agartala coming from Ambassa approached. Standing at the side of the
track, Swapan pulled off his shirt and his young daughter her skirt and they waved frantically to try
and stop the train. They then realised the only way of attracting the driver's attention was to risk their
lives and stand in the middle of the tracks and it was then that the driver Mr. Sonu Kumar Mandal saw
them and was alerted to the danger and stopped the train. Through a selfless act putting themselves in
imminent danger, Mr. Swapan Debbarma and his 9 year old daughter Suma averted a major accident.
Without their act of bravery we would be reading a very different story with possibly the loss of

thousands of lives.

Ms. Purnota Dutta Bahl, Mumbai 2020

She is the Founder and CEO, Cuddles Foundation, Mumbai, began her journey as a social
entrepreneur 6 years ago. She graduated from ISB and spent close to 11 years in corporate India,
managing and heading marketing for brands like Hindustan Times and Shaadi.com, before a visit to
Tata Memorial Hospital in Mumbai changed her life forever. More than 50,000 children are
diagnosed with cancer every year in India and 40 per cent of them malnourished at diagnosis. “8 out of
10 don’t survive because of malnourishment,” she points out. She quit her flourishing career, worked
with Senior Oncologists at Tata Memorial and developed a blueprint for Cuddles Foundation that
would go on to fight childhood cancer with food and nutrition. Because, food has the power to heal.
Today Cuddles has partnered with 31 government and charity cancer hospitals across 20 cities in the
country, conducting over 1.5 lakh treatment counsels every year. Looking back at her journey with
satisfaction, Purnota says Cuddles needs to be there in more hospitals in the times to come.
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Maharishi Harit Rashi Award
(Instituted in 1980-81)

R e .

S

Accession No. 2012.18.0147_detail R | Image courtesy: The City Palace Museum, Udaipur

The world famous Maharishi Harit Rashi was the Guru
of Bappa Rawal. He was an Acharaya of the Lakulish sect
and a great devotee of Shree Eklingnath ji. Bappa Rawal
came from Vallabhipur, now in the state of Gujarat,
India. He was one of the students at the Ashram of
Mabharishi Harit Rashi near the village of Kailashpuri, 20
kilometres from Udaipur. He was totally dedicated to his
Guru who recognised in him certain inherent qualities
and values which ought to be present in a leader. Before
he left for his heavenly abode he selected Bappa Rawal
amongst all his students to be entrusted with the
responsibility of the right to worship and administer, as
Diwan, the land on behalf of Shree Eklingnath ji. He
bestowed upon his favourite student the Kingdom of
Mewar and formulated the directions and the cardinal
rules of governance of his State. Thereafter Bappa Rawal
became the founding father of the House of Mewar early
in the 8th century.

Thus the Kingdom of Mewar and the concept of
trusteeship came into being as a consequence of a

religious blessing fourteen hundred years ago. The
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founding of the Maharana of Mewar Charitable
Foundation in 1969 is part of the obligation of the
Institution of Maharana.

The Maharishi Harit Rashi Award is a State Award. This
award has been instituted to honour scholars for work of
permanent value in awakening society through the
medium of vedic culture, the ancient 'Shastras' and
'KarmaKand'.

This Annual State Award consists of:

1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

2. A '"Toran' plaque of honour.

3. A Felicitation Certificate.

4. Cash Award of T 51,001 each™*.

* No. of recipients will be decided by the selection

committee



Pandit Girdhari Lal Shastri., Udaipur Mr. Surjandas Swami, Jodhpur Pandit Vidhyadhar Shastri, Bikaner
1981 1981 1982

; {
Pandit Harih Chandra Shastri, Bhilwara

, L

Mr. Bashir Ahmed 'Mayukh', Kota
1982 1983 Nawal Kishore Kankar, Jaipur

Mohamahopadhya

1983

es of the Maharanas of Mewar, Udaipur
rchives of the Maharanas of Mewar, Udaipur
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Mr. Khadagnath Mishra, Jaipur Dr. Rasik Vihari Joshi, Beawar Dr. Ram Chandra Dwivedi, Jaipur
1984 1984 1985

o7 0

|\ 15 L \
Pandit Har Deo Sharma Trivedi, Bhilwara Dr. Mandan Mishra, Jaipur Dr. Vasu Deo Poddar, Churu
1985 1986 1986
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Pandit Ram Shankar Dwivedi, Udaipur =~ Mahakavi Goshwami Hari Rai, Jodhpur

Pandit Bhim Shankar f)wivedi, Udaipur
1987 1987 1988

Pandit Balkrishna Vyas Shastri, Udaipur Dr. Jugal Kishore Mishra, Sikar Dr. Bhawani Shankar Trivedi, Bhilwara
1988 1989 1989

" ¥ .F | 4T .. - ‘---_‘_‘-\- . r
Dr. C. R. Swaminathan, Jaipur Pandit Ramsukh Shastri Pancholi Dr. Rajendra Prashad Mishra, Jaipur
1990 Udaipur 1991

1990

Dr. Vinod Shastri, Jaipur

| ‘f
Goswami Vagesh Kumar

1991 Kankroli, Rajsamand, 1992 Nathdwara, Rajsamand, 1992
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Mr. Mangilal Sharma, Nagaur Pandit Bhawani Shankar Dave, Sirohi
1993 1993 1994

Maharishi Harit Rashi Award

& 7 k
Dr. Braj Vallabh Dwivedi, Bhilwara
1994 1995 1995

g -y -h....":._;_ |:‘f k
Y

Dr. sthoreMishra, Khatu Shyamji Pandit Ganga Dutt Sharma Dr. Manohar Lal Dwivedi, Banswara
Jaipur Sawai Madhopur 1997
1996 1996

o e

Pandit Bhimsen Shekh

Dr.akes Shas
Chittorgarh, 1997 1998 1998
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awat Vedvagis Pandit Kalyan Dutt Sharma, Jaipur



Dr. Lambodar Mishra, Alwar 1999

Dr. Lambodar Mishra was born at Gitadevtha a village in the Mithilanchal region in Bihar to a Maithil
Brahmin family. He not only studied the Vedas through the university system but included in his
studies the Gurukul system. After graduating from the Sanskrit university in Varanasi, he went on to
gain several degrees - Samvedacharya, then a post graduate degree from Kashi University; Shukla
Yajurvedacharya from the University of Rajasthan and finally a Doctorate of Philosophy from the
National Sanskrit Institute in New Delhi. His book "Vedic Tatva Mimansa" bears the fruit of his
erudite pursuits and has been admired and praised by many scholars. His articles and essays appear in
various journals and magazines India and he frequently occupies the prestigious position of Acharya at
different venues where Shatchandi, Sahastrachandi, Vishnu Mahayagnas are venerated.

Dr. Sumitra Sharma, Jazipur 1999

Dr. Sumitra Sharma was born at Sikar in the Shekhawat region of Rajasthan in 1960 and was educated
at Sikar and Jaipur before completing her studies in Delhi and Prayag. For the last fifteen years she has
been a Senior Lecturer at Sardarshahar at Mittal girls' college where her ambition is to generate and
popularize Sanskrit amongst ordinary people. Her success has enabled her to associate as an eminent
Sanskrit scholar. Dr. Sumitra has been honoured by Churu Administration and several other
educational and social organisations for her cultural pursuits. She is the first founder Secretary of the
"Sanskrit Seva Prakostha" which was established by the educational Institution "Gandhi Vidya Mandir"
of Sardar Shahar. This prestigious post was awarded to her for her extensive popularization of Sanskrit.
Under the auspices of the "Prakostha" a number of important programmes have already been organised.

Nityagnihotri Pandit Som Dutt Sharma Purohit, Jodhpur 2000

Nityagnihotri Pt. Som Dutt Sharma Purohit was born in Jodhpur in 1944. He studied up to secondary
school level taking Sanskrit as an optional subject. He pursued his career in the field of "Vedic and
Karmkand" activities studying the "Shukla Yajurved" (Madhyandi Branch) with his father,
Nityagnihotri Pt. Vishnu Dutt Sharma who was also a well known Vedic Scholar. He received practical
training in astrology and architecture and has a good command of "Katyayan Shrot Sutra" "Shatpath
Brahmin" and Tantragam" He established a "Agnihotralaya Ashram" and Vedic Shikshan (a Vedic
teaching institution) in Jodhpur where he educates pupils in the traditional method. He also teaches the
effective meditation "Agnihotram". He is one of the few Brahmins in India who, since 1975 performs
Agnihotra. His services to the Indian Vedic Culture have been recognised by various institutions at
national and international level and his name appears in the Indo-Arab and Asia Who's who.

Dr. Gangdhar Bhatt, Alwar 2000

Dr. Gangadhar Bhatt was born in Alwar in 1927, the son of Shri Ram Chandra Bhatt
Vyakarnacharya. He studied at the University of Rajasthan and gained M.A (Sanskrit) as a gold
medalist and qualified for a doctorate in Hindi at Sahitya Ratna at Prayagraj. Between 1951 and 1988
he held 10 different posts as lecturer in Sanskrit, became Associate Professor at the University of
Rajasthan and Assistant Dean at the University Arts College. He gained administrative experience as
HOD of Sanskrit, Rajasthan College, Faculty of Arts, and head of the University, teaching
department of Sanskrit. After his retirement from the university services, he was appointed Principle
Investigator of Advanced U.G.C research project. Amongst his published works, the "Sanskrit
Kavyon main Nititattva" is an accepted work acclaimed for its classification analytic study and
original approach to the use of didactic elements in Sanskrit poetry.

Pandit Mohan Lal Sharma “Pandey, Jaipur 2001

Pt. Mohan Lal Sharma" Pandey" was born in Jaipur in 1934. He studied Sanskrit Literature, Vedas
and received instruction in "Karm-kand" activities. He has commissioned many Sanskrit books.
Those, which have been highly acclaimed, are "Raskapoor”, "Padmini' 'Patradootam'. In recognition
of his work of permanent value, in the field of Sanskrit literature and Karm-kand, he has received
many awards including The President's Award in 2000. As an eminent Karmkandi, he is frequently
invited all over India to perform Yajna, Pooja and Karm-kand.
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Dr. Rampal Shastri, Jaipur 2001

Dr. Rampal Shastri was born in Rajasthan in 1934 and after a post graduate degree' in Philosophy and
Sanskrit he pursued his career in Ayurveda Shastra, in Jaipur, and Ayurvedacharya in Delhi. He
obtained a Ph.D. from the University of Rajasthan for his research on "identification of drugs
depicted in "Atharva Veda" This work has been of great value in the use of botanical medicines. Dr.
Shastri has had many and varied experiences in teaching, research and clinical work. He has
supervised several thesis and published many papers on specific herbal drugs and the remedial role
they play in human life. Besides giving Radio talks he has also been interviewed on television as an
expert on medicinal plants. He also worked as Member of Board of Studies in the subject of Dravya
Guna.

Goswami Drumil Kumar Ji, Vadodara 2002

Goswame Drumel Kunwar was born in Baroda, Gujarat. He is the son of Vaishnav Guru Goswame.
From very early childhood he has studied The Veda Upnishadas and The Gita. He has created 70
development centres for children and attended many conferences at National and International level
where he has also addressed participants of different religions. He has established Shree Vallabha
Chrayaji Vishva Kalyan Trust to assist people affected by Natural Calamities such as earthquakes and
floods. He created a Master Plan to build 150 houses, a school, hospital and community centre. The
work is funded and supported by his disciples. He has established 143 youth centres in various
countries where he conducts classes in Yoga, Vedic education and focuses on all round development
of youngsters. During his lectures he uses audio visuals. He speaks Hindi and English.

Dr. Bhoj Raj Dwivedi, Jodhpur 2002

Dr. Bhojraj Dwivedi was born in Jodhpur in 1949. He passed B.A. (Hon.) in Sanskrit in first division
and further gained a gold medal in M. A. before completing his Ph.D in Astrology from the University
of Jodhpur. He has published over 200 books and made a valuable contribution to the ancient Indian
heritage of astronomy. He has received several gold medals and honours for his work and recognition
from The Hon'ble Gyani Zail Singh, President of India. He was selected as "Man of the Year 2000"
by the American Biographical Institute, USA for his worldwide distinguished work in the field of
Vastu Shastra. Dr. Dwivedi has travelled extensively to promote the science of Astrology and Vastu.
He has made many predictions relating to both national and international issues that have proven
authentic and remains selflessly devoted to serve humanity. His name is listed in Who's Who in India

Pandit Mahadev Shukla, Banswara 2003

Pt. Mahadev Shukla S/o Shri Shankarlal Shukla was born in Banswara (Raj.) on 13 Nov., 1922. After
completing his primary education in Banswara he studied Sanskrit in the school of Shri Ghanshyam
Das Ruhiya. He successfully conducted gayatri Yagna at Banswara. Mahadev in the year 1956, and at
koral village in the year 1960. He also spread vedic knowledge. He successfully performed the sahastra
Chandi Yagna at Tripura Sundari, which was organised by the Chief minister Hari Deo Joshi in the
year 1978. He also established a Gayatri temple in the memory of his late wife. He was also honoured
with Shri Veereshwar Shastri Purohit Samman in the year 2002 by Raj. Sanskrit Academy, Jaipur.
Pandit ji's efforts of spreading the knowledge of vedas and karmkanda are really commendably
especially today when we need to revive the knowledge of Indian Vedas.

Acharya (Dr.) Narain Shastri, Jaipur 2003

Acharya Narayan Shastri Kankar is a stalwart personality in the field of Sanskrit. His father
Mahamahimopadhyaya Acharya Pandit Sri NavalKishoreji Kankar was a Presidential awarded
Sanskrit scholar and had written beautiful and miraculous 'Rashtraveda’ in Vedic language and Vedic
meter adorning with the feeling of nationalism. He has published near about fourteen thousands of
Prose and Verses in Sanskrit and Hindi language in different periodicals. These oceanic works are
appeared in one hundred and eighty nine periodicals of various parts of India. Has published forty
individual writings in Sanskrit language in the form of book so far. He has participated more than 100
programme in All India radio for propagation of Sanskrit language. Thirty one of his Sanskrit books
have been translated in to other different languages. Thirty two of his basic Sanskrit writings have
been awarded by different kinds of awards in National level.
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Smt. Jaya Row, Mumbai 2004

Smt. Jaya Row is the founder of Vedanta Vision and Founder- Managing Trustee of Vedanta Trust.
Vedanta Vision is dedicated to the promotion of Vedanta, Indian philosophy-the oldest management
school in the world. She has used her background of Science and Management to communicate
Vedanta effectively to the educated elite. Her seminars for corporate executives have had a deep
impact by promoting a management style that is not only successful but uniquely Indian. She is
committed to sourcing the intangible wealth in India and projecting it to the world to enhance the
brand equity of the nation. She is dedicated to bringing Vedanta to the Youth. She has lectured at
various Management schools of India. She is a skilful orator and challenges people to look beyond the
mundane and secular and reach for the permanentand more meaningful aspects ofife.

Dr. Bhaskar Sharma “Shrotriya”, Jaipur 2004

Dr. Bhaskar Sharma "Shrotriya", a distinguished astrologer was born on 30th December, '1963 at
Jaipur. He has translated the "PRASAD MANDANAM" by Mandan Sutradhar, a famous scholar of
Mewar region of Maharana Kumbha's time. Other famous published books attributed to his name
are - "Ketaki Graha Ganitam", "Sawai Jai Singh II evam Unaki Prastar Vaidhshala", "Panchang
Vigyanam", "Muhurat Shiromani" etc. He has also prepared nine research papers and attended
various seminar's and astrological congress across the country. His experience and knowledge has
inspired many new Research Scholars to successfully complete their Ph.D. under his able guidance.
He has been instrumental in applying new techniques in the field of Sanskrit including fundamental
and creative writing. He has been felicitated with several prestigious awards like 'Vigyan Puruskar',
'Maheshwar Puraskar', 'Samman', 'Nimbark Shushan' etc.

Dr. Kedar Sharma, Jaipur 2005

Dr. Kedar Sharma did his Ph.D. on - "The Role of IDBI in the Industrial Development of Rajasthan”
in 1986. He is the most popular personality in India as well as abroad in this field. He has an extra
ordinary skill not only reading horoscopes but by studying faces when he can interpret their present,
past and future. Astrology is a Sadhana-Upasana (worship) from which Dr. Sharma draws his inner
strength for the benefit of society. Dr. Sharma has already predicted many national and international
prophecies.

Pandit Dharnidhar Shastri, Udaipur 2005

Pt. Dharnidhar Shastri is a great scholar of Shrimad Bhagwat Puran. He has devoted his life to the cause
of expounding Vedic culture and teaching about the aspects of Pushtimargiya Vallabh sampradaya.
Felicitated with the Bhagwat Bhooshan title, He has delivered lectures on Shrimad Bhagwat Puran in
states of Gujrat, UP, Maharashtra and Rajasthan. In his seventy third year, He is still able to read out
18000 shlokas without of help of any book. He has been the president of International Vaishnav
Council, Udaipur Chapter for 25 years. During his tenure, he organised the national congress of
Vallabh sampradaya in 1980. His late Highness Mahrana Bhagwat Singh Mewar of Udaipur had also
graced this congress. He played a vital role in translating and publishing Shrimad Bhagwat Puran into
Gujrati. In this way was able to acquaint much of the Gujrati community with the Bhagwat Puran.

Dr. Kamal Kishore Bharadwaj, jaipur 2006

Dr. Kamal Kishore Bhardwaj is an eminent scholar of Yajurveda and Samveda. Presently he is
working as professor of Veda as well as Zone Director of Sanskrit Education, Government of
Rajasthan. He has attended a number of Vedic conferences across the country to acquaint the
populace with this ancient form of study. He has also led as many as one hundred Mahayajnas (Grand
rituals) as Acharya. He is also an expert in Tantra Vidya (The Mythological knowledge of Mystery).
He has trained many youngsters and devotees in Karm Kand and Tantra Vidya. Dr. Bhardwaj has
propagated the study of ancient Shastras and Karm Kand across the country by organising various
conferences, delivering lectures on TV channels and training camps. He is an authority on the
interpretation of Shukla Yajurveda and Samveda.
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Pandit Jagdish Sharma, Jazipur 2006

Pt. Jagdish Sharma is also from Jaipur and an expert in Astrology, Vastu (Architecture) and Karm
Kand. He is a retired lecturer from the Government Acharya Sanskrit College, Ajmer. He is the
author of 11 books in different languages on these subjects. He has traveled and attended a large
number of religious ceremonies not only in India but also abroad. He has been Acharya at many Shat
Chandi and Sahastra Chandi Yajnas at Mumbai, Delhi, Himachal, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan as well as in Nepal and Bhutan. He has been presented with many awards at
State and National levels. His most significant contribution is a book on "Rudra Paath" (a method of
worshiping Lord Shiva). Hundreds of his disciples are earning their livelihood as a result of his
training.

Satyadev Sharma, Jaipur 2007

Pt. Satyadev Sharma was born on May 15, 1948 in Jaipur. A renowned 'scholar in the field of
Astronomy. His most remarkable work in this field is known through his book "Jya Tattva Viveka",
written in Hindi; it is a widely acclaimed title on trigonometry as developed by the ancient and
medieval Indian mathematicians and astronomers. He has studied various texts and authors like
Sripati, Vatesvara, Brahmagupta, Madhava etc. for highlighting their trigonometry methods
especially for their use in astronomy. In astronomy, the important concepts of lambanam and nati,
Carajya, drgjya, digamsajya ete. are completely based on the trigonometric rations. His other
important works are - Vrahad Bhartiya Kundli Vigyan, Dirgha Vritta Laxnam, Sidhant Siromani,
Ketki Grah Ganitam and a number of research papers on Astronomy.

Prof. Vasudev Sharma, Jaipur 2007

Prof. Vasudev Sharma born on August 11, 1960 at Gaziabad, Uttar Pradesh is presently providing his
services as a professor and the department head of astrology at the Sanskriti University, Jaipur. In the
year 1980 after getting the title of perfect predictionist astrologer and principle astrologer, he was
awarded with the title of Doctorate in Literature from Lal Bahadur Shastri National Sanskrit
University, Delhi. He has worked as a research assistant and in the year 1987, he joined Shri Ranveer
Central Sanskrit, University as a lecturer. Seven years later, he provided services at Sadashiv Central
Sanskrit University, Puri (Orrisa). His book titled "Bhartiya Vaidyaparamparayah Kramik Vikas" is
very popular. His research letters on astrology are publishes in various books and magazines. He is an
important contributor in reestablishing the Indian Vedic traditions

Pandit Shiv Charan Shastri, Jzipur 2008

Pt. Shivcharan Shastri, was born on 31Ist July 1932 at Dosa, Rajasthan. He completed his
"Jyotishacharya", "Saahityacharya" and M.A. in Sanskrit at Rajasthan University. Pt. Shastri has 35 years
of teaching experience in schools and 2 years of specialisation in the Sanskrit department. He was also
Vice Principal of Rajasthan senior secondary school before his retirement. Pt. Shastri has been honoured
with various awards by government and other institutions. He was awarded the "Best Teacher" award by
Rajasthan government; "Jyotish Maartand Samman" by Vedic Sanskrit Pracharak Sangh and Vyas
Baalabaksh Shodh Sansthan, Jaipur. He received a letter of appreciation from Bhartiya Prachya Jyotish
Sansthan. He has been awarded "Pradat Maharaja Sawai Maansingh" in 2002. Pt. Shastri's interests
include writing, editing, organizing seminars and camps relating to the education of astrology.

Dr Rajendra Prasad Sharma, Jaipur 2008

Dr Rajendra Prasad Sharma was born on 28th January 1959 Kaasnivaaya-Surajgad Jhunjhunoo,
Rajasthan. He has 20 years experience in teaching and as a research director. He was convener of Saral
Sanskrit Sambhasshan Kendra. He was programme head of Rashtriya Sewa Yojna for 4 years and he
has published several books 'Swara Mangala' a monthly magazine; 'Shabdbodh Mimansa': 'Bhartiya
Kavya Mimansa': 'Vakayartha Mimansa'; "Tantra-darshan Mimansa. He has also edited 32 books. Dr
Sharma has been awarded "Source Book of Pariniyan Linguistics” in New Delhi in 1989; Foundation
and Methodology of Theoretical Sciences In Indian Tradition" award for research scientist in May
1991; "Gyaan Ka Sampratyay Prachya Evam Pratichya Drishti" award by Ramkrishna Mission
Institute of Culture, Kolkata. He has also received the "Mimansa Kesari" award.
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Prof. Ganeshi Lal Suthar, Jodhpur 2009

Professor Ganeshi Lal Suthar, was born on the 3rd February 1947 at Marwar Lohawat, a village of
Phalodi Tehsil in Jodhpur District. The University gold medal was awarded to him when he achieved
first position in M.A. (Sanskrit) at Jodhpur University in 1969. Dr. Suthar gained a Ph.D. degree
(Sanskrit) at Jodhpur University in 1978. Dr. Suthar was promoted to the post of Professor in the
department of Sanskritat J. N. Vyas University in May 2001. Throughout his long and distinguished
service of 37 years at the University he worked with singular dedication as the first selected Professor
ranked Director at the Pandit Madhusudan Ojha Research Cell established in the Department of
Sanskrit at J.N. Vyas University Jodhpur. The Rajasthan Sanskrit Academy has honoured him with
'Vijnana Puraskar' and 'Pt. Madhusudan Ojha Veda-Sammam'.

Pandit Shri Nandan Mishra, Jzipur 2009

Pandit Shri Nandan Mishra was born in 1972 in Banaras. He initiated his learning in spiritual
environment under the table guidance of his learned father Pt. Tuli Shankar Mishra at the tender age of
8 years. As well as being educated in 'Guru Shishya Parampara' he gained his formal education from
Rajasthan and Banaras Universities. He is postgraduate in three vedas viz. Yajurved, Samved and
Atharved. Pt. Mishra has taught hundreds of students both independently and through various
institutions from different parts of India and abroad. He has compiled several books of practical use for
students as well as for rituals, 'Shukla Yajurveda Rudhrakshradhyayi: Bhairav Deepdan:
Mandalarchanam; some of which are currently in publication. He has several awards to his credit, Guru

Gangeshwar Award, Akhil Bhartiya Brahman Maha Sabha Award, Kailash Math Vedic Ratna Award.

Dr. Veeracharya Shastri, Jaipur 2010

Dr. Veeracharya Shastri, was born on 7th September 1933 at Jaipur. He has spent 30 years teaching at
Shyamlal College, Delhi University, Delhi. He holds a distinguished place among the top scholars of
the country and is well versed in the faculties of astrology, liturgics, Vedic tantrik rites, practices of
faith and memories, philosophy and is an observer of the tradition of knowledge as expounded by the
ancient sages and great souls. His father's guidance played a key role to his knowledge of his vedic
vision more especially in the editing of all- time book 'kyon' and a long lasting periodical’ lokalok'.
Dr. Shastri has various publications including Vedamrat Pustak 1981; Drashtanta Digdarshan 1999;
Sanatan Sanskar Vidhi 2004; Maryada Purshottam Ram 2000; Kyon 2007. He has also edited
Lokalok, a journal based on Sanatan Dharma and its principles over the last 46 years.

Pt. Ramesh Chandra Sharma Mishr, Kishangarh, Ajmer 2010

Pandit Ramesh Chandra Sharma "Mishra' was born on 25th January 1948 in the village of Sakhun,
District Jaipur. Pandit Sharma completed his diploma in Mechanical Engineering from Polytechnic
College, Ajmer and was given a scholarship for his studies and excellent achievement by the
Government of Rajasthan. From 1971 he began research in the field of astrology and Tantra Shastra
and adopted it as his profession. In 1995, he established Mayuresh Prakashan at Kishangarh, Ajmer
and started to write and publish his thoughts. He researched and developed 13 kinds of
Durgasaptashati and Tantra Shastras in an easy and well approached way of expressions for scholars.
He has published many books including Bhavan Vastu Shastra Evam Bhagyafthal; Subodh
Durgasaptashati Evam Yaag Vidhanam; Tantratmak Durgasaptshati; Bhinnpad Durgasaptashati.

Veernarayan N. K. Pandurangi, Jzipur 2012

Dr. Veernarayana N. K. Pandurangi was born on 4th July 1973 at Bijapur, Karnataka and has worked as
a Lecturer of Naveena Nyaya in Poornaprajna Vidyapeetha Sanskrita College, Bangalore. He is also
Project Coordinator for the project 'Development of Sanskrit Computational tool kit and Sanskrit Hindi
Machine Translation System'. This is a project undertaken by the Sanskrit Consortium, University of
Hyderabad since 2008. His qualifications include Vidvan (Navyanyaya): and (Dvaitavedanta),
Vidyavaridhi (Dvaitavedanta) New Delhi and Vidyavaridhi (Naveenanyaya) Tirupati. Co-founder of
Bharatiya Vidvat Parishat. His research papers and articles have been published at national level. He has
worked on Shastras and has organized several seminars including the National seminar on Vyutpattivada,
IFP and CIIL Mysore in 2004 and another National seminar on Vyutpattivada, JRRSU in 2007.
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Pandit Ramesh Bhojraj Dwivedi, Jodhpur 2012

Pandit Ramesh Bhojraj Dwivedi was born in Jodhpur and gained an M.A. in Sanskrit Literature from
jai Narayan Vyas University, Jodhpur. He has published several books and made a valuable
contribution to the ancient Indian heritage of astronomy. He has presided over many national and
International Astrological conferences and travelled extensively to promote the science of Astrology
and Vastu. He is author of the famous and much in demand Diamond Horoscope published in eight
different languages and popularly read all over the world. As recognition of this achievement his name
is in the Limca Book of Records. His articles on astrology are regularly published in daily Hindi
newspapers. He is President of International Vastu Association which also holds courses on various
aspects of astrology; Vastu Education; Palmistry and Numerology.

Prof. Ramanuja Devanathan, Jzipur 2013

Prof. Ramanuja Devanathan born at Aheendrapuram (Cuddalore District) Tamilnadu on 2nd April
1959. He gained his diploma in Arts (Education); Vidya Varidhi (Ph.D in Vyakaranam) and other
courses. He achieved M.A (Philosophy and Relations); M.Ed; Shiksha Shastri (B.Ed); Vyakarana
Visharada; Vyakarana Siromani (M.A.); Krishna Yajurveda Taittiriya Shakha. He has teaching
experience 30 years with language fluency in Sanskrit, Tamil, Hindi, English, Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam and Oriya. He has tutored 14 scholars for Ph.D and 14 Dissertations. He has attended more
than 100 seminars /workshops /symposia as a Resource Person. He is conferred with several awards such
as Shastravidvanmani by TTD, Tirupati; Brahmarshi Award from the President of India instituted by
PJSS, Rajasthan; Vijayashri by a social organization; Samskritasri by Bhasha Pracharini Sabha, Kanchi,
TN; Shikshak Ratna by the Akashdeep Trust, presented by the H.E. Governor of Gujarat.

Pandit Satya Narayan Shastri, Ajmer 2013

Born in Ajmer, Rajasthan in 1950 Pandit Satya Narayan Shastri was honoured with the title of
'Sahitya-Shastri' at Government Sanskrit College Examination, Benaras and in 1944 he was also
honored with the title of 'Kavyatirth' by Bengal Sanskrit Association, Kolkata. The President of India
presented him with a 'Certificate of Honour' in 2011 for his contribution in the field of Sanskrit.
Pandit Satya Narayan Shastri was awarded with Nimabark Bhushan by Akhil Bhartiya
Nimbarkpeeth, Kishangarh, Rajasthan in 1993; he has also received several felicitation certificates
from various institutions and organizations across the country.

Prof. Om Prakash Upadhyaya, Mandal, Bhilwara 2015

Prof. Om Prakash Upadhyaya, born in Maandal, Bhilwara, Rajasthan, India on 2nd June 1951. He is
an Indian ayurvedic physician and was Professor and Head of the Department at the National
Institute of Ayurveda, Jaipur before he was appointed as the Vice Chancellor of Guru Ravidas
Ayurved University, Hoshiarpur, Punjab in July 2011. He established Shrawani Poornima as Sanskrit
Day, amongst the public in Punjab, to unite the people of every section with the Sanskrit language
and to establish a Sanskrit Academy in Punjab. He was conferred with Padma Shri Award in 2013 for
recognition of his contribution in the field of Ayurveda; The Rashtrapati Award 2014 in Sanskrit. He
is working to rejuvenate the Sanskrit language and make it a language more familiar to the general

public.

Pandit Ganpati Lal Sharma, Jaipur 2015

Pandit Ganpati Lal Sharma, born in Khirni Village, Sawai Madhopur, Jaipur, Rajasthan, India on the
2nd September 1957. With 35 years of experience, he is a renowned Acharya (jyotish). He has
authored a number of books; Surya Siddhant, Gol Paribhasha, Rekha- Ganit (I to VI chapter), Laghu
Parashari, Janam Patra Deepak. Pandit Sharma has taught Maths and Jyotish to his students and
worked with wooden models, with replica tools from the collection of Architectural astronomical
instruments collection at Jantar-Mantar (Observatory), Jaipur. His worthy achievement is that
through the Akashwani (radio broadcaster) Jaipur centre, various aspects of Jyotish have been
discussed on air and he has played an influential role in ongoing research. For his exemplary
achievementin the field of astronomy, he was awarded as Honorary Degree of 'Jyotish Martand'.
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Prof. Laxmi Sharma, Jaipur 2016

Prof. (Ms.) Laxmi Sharma was born in Jaipur on 15 September 195 1. She has had 35 years of teaching
experience at the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. She has specialized in Ved- Vigyan, Sanskrit Sahitya and
Vyakaran. Her laudable achievement was working with the Department of Sanskrit, University of
Rajasthan, Jaipur in collaboration with the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi who had organized an
International Sanskrit Conference with the participation of 10 Vice-Chancellors from different Universities
and 550 delegates from India and abroad. In recognition of her work she was honoured by Sanskrit Vidushi
Sammaan, for Sanskrit Diwas by Govt. of Rajasthan, Jaipur 2008; Brahm Vidushi Sammaan by Sarva
Brahaman Samaj, Rajasthan, Jaipur 2009; Ved Vidya Sammaan by Madhusudan Sevaashram, Alwar 2010;
Brahamirishi Honour received from all Rajasthan Brahmin Association, Jaipur 2012.

Bramrishi Vaidya Pandit Narayan Sharma Kaushik, Nagaur 2016

Brahmarshi Vaidhya Pandit Narayan Sharma Kaushik, born in Merta City, Nagaur, Rajasthan on the
8th October 1953. He completed his post graduation in the Arts and gained many degrees including
M.Com, BSTC, B.Ed, Ph.D, M.Ed and BJMC during his career. In 1975 he started publishing a
number of magazines, Vedang Jyoti Patrika, Saalasar Panchang etc. His pioneering work includes
Jyotish Shastra Ki Vidya and for the last last 31 years his monthly magazines have been published
regularly. He has received many awards as recognition for his contribution in the field of Jyotish
Vidhya. These include Sanskrit Pratibha Samman by Nimabark Vedic Sanskrit Samithi, Bhilwara,
Rajasthan in 2012; Nimabark Bhushan Award; Sahitya Ratna by Sahitiyik Sanskritik Kala Sangam
Academy and honoured with the title of “Jyotisha - Ayurveda -Acharaya”.

Prof. Ramakant Pandey, Jaipur 2017

Professor Ramakant Pandey was born on 2nd February 1965. He has twice received Navodit Pratibha
Samman from Madhya Pradesh Sanskrit Academy in view of his traditional debate skills and Sanskrit
writing. He has executed special study on Sanskrit literature of Rajasthan. He has published Ishwar
Vilas Mahakavya composed by Kavikalanidhi Shri Krishnabhatt, a court poet of Sawai Jai Singh. He
has published various books and research papers conducive to the students of Distance Education. 16
students have attained Ph.D. degree under his supervision. He has the honour to have been invited in
the capacity of visiting professor in the Dr. H.S. Gour University, Sagar for a period of two years.
Presently, he is rendering his valuable service to the Muktaswadhyayapeetham of Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan, New Delhi in the capacity of its Professor Director. Prof. Pandey is a member of a committee
constituted by NAAC to set separate norms for accreditation of Sanskrit Universities and Institutes.

Dr. Lata Shrimali, Jaipur 2017

Dr. Lata Shrimali, born in Jaipur, Rajasthan a retired judge and renowned astrologer in the field of
K.P. Systems. She was included in the merit list of the secondary and higher secondary examination,
board of secondary education, Rajasthan. She gained a post graduate and doctoral degree in Astrology
and Sanskrit as well as Bachelor of Laws from the University of Rajasthan. She has been awarded
Rajasthan Gaurav Award and Meritorious Award at a conference held at Pushkar, Rajasthan. As the
sole women astrologer representative, she represented Rajasthan in all India Sanskrit Sammelan
organized by Delhi Sanskrit Academy, Govt. of Rajasthan. Her two books, “Kalatra Bhav” and
“Graho Ki Gatha” are being published. She is also busy researching how to manage the challenge of
living with illness through recitation of mantras of Atharvaveda and Ayurvedic treatment.

Dr. Sandeep Joshi, jaipur 2018

Dr. Sandeep Joshi was born on the 19th August 1978 at Kherwara, Udaipur, Rajasthan. He is a well -
known for his oriental research and the preservation of Indian Heritage and ancient literature. He
gained a Ph.D. from Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh on the topic of
Zoological aspects in Sanskrit literature - 2005. He has worked on the first illustrated version of Shri -
Durga - Saptashati which is embossed with original Gold Metal and made a Shree Yantra with original
gems including Rubies, Pearls, Red Coral, Emeralds, Yellow Sapphires, Diamonds, Blue Sapphires,
Hessonite and Cat's eye. He has also co - authored book titled 'Gyan - Sagar', published by Hind
Pocket Books, Delhi. This book is the best example of how religion, the scriptures, philosophy, culture
and spirituality should be easily accessible not only to academics but to people at every level of society.
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Pt. Dr. Chandrakant Purohit, Udaipur 2018

Pandit (Dr.) Chandrakant Purohit (Munshi) was born on 22nd November 1957 in Udaipur,
Rajasthan. His pioneering works include Karma Kand and Jyotish Vidhya from last 28 years. He has
received many awards in public recognition of valuable services to the community as a teacher of
outstanding merit. His publications include Maharana Pratap; Rajasthan Upanayas Sahitya; Meera Bai
ka Itihaas; Sanskrit Sudha for Class VIII; Sanskrit Prashan Manjusha for Class VI; Pushpanjali (Sanskrit
Sahitya). He is a multi faceted personality who has given his introduction of brilliancy in the field of
academics; extra - curricular and administrative field. Maharana Mewar Foundation Annual Award
titled Maharishi Harit Rashi Award - 2018 is conferred to Pandit (Dr.) Chandrakant Purohit for his
distinguished work of permanent value in awakening society through the medium of 'Karma Kand'.

Dr. Narottam Pujari, Churu 2019

Dr. Narottam Pujari has been an Astrologer and a Vastu expert for the last 21 years. He comes from
the District of Churu, Rajasthan. He was born on 25th June 1981. There are over 18 books that have
been authored by him including Badi Samasyen Chote Samadhan; Falit Jyotish Darpan; Swapna
Vigyan; Apni Janmpatri Swayam Banaye Swayam Dekhe, Saral Jyotish Shastra; Ank Jyotish Vigyan;
Vrahad Hast Rekha Vigyan; Tatkalik Bhragu Prashnavali; Havnatmak Durgasaptshati; Karmkand
Pradeep; Jaipur Vedhshala Ka Sradhdh Itihas; VediC Astro Remedies; Graho Ki Gatha; Havnatmak
Durgasaptshati etc. Dr. Pujari gives free consultations to people who come and see him. Through his
work he wants to spread the knowledge and wisdom of astrology and the art of vastu in a simplified
way to society.

Dr. Hemant Krishna Mishra, /hunjhunu 2019

Dr. Hemant Krishna Mishra was born on the 17th November 1979 in Jhunjhunu District. He was
inspired by his father and worked to gain several degrees and titles in the Sanskrit Language and
Literature. He is conferred with Sanskrit Vidhwat Samman 2017 by the Government of Rajasthan;
Special Award in 2018 by Rajasthan Sanskrit Academy; Padma Shri Dr. Mandan Mishra Sanskrit
Sanskriti Seva Samman 2018 by Astha Sanskritik Sanstha. He served as Principal at Birla Acharya
Sanskrit PG College, Pilani. From 2007 he has worked at Shri Surajmal Taparia Sanskrit
Mahavidhyalay, Jaswant Garh, Nagaur. For the last 14 years, he has been teaching students at
Undergraduate as well as Postgraduate level. He has presented many scholarly documentations and
dissertation at various platforms. He has written 8 books on Sanskrit, Ved and Literature.

Prof. Neeraj Sharma, Udaipur 2020

He received his Acharya Degree from the Rajasthan Sanskrit University, Jaipur and and D.Litt. Degree
on Sanskrit Krishi Shastra from the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. He has been working as Professor
and Head in the Department of Sanskrit at Mohanlal Sukhadia University, Udaipur. Prof. Sharma has
done specialised research on Sanskrit Bhakti Literature of Rajasthan, Vedic Agriculture - Shastra
Tradition and Indian Values in the field of sustainable development. He has written and published
many important research papers on ancient wisdom, tradition and has delivered many lectures on
Indian thoughtand its contribution to the world at large. As founder director, he established traditional
Ved Vidyalaya in Alwar, Rajasthan for the propagation of oral Vedic chanting of rare shakhas of four
Vedas. He established Anand-Arogya Centre to promote and preserve the spiritual knowledge tradition
and well-being in Universities with special emphasis on the people of Udaipur.

Dr. Jagdish Narayan Vijay, Jaipur 2020

He is working in Jagadguru Ramanandacharya Rajasthan Sanskrit University, Jaipur. His research
papers have been published in the research journal Vayam by Sanskrit University and he has
contributed to Jyotapatti, an important book based on mathematics astrology. On Sanskrit day in
2019, the Government of Rajasthan awarded Dr. Vijay for his outstanding work to perpetuate Vedic
culture, ancient scriptures and rituals.

63

=
s
s
<
e
S
&
-
g
«
an
e
(2]
i
£
=




Maharana Mewar Award
(Instituted in 1981-82)

Since the time Bappa Rawal became the first Diwan of
Shree Eklingnath ji all subsequent Maharanas of Mewar
have considered it their proud and honourable privilege
to uphold this mantle. The Maharanas, simply as
custodians of the State, remained spiritual and temporal
heads of Mewar.

With the amalgamation of the State in 1947 and
subsequent constitutional amendment of 1971, His late
Highness Maharana Bhagwat Singh Mewar strongly felt
and categorically stated that merely the geographic
boundaries of the state of Mewar had been done away
with. Furthermore he felt that now the role of Mewar
was enhanced because there was no longer a
confinement to the area of service. The functions and
duties based on Vedic principles of the Maharana should

now be institutionalised.

Under the changed circumstances, in order to continue
and immortalise the name, duties and functions of
Maharana, he had to reshape his role, within the four
corners of law, and therefore decided to transfer his
personal and individual rights, as a Maharana into the
Institution of Maharana. He had to find new ways to
enable him and his successive custodians to continue to
perform their duties in perpetuity as Diwan of Shree
Eklingnath ji. He thus converted the Institution of
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Maharana into a juristic person despite the events of
1947 and 1971. His solution was based on that fact no
one, or any law or any Constitution, can debar man from

performing his duties to serve society.

Maharana Mewar Award is a State Award. This award
has been instituted to honour work of permanent value
to those who consider it their duty, like the Diwan of
Shree Eklingnath ji, to serve society through services in
the field of education, literature, social services,
philanthropy and character building activities. The
Institution of Mewar, in contemporary times therefore
still remains a manifestation of rulership in the form of

trusteeship.
This Annual State Award consists of:

1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

2. A '"Toran' plaque of honour.

3. A Felicitation Certificate.

4. Cash Award of ¥ 51,001 each*.

* No. of recipients will be decided by the selection

committee



Image courtesy: Museum archives of the Maharanas of Mewar, Udaipur
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Mr. Lalit Kumar Chordia, Nagaur Ms. Alice Garg, Jaipur
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Mr. Bulaki Das Agrawal, Bikaner
1998

Dr. Shabd Swaroop Acharya, Udaipur 1999

Dr. Shabd Swaroop Acharya was born in Udaipur in 1939 where he studied at the Rajasthan College
of Agriculture. He spent nearly 19 years teaching before he published and wrote extensively on
Agricultural marketing, prices and related fields. His work includes 215 research papers, articles, 6
books and 17 major research thesis. His research work has covered problems and prospects for small
and marginal farmers and agricultural laborers in Rajasthan. He was President of The Indian Society
of Agricultural Economics (1996) and The Indian Society of Agricultural Marketing (1994) and
remains a life Member of several National and International professional societies, Chairman and
Member of several national committees related to agricultural marketing and development. He
received the award of Dy. Governorship of the American Biographical Research Association (USA)
and the Award of Member of Gama, Sigma, Delta, The Honour Society of USA.

Mr. Vijay Kumar Chaturvedi, Koza 1999

Sri Vijay Kumar Chaturvedi was born in Bareilly. He was appointed as a Reactor Engineer in the
Rajasthan atomic power plant where he installed different parts of the first unit. Amongst his
achievements of significance he established a design co-ordination group who developed a perfect
indigenous drawing for all the nuclear plants. He also contributed to the final design of the 1000
megawatt two units of power generation at Tamilnadu, which was built with Russian technical and
financial assistance. Since 1994 due to some technical defect none of the 306 coolant channels were
functioning. Several foreign scientists and engineers had recommended the unit should be closed
immediately. It was Mr. Vijay Kumar Chaturvedi's opinion that the problem could be solved by changing
these coolant channels. His work was internationally acclaimed as a superb achievement. He had spent
just X 80 Crores to accomplish his task instead of ¥1200 Crores as quoted by others for the work.
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H.E. Arvind Dave (The Governor of Arunachal Pradesh), Udaipur 2000

Mr. Arvind Dave was born in Udaipur in 1940. He was selected for the Indian Police Service in 1962
and after completing training at the National Academy of Administration, Mussourie and the Central
Police Training College at Mount Abu he joined the Madhya Pradesh IPS cadre as Assistant
Superintendant of Police and remained in the state until February 1970. In March 1970, as Assistant
Director, he was deputed to RAW Cabinet Secretariat in New Delhi. He served in the RAW in
various capacities at Headquarters for almost 12 years. He took over as Special Secretary in the
Cabinet Secretariat in 1997 and later became Secretary (RAW) as well as Director General of
Security. He was awarded the Indian Police Medal for meritorious service as well as the President's
Police Medal for distinguished service. In the summer of 1999, on his retirement as Secretary of the
Research and Analysis Wing, he took over as Governor of Arunachal Pradesh.

Justice Mohan Lal Shrimal(Retd.), Jzipur 2001

Justice M.L. Shrimal was born in Udaipur. Justice Mohan Lall Shrimal accomplished his Bachelor of
Law at Agra University. He became honorary lecturer of Law at Maharana Bhopal College, Udaipur
and examiner of Ph.D thesis in law for Rajasthan University. He qualified for D.Litt (with honours)
at Rajasthan Vidyapeeth, Udaipur. He formally enrolled as Advocate in former Rajasthan in 1948.
He remained president, Udaipur Bar Association from 1954-1956. In Jodhpur, in 1967 he joined
The Courts as Deputy Government Advocate. He was elevated to The Bench in October of 1974 and
remained as Rajasthan High Court Judge until December 1983. His contribution and achievements
in the service of Law have been widely acclaimed in the Courts of Rajasthan and Sikkim. His sense of
duty and dedication to his duties in his distinguished career acceded to the Vedic principles of Mewar.

Mr. Anant Agrawal, Udaipur 2001

Mr. Anant Agrawal was born in Udaipur and started his education here before studying engineering
ata university in Baroda. He then attended Cornell University in America, before becoming the first
candidate in 1978 from Udaipur, on a Rotary Foundation Fellowship, to study electronics where he
achieved his M.S. After gaining working experience he joined Sun Micro Systems in 1984. He was
one of the pioneers who designed the first Sparc Microprocessor, for which he has been granted a
patent, for his research work in this field. His remarkable talent gained him further fame in 1989
when he designed the world's fastest microprocessor which was widely acclaimed. In 1992 his team
created yet another Microprocessor Tsunami. This was the first of its kind, containing all the key
components of a completed workstation in a single chip. Mr. Agrawal has received numerous
international awards for his innovative work.

Mr. Devendra Singh, Jaipur 2001

Shri Devendra Singh was born in Bikaner, Rajasthan in 1938. He completed his Senior Cambridge
and Intermediate exams at Mayo College, Ajmer and went on to attain B.A. and M.A. in English
literature from Government College, Ajmer. He joined the Indian Police Service in 1962 and was
allocated to the Rajasthan Cadre. He was declared the best officer at the Central Police Training
College, in Mount Abu, of his group. Over the next twenty years he served in different capacities in
Central Security organisations and was awarded the Police Medal for Meritorious Service. On his
return to Rajasthan State he was appointed as DIG of Police, Jaipur Range. In May 1985 he was
appointed as Deputy Director in the SPG, set up to provide protection to the Prime Minister of India.
He was promoted as IG of police in 1986 and took over as Director of the SPG from 1986-1990. He
was awarded the President's Police Medal for distinguished service on Republic Day in 1989.

Mr. Surendra Singh of Bohera, Udaipur 2001

Mr. Surendra Singh Shaktawat was born in Udaipur in 1942. After attending the Bhupal Nobel
School and as a keen cricketer, he gained a diploma in coaching from the National Institute of Sports,
Patiala before joining the State Sports Council as their cricket coach. He accompanied the Indian
Women's Cricket team during the tour of New Zealand in 1982. In the past years, he has devoted his
service to the renovation and restoration of the Mahasatiyan in Udaipur. These monuments, some of
which are hundreds of years old, have all been are instated to their former glory under his supervision
and his team of dedicated craftsmen, they have also repaired the Hasti Mata Temple at Champabagh
and Raj Rajeshwar Temple at the Debari gate.
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Late Mr. D S Mehta, New Delpi 2002

Mr. D. S. Mehta was born in 1924 in Udaipur, Rajasthan. He obtained a Masters degree from
Allahabad University with distinction. He was awarded M.S.L.S degree from the Western Reserve
University Cleveland in 1995. On his return to India he took up assignments in the Central and State
Government and worked with publicity and research groups. He was Director, Public Relations for
the government of Rajasthan, Ministry of Defense and other Ministries of the Government of India.
As Public Relations office for the Armed forces, he was closely associated with the 1962, 1965 and
1971 wars. After retiring from the Government of India, Mr. Mehta joined the Times of India as
advisor to the Chairman of Bennett Coleman & Co Ltd. Mr. Mehta was invited to Russia on two
occasions and subsequently published "USSR through Indian Eyes" and" Mass Media in the USSR".

Dr. Hari Singh Chundawat, Udaipur 2002

Dr. H. S. Chundawat was born into an agrarian family in 1948. He completed his graduation in
Medicine and post graduation in Ophthalmology from RNT Medical College. In 1984 he started his
own private eye hospital in a rented building in Udaipur. In October 1997 he transformed his clinic into
a Public Charitable Eye Institute. This is now not only a highly reputable clinic in which he has invested
both commitment and finance, but it further provides free or subsidized treatment to patients who
cannot afford it. The Institute, in its effort to support under privileged people now provides over 50% of
its work free of charge. He is a member of many distinguished associations including the All India
Ophthalmology Society in New Delhi and The American Academy of Ophthalmology in Los Angeles.

He has contributed to numerous Research papers presented at State, National and International level.

Dr. Nand Lal Tiwari, Jaipur 2003

Dr. Nand Lal Tiwari counted amonggst the renowned Ayurvedic doctors. Since 1980, this medical
professional has been running a clinic and practicing the ancient medical science of Ayurveda.
Practitioners of this medical science have a different way to diagnose, treat and prevent illnesses. As a
trained medical professional, this physician has the thorough knowledge and practice of the time-
tested procedures and remedies in the realm of Ayurveda. His clinic in Malviya Nagar is a well-
maintained centre. It is neatly sectioned into a waiting area for patients to wait for their turn and a
consulting room, where this practitioner attends to patients. This doctor first understands the patient's
medical history and discusses the health issues they are facing. Post that, a simple examination may be
conducted to check the 'levels' of Vata, Pitta and Kapha, the doshas or elementary substances in one's
body. Based on this examination, this physician prescribes suitable treatment or medication.

Mr. Peeru Bhai Panwar, Udaipur 2003

Born in Devgarh town of Rajsamand District, Mr. Peeru Bhai Panwar is an unassuming but dedicated
social worker who has rendered his services to society for last four decades. He started his career as a
worker in railway department of the then Mewar Government and subsequently involved himself in
the freedom movement of India. For last forty years he has devoted his life to various social activities.
During this time he started free distribution of wood for funerals in his village. He has constructed
water huts for both people and cattle. He has constituted a charitable trust called-Bhagwati Devi
Charitable Trust. Under the aegis of this trust, for the past fifteen years, he has been providing free
meals to the families and friends of patients who come from far away to Udaipur for treatment at
Maharana Supai General Hospital. He also arranges free medicines for poor patients.

Dr. Kantilal Hastimal Sancheti, Pune 2003

Kantilal H. Sancheti born 24 July 1936 is an orthopedic physician who invented India's first indigenous
knee implant, the Indus Knee, and founder of Maharashtra's first orthopedic dedicated specialty
hospital. Founder Director and Chief Orthopaedic Surgeon, at Sancheti Institute for Orthopaedics and
Rehabilitation (SIOR). President Indian Orthopaedic Association and Past President of Maharashtra
Orthopaedic Association. Professor Emeritus in Orthopaedics, Chief Orthopaedic Surgeon, Sancheti
Hospital & Centre for Joint Replacement Surgery, Pune. The Government of India presented him with
its highest civilian awards: the Padma Shri in 1991, the Padma Bhushan in 2001 and the Padma
Vibhushan in 2012. He organized over 500 health camps for handicapped children all over India. He
also acted in the capacity of hospital design consultant to over 120 hospitals in India.
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Mr. Mohan Lal Shrimali, Haldighati, Rajsamand 2003

Mr. Mohan Lal Shrimali, Rajsamand started his working career as a teacher. He was however
determined to fulfill a lifelong ambition to establish a unique museum, in the name of the great warrior
Maharana Pratap. Six years ago he took early retirement to devote his energy to this project; He used his
own agricultural land near the site of the famous battle ground of Haldi Ghati and has now
transformed his vision into reality. Today, tourists who visit Haldi Ghati can learn about Maharana
Pratap and his glorious achievements in this museum through an audio-video show based on the events
of the life of Maharana Pratap, the great hero of the battle of Haldi Ghati. Life size models depicting the
actual battle as well as rural life of former times are an added attraction. The museum also features other
aspects of cultural interest. The efforts and commitment of Mr. Shrimal are commendable.

Justice Anshuman Singh, Jaipur 2004

The former Governor of Rajasthan and Gujarat Justice Shri Anshuman Singh was born in Allahabad
(Uttar Pradesh) on July 7th 1935. He started his career in 1957 as an advocate in District Court. After
10 years of successful practice, he joined the prestigious Allahabad High Court in 1968 as an
advocate. His devotion and commitment to Justice won him an appointment as the government
advocate in 1976 in Allahabad High Court. His long service to the cause of justice was recognised
when he was appointed as Governor of Gujarat on 17th April, 1998. He took over as Governor of
Rajasthan on 16th January, 1999. He also is recognised for his concern for the poor and down
trodden segments of society. He has distributed blankets to the destitute during the cold season and
wheat to the hapless masses during times of drought.

Mr. S.C. Hiremath Anushakti, Kotz 2004

Shri S.C. Hirematti, Mechanical Engineer from Shivaji University, Maharashtra. After completing a
year's course and training in nuclear engineering, he joined the "Heavy Water Programme" in BARC.
He is credited with the successful design; construction and commissioning of the first indigenously
developed and constructed plant at Rawatbhata. It was early as late 80's that he put emphasis on the
theory that the production of this strategic material, inherently being energy intensive, must be made
energy efficient. He was assigned the responsibility of Chairmanship and Chief Executive of Heavy
Water Board Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India in July 2002. He created the
awareness that it is essential to operate the plant with the utmost care and concern for Safety systems of
the plant and personnel, as well as consideration for the environment 'and society at large. He was
awarded The 'Indian Nuclear Society Award' for contribution to Nuclear Fuel Cycle for the year 2002.

Mr. Swaroopender Singh Chhabra, Udaipur 2005

Mr. Swaroopender Singh Chhabra is a well known social worker of Udaipur. Born on 18 November
1940 in Udaipur. Through his noble deeds, he has presented many examples of service above the self to
society. His father Shri Sujan Singh Chhabra was also a great social worker. Inspired by his father, he
recently built a two storey ward consisting of twenty cottages and a walk-way at The Maharana Bhopal
General Hospital Campus, Udaipur. He donated this to the hospital for use by the general public. On
this project, he spent a sum of Rs. 80 lacks out of his own savings. In performing his social activities
efficiently, he constituted "Chhabra Charitable Trust". He also associated with a number of social
institutions such as Bharat Vikas Parishad etc. Through these institutions, he has served the people of far
reaching village areas and has organised many health care camps in remote places of the Udaipur region.

Mrs. Prasanna Bhandari, Kota 2005

Mrs. Prasanna Bhandari is better known in the Harauti area as a "Mother Teresa". She has set an
example to people by creating infant and childrens' houses, creches, family counselling centres, short
stay homes and homes for the elderly through her own institute "Shree Karani Vikas Samiti, Kota."
Mrs. Bhandari who was a housewife, began this dedicated work by saving an infant's life who was
abandoned in scrub land. Since that time around 267 abandoned babies have been placed in good
homes. In helping to provide further education (NEP), Shree Karani Vikas Samiti started a scheme to
support "Drop-out Gitls" and also started a computer centre. In 1987 she was awarded the National
Award for child welfare by Govt. of India. In 1992 she was honoured by the Vice president of India,
Hon'ble Shri Shanker Dayal Sharma.

69

=
d
z
s
5
=
o
(=]
&
<
=
=




Mr. Anand Bordia, Noida 2006

Mr. Anand Bordia comes from Udaipur. After joining the Indian Revenue Service he worked in
Kolkata, Delhi, London (U.K.) and Brussels (Belgium). He has 35 years of professional experience,
most of which has been at senior level in the government of India and international organisations,
with responsibility for policy formulation, programme implementation and organizational
development. Due to his untiring efforts, the East West Corridor of the National Highway
Development Project (NHDP) now passes through Udaipur. Despite many hurdles, he personally
ensured the success of this project through the Planning Commission and the Prime Minister's
Office. Thus, Udaipur is one of the three cities in India, which fall on both the Golden Quadrilateral
and the North-South, East-West corridors of the NHDP.

Mr. Sampat Lal Surana, Udaipur 2006

Mr. Sampat Lal Surana is an engineer who hails from Udaipur. Born in March 1949, he has worked as
junior Engineer for 31 years with special dedication to environmental issues. The Marble Mining and
cutting activities in the state of Rajasthan, has expanded, in response to demand, dramatically over the
past 25 years. A large quantity of ‘marble slurry’ is non destructible waste and is causing permanent
damage to the Environment, viz. Erosion of top-soil, Contamination of rivers and other water bodies. In
1996 he started to develop bricks made from marble slurry with cement. After various tests, the Public
Works Departments, Government of Rajasthan included this brick into BSR. He continued his research,
preparing samples for testing in various laboratories. His objective was to make a binding material for use
in masonry construction out of the marble slurry, Between 1999-2000 he worked on various techniques
collecting test result data before finally applying and receiving a Patent for his product in 2002.

Dr. Parmanand Sharma, New Delbi 2006

Dr. Parmanand Sharma is one of the foremost eminent surgeons and orthopedic specialists whose
success has been achieved both in India and overseas. Dr. Sharma has carried out pioneering work in
Retrograde Flexible Nailing operation to a fracture of the neck and Femur in elderly patients. With a
commitment to serving the public and particularly those with low incomes, Dr. Sharma established a
Nursing Home and The Sharma Foundation Trust in New Delhi, which is equipped with the latest
modern appliances. A number of top medical specialists use these facilities where the objective is to
treat patients with low incomes at moderate charges. On the 14th March 2005 he was presented the
prestigious Indira Gandhi Priyadarshini for his outstanding achievements in the field of medicine and
pioneering work.

Mrs. Vimla Mohata, Jazipur 2007

Born in October 10, 1935 at Khandwa (MP), Mrs. Vimala Mohta comes from a very decent family of
Bikaner dedicated to promoting age-old art and culture and values of Rajasthan. The year 1962-63 is
considered to be a milestone in her social service when she established Mahila Parishad (Women's
forum) in Kolkata by organizing series of programs year after year for the promotion of not only
Rajasthaniartand culture but folk artists and talents from Rajasthan also. Mrs Mohata herselfis a very
good singer, composer and writer. Another feather added in her cap was in the year 1986-87 when she
constituted another NGO namely 'Marudhara'. This NGO is dedicated for promotion of folk
culture of Rajasthan in West Bengal. Mrs Mohata has great concern for women welfare and their
Upliftment in the society. Her NGO is working in this field around the Bikaner in 30 villages.

Mrs. Neelima Khetan, Bikaner 2007

Mrs. Neelima Khetan was born in Delhi in 1961. In 1984, she joined an NGO, Professional
Assistance for Development Action (PRADAN) and assigned to work for a Gandhian Institution,
Anand Niketan, at an Ashram in Gujarat. She joined Seva Mandir on deputation from PRADAN in
1985 and became their Chief Executive in 1999. She is also director of India's premier institution of
rural management, The Indian Institute of Rural Management at Anand. With her outstanding
demeanor and organizational skills she has become a role model for others to follow and under her
leadership, Seva Mandir has contributed to a social transformation in the state of Rajasthan. She has
also positioned Seva Mandir's work on natural resource management taking into account political
and social relations of village people and working constructively with the State and Agrarian Civil
Society for the benefit of Seva Mandir's objectives.
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Mr. Narendra Sharma, Udaipur 2007

Mr. Narendra Sharma is young I'T personnel from Udaipur with the qualities of motivate engineering
and management teams in establishing a world class developmental center in India. He has over 20
years of experience in building and managing small to large software development teams for product
engineering, consulting services and developing and implementing business applications. In
addition, he has demonstrated leadership in building organisations from inception stage to making
them operational and lead them to maturity. Overall responsibilities have encompassed delivery
management, managing P&L and revenue targets for global organisations. Presently he is Vice
President and Centre Head - Oracle's People Soft India Services Centre, Bangalore, an off-shore
product engineering organization, where he leads a team of one thousand people.

Prof. Shanti Lal Mehta, Udaipur 2008

Prof Shanti Lal Mehta was born on 25th October, 1943. He has had an outstanding academic record; is
a gold medalist in I.Sc. and secured first position in B.Sc - Agriculture. He joined EDN as DDG and
became National Project Coordinator of the World Bank funded AHRD project in November 1995.
Prof Mehta joined The Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture and Technology, Udaipur in 2004 as
Vice Chancellor. Under his leadership infrastructure has been modernized. There has been recruitment
of 185 new faculties based on national merit and new programmes in various fields developed. Under his
leadership the University was the first to have video conferencing facilities linking KVK'S to train
farmers and provide technical advice. He has opened two gitls' hostels and one international student
hostel. This university is now a role model that has created a distinct identity at national level.

Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta, Udaipur 2009

Mr. Vikram Singh Mehta, a resident of Udaipur, who has been the Chairman of the Shell Group of
Companies in India since 1994. His career began with the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) ,
Government of India in 1978. He resigned the position in 1980 and joined Philips Petroleum in
London as their Senior Economist. He was a member of the National Council of the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) and Chairman of its hydrocarbons committee. He is a non-executive Director
of Colgate Palmolive India Limited and Indian Public Schools Society. He isa member of the Board of
Opverseers of the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy. He has a B.A. (Hons) degree in Mathematics
from St. Stephens College, Delhi University, an M.A. in Economics from Magdalen College, Oxford
University and an M.A. from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.

Mr. Vivek Sanadhya, Udaipur 2009

Mr. Vivek Sanadhya, graduated in electronics and communication engineering from MBM Engg.
College, Jodhpur. He joined reactor control division, BARC Scientific Officer in 1989. His main interest
includes real time embedded control systems, motion control systems, servo drives and drives amplifiers.
He has contributed to the development of control system for Giant Meter-wave Radio Telescopes at
Pune and aircraft tracking systems for FALCON and PTA remotely piloted aircraft programmes of
DRDO. Mr. Vivek was awarded 'Young Engineer of the Year' medal by INAE in 1996. He has also
received 'INS Medal' from Indian Nuclear Society in the year 2003 for his meritorious contributions to
automation and control systems. He was nominated for 'Homi Bhabha Science and Technology award'
in 2007 that was awarded to him on the 30th October 2008 in the head quarters of BARC.

Mr. Bhim Singh, Jzipur 2010

Mr. Bhim Singh entered the tourism industry at the young age of 20 and established Rajasthan Tours.
He consolidated the conventional tourism trade in well - established centers like Jaipur, Udaipur and
Jodhpur and reinvigorated the tourism spirit of his hometown, Bikaner. Rajasthan Tours became the
center of tourism industry in the state and he has earned the respect of all the doyens of the tourism
industry in India and abroad. He is first a man, then a businessman. His virtues of sincerity, loyalty,
friendship and integrity have endeared him to all who come in contact with him. Through his dogged
determination and indefatigable zeal. He has received the highest awards in the tourism industry
including IATO Hall of Fame Award, PATWA International Award and Life Time Achievement
Award from the Adventure Tours Operators Association of India.
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Mrs. Aruna Singhania Dalmia, New Delhi 2012

Mrs. Aruna Singhania Dalmia was born in the Jhunjhunu District of Rajasthan. She is the Founder of
Akshay Prarishthan, a voluntary organization working for the rehabilitation of people with and
without disabilities. She runs a school of an integrated group of 410 children studying where
Vocational Training sports and cultural activities are part of the curriculum. The school sees for more
than 1100 students after Class 8. Akshay Pratishthan has a branch in Chirawa, Rajasthan which
provides similar services. The School encourages self employment through training in various units
and encourages co-operatives and Self Help Groups for Women in urban & rural areas for people
with disability. She received a National Award for the best Institute for Rehabilitation from Ministry
of Social Justice & Empowerment, GOI; Priyadarshini Award; Manav Sewa Award; Bharat Nirman
Award; PHD Chambers' Commemoration Award for Excellence in the field of Social Work.

Dr. Kirti Kumar Jain, Udaipur 2012

Dr. Kirti Kumar Jain Born on 19th June 1954 at Gogunda, District Udaipur, Rajasthan, He is a
renowned Cancer Specialist in Hematology and Medical Oncology who settled in the USA 30 years
ago. He is also President of the Indo American Cancer Association. Since 1983 he has been working at
Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital, Ashland, KY. He has delivered numerous lectures and seminars on a
variety of topics on Cancer, blood disorders and pain control to County Medical Societies. He was part
of a medical mission sponsored by The Franciscan Sisters for the Poor to help rebuild medical facilities
in war torn Croatia in 1997. Over 20 years he routinely sees patients with cancer on a daily basis during
his trips to India. He started Save a Child Trust, a humanitarian project started in July 2008 for
Udaipur and its surrounding areas. Dr Jain has an estimable knowledge at all levels of training and
hospital administration. During his time in the USA he provides free consultancy to cancer patients.

Prof. S. M. Mohnot, Jodhpur 2013

The research conducted by Prof. S.M. Mohnot has played a key-role in establishing the science of
primatology in India. Their research work was duly recognized by the wild primate community when
Harvard University, USA. A nation-wide international programme on primates was initiated by him
in 1994 under the auspices of the Ministry of Environment & Forests, Govt. of India and the US Fish
and Wildlife Service. This programme produced a large number of talented young field biologists. On
the strength of his contribution, the US Fish and Wildlife Service awarded him with an International
Lifetime Commitment Award in 2001. The International Primatological Society awarded him with
the Charles Southwick International Conservation & Education Award in 2004 and Primate Research
Appreciation Award in 2008. He is a recipient of first Indira Priyadarshini Vrikshamitra Award in
1986, First National Environment Award in 1987 and Mahasant Jambheshwar Award in 1994.

Pandit Purshotam Gaur Jaipur 2013

Pandit Purshotam Gaur is an activist for water conservation and an astrologer by profession.
Environmentalist Gaur has worked by the well publicized water harvesting efforts in the city. Guruji
is crusading vigilantly to reduce water scarcity and has played an instrumental role in developing water
harvesting infrastructure. In 2000, he started on a mission with a campaign based on the premise that
millions of gallons of sacred water used in temples simply go down the drain and get absorbed by the
sewage system which is wasteful and environmentally degrading as well as religiously unacceptable.
He put forward a proposal to channel the holy water to designated tanks and bore wells that would
eventually recharge the underground water table of the city. He has been successful in his efforts to
connect with devotees across the city. He has urged people to support his mission and join the

Jalabhishek campaign for sustainable development by effective water harvesting.
Mr. Shyam Sunder Paliwal, Rajsamand 2015

Mr. Shyam Sunder Paliwal is a social and environmental worker born in Rajsamand, Rajasthan, India
on 9th July 1967. He was a Sarpanch (Elected Head) of one such village in southern Rajasthan's
Rajsamand village Piplantri, which is well known for its marble mining industry. Piplantri village

panchayat has been saving girl babies and increasing the green cover in and around it at the same time.

survive. Over the last six years, people in the community have managed to plant over a quarter million

L f I\‘ Villagers have planted 111 trees for each baby girl born and the community ensures these trees
trees. The water harvesting system of Piplantri has been an inspiration to foreign countries as well. A

o
1}"“; J'. i th ] case study of Piplantri will be taught in primary and middle schools in Denmark. Denmark's Mass
7 R oia i Media University hasalso madea 10 to 12 minutes documentary for this project.
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Ms. Kirti Bharti, Jodhpur 2015

Ms. Kriti Bharti was born on 19th August 1987.Ms. Bharti is a rehabilitation psychologist specialist
in the legal annulment of child marriages. She is involved with reformation activities in Central Jail.
She is the founder of 'Saarthi Trust' and as Managing Trustee she is working for the rehabilitation of
needy persons at grass root level. She was also honoured for her work to transform personal pain into
positive action as an International Female Role Model working against violence inflicted on women.
Saarthi is honored with 10th Rank in World out of 16th International Organizations who are
working against child marriage. Due to her dedication, her work of advocacy has been included by the
CBSE that has incorporated the case study of Lakshmi for the Class of XI and XII students as a part of
their curriculum on human rights and gender studies. As a result of these combined efforts the
number of child marriages in Rajasthan has dropped from 58.4% in the last decade to nearly 22%.

Dr. Laxman Singh Rathore, New Delbi 2016

Dr. Laxman Singh Rathore, born on 4 July, 1954 is an Indian scientist. He is Director General of
India Meteorological Department (IMD) and Permanent Representative of India with the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Nations. Rathore has made a significant contribution
to the Public Weather System and played a leading role in setting up the weather based agricultural
advisory service in India. By communicating the progress and severity of Cyclone Phailin and
Cyclone Hudhud to the media, warnings were given and many lives and properties were saved. Dr.
Rathore is former President of Indian Meteorological Society and President of Association of Agro-
meteorologists. He participated in the third Indian scientific expedition to Antarctica in 1983-84
which set up the first Indian base station on the southern pole region.

Mr. Yatindra Mishra, Ayodhya 2017

Mr. Yatindra Mishra, Poet, Editor and Cinema Scholar have four collections of Hindi poetry to his
credit Yada Kada, Ayodhya Tatha Anya Kavitayein, Dyorhi Par Aalap and Vibhas. Asa Music and Film
critic he has also written Girija, Sur ki Baradari. He has also translated the twelfth century Lingayat
mystic Poet Akka Mahadevi's Vachanas into Hindi titled Bhairavi. He has also edited several poetry
and prose Anthologies of eminent writers including Ajaneya, Kunwar Narain and Ashok Vajpace. He is
a recipient of numerous awards including Bhartiya Jnanpitha Fellowship; Raza Foundation Award,
Uttar Pradesh Sangeet Natak Akademi Award. He has worked as a Channel Advisor to DD Bharati
Doordarshan Kendra, Prasar Bharati, New Delhi) for 2014-2016. Recently he has published a book on
the Musical Journey of the legendary playback singer Lata Mangeshkar titled Lata: Sur-Gatha.

Ms. Gulabi Sapera, ‘Dhanvanti’, Jaipur 2017

Ms. Gulabi Sapera, 'Dhanvanti’ was born into nomadic Kalbeliya tribe in Ajmer, Rajasthan in
November 1972. She was the seventh child of her parents. She suffered the fate of many girls from her
community by being buried alive by the elders just one hour of her birth she was rescued by her aunt
and has lived to become a celebrity performing folk artist. Life for this eminent folk artist was not easy.
Coming from the nomadic Kalbeliya tribe of Rajasthan, she used to accompany her father while he
went out to beg. She danced on “been”, the wooden instrument used by a snake charmers but later
started performing on stage. A legendary folk artist, she conceptualized and choreographed her own
dance style 'Kalbeliya' that is now identified across the globe. She has taken the dance to new heights
travelling the globe informing people about this little-known art form. In 2016 The Government of
India awarded her civilian honour of the Padma Shri for her contribution to the art of folkdance.

Master Warrant Officer Kanhaiya Lal Rao (Retd.), Uzipur 2017

Master Warrant Officer KL Rao, born on 12th May 1944 in Udaipur. He has served the Indian Air
Force for about 39 years mainly in Fighter Squadrons. After settling down to his civil life at Udaipur,
he penned a book titled 'Indian Air Force - Glorious Past to Present'. The book highlights the glorious
history of the Indian Air Force from a small Air Force to one of the mightiest Air Forces of the World.
Another book he wrote is 'History of the Indian Army' published after in-depth research covers the
pre and post independence history of the Army. This book describes in detail the history of Indian
Army from its inception, along with East India Company's arrival in India and the campaigns
undertaken by British-Indian Army within the country and overseas. He was one of the recipients of
President's Colour when his squadron was presented Colour on 15th December 1979.
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Ms. Raspreet Sidhu, Noida 2018

Ms. Raspreet Sidhu is 28 years old and has been playing for the Indian National Women's Basketball
team since 2004. She also worked with the National Basketball Association of America as a member of
Basketball Federation of India for the first ever 'Basketball without Borders' organized in New Delhi,
India. She has represented Indian Women Basketball team at the 1st FIBA Asia Cup held at
Bengaluru, India - 2017; represented Indian Women Basketball team at the South Asian Games held
at Guwahati, India — 2016. She wants to draw attention to the importance of sports in women's
empowerment especially the lack of professional opportunities for women athletes in India. She
believes that sports are definitely more important for girls because it gives them the confidence to face
the male-dominated world, where they will have an equal say.

Prof. Satyavrat Shastri, New Delbi 2018

Prof. Satyavrat Shastri born on 29th September 1930 is a highly decorated Sanskrit scholar, writer,
grammarian and poet from India. He is known not only as a creative writer, a critic and a travelogue
writer but also a translator and has the authority of expertise on both the systems of Sanskrit
education, traditional and modern. He is one of the few scholars of Sanskrit in the country who have
made a mark in both the widely different fields of critical scholarship and creative compositions. He
was also described as 'a living legend in the field of Sanskrit' in the Citation for the Honorary
Doctorate at the Silpakorn University, Bangkok. He is also working on a multi-volume Sanskrit
Mahakavya, the Visvamahakavyam, on the principal cultural currents of the world.

Mr. Abid Surti, Mumbai 2018

Mr. Aabid Surti, born on 5th May 1935 at Vavera near Rajula City, Gujarat, India. He gained a
Diploma in Arts from J.J. Institute of Fine Art in 1960. He launched Drop Dead Foundation in the
year 2007 with a tagline "save every drop, or drop dead", after a leaking faucet at a friend's house
bothered him so much that in a moment of epiphany, he determined that he would work to stop the
overflowing water tanks and dripping taps. Since then, his team makes the round every Sunday fixing
plumbing leaks by going door - to — door. Annually, he visits an average of 1600 homes and fixes
around 400 leaky taps and saving around 414000 litres water. He was also awarded the Hindi Sahitya
Sanstha Award by the Uttar Pradesh Government and was given as award by the Gujarat Government
for his children's literary work Rangat. An accomplished painter, he has held 16 exhibitions in India
and abroad. As a cartoonist, he created the lovable simpleton 'Dhabbuji'.

Ms. Malini Awasthi, Kannauj 2019

Ms. Malini Awasthi was born on October 15, 1966 at Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh, India. She is M. Mus.
Vocal (Gold Medalist), Bhatkhande Music University, Lucknow 1988. Her initial training was in
classical and semi- classical music when she specialised in Ghazal singing under Ustad Rahat Ali khan,
Gorakhpur. She was awarded Padma Shri in 2016; Yash Bharti Samman 2006; Kalidas Samman,
Ujjain Sanskrit Vishwavidhyalay in 2006. She is founder of a non-profit organization, 'Sonchiraiya'
which works to spread awareness of folk art as the intangible heritage from Awadh, Brij, Bundelkhand
and Bhojpur. She is a regular participant in major Music festivals across the country including the
Thumri-Festival and Rag-Rang-Festival, Taj-Mahotsav, Ganga- Mahotsav, Kumbhalgarh Festival,
Teej Festival, Surajkund Craft Mela, Kalidas Samaroh and performed internationally at Pravasi
Diwasat Trinidad 2017; Festival of India in Mauritus 2015 and many more.

Mr. Dadarao Bilhore, Mumbai 2020

He is known as the 'Pothole Dada of Mumbai'. He comes from Mumbai and started on his mission to
repair potholes in and around Mumbai in August 2015. He has now filled over 554 potholes. In July
2015, a terrible accident propelled Mr. Bilhore to do something about the excessive number of
potholes in the roads. It wasn’t just his son’s death but similar cases that bothered him; an accident of a
mother daughter duo in Ambernath and a Bandra couple where the wife died after falling off the
vehicle due to a pothole. He says, “I have lost my son, and I don’t want anyone else to lose a loved
one”. He says “It is a tribute to my son. Whenever I fill one pothole, I feel I have saved someone. My
son did not return home alive, but somebody else’s son will return home safely.”
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Mr. Anant Vijay, Ghaziabad 2020

He has been a journalist for more than two decades, and is presently working with the leading Hindi
daily 'Dainik Jagran' as Associate Editor. He has also worked with the leading Hindi News Channel
IBN7 as Deputy Executive Producer from February 2005 to August 2017. A regular contributor in
various National Dailies, Indian News and Literary magazines. He is a visiting faculty at various
institutions & educational bodies and has had regular interactions with students of Communication
at various Universities and Media Institutes. He was Panel Chairman of the National film awards in
2017 for best writing and a member of an expert panel on journalism and printing dictionary for The
Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology, Ministry of Human Resource Department,
Government of India.

Mr. Prakash Chand Sharma, Karauli 2020

Over the past 20 years his work focused on environmental issues and social equality. Through his
reportage he has highlighted the issue of Silicosis a deadly disease where in Karauli District several
people have lost their lives. As a result the National Human Rights Commission and State Human
Right Commission has visited the site and a relief fund of 3-3 lakhs for the families of those who have
died and 1.51 lakhs to those affected by silicosis has been provided. A committee under the
Chairmanship of Chief Secretary of Rajasthan has also been constituted. Through media
communications he has made drastic changes in methods of forest upkeep, plantation and wildlife
preservation amongst local villagers and school children. Seminars and camps are organised to
educate people about the threat of deforestation, the need to control hunting of wild animals, the
excessive use of bore wells which disturb the balance of the ecosystem and climatic cycles.
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Maharana Kumbha Award
(Instituted in 1980-81)

Accession No. 2012.18.0131_R | Image courtesy: The City Palace Museum, Udaipur

Maharana Kumbha (r. 1433-1468 CE) was one of
the most distinguished Maharanas of Mewar. It is
evident from inscriptions on stone found widely
that he was considered a brilliant administrator,
brave warrior, great architect, builder of
impregnable forts and palaces, philanthropist as
well as being benevolent towards his people. He was
also proficient in art, music, a scholar of scriptures,
deeply religious and a man of letters. He was a
patron of excellence and during his time the State of

Mewar prospered and grew in size and stature.

Amongst the greatest of greats he was a giant of a

man.
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Maharana Kumbha is a State Award. This award
was instituted to honour works of permanent value
to society through the medium of history and
literature.

This Annual State Award consists of:

1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

2. A '"Toran' plaque of honour.
3. A Felicitation Certificate.

4. Cash Award of T51,001 each*.

* No. of recipients will be decided by the selection
committee



Pandit Jhabarmal Sharma, Jaipur
1981

Dr. Gopinath Sharma, Udaipur
1982

Dr. Bhola Shankar Vyas, Bundi
1985

Dr. Ramanand Tiwari, Bharatpur
1981

1982

Mr. Saubhagya Singh Shekhawat
Jodhpur
1984
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Dr. Purushottam Lal Menaria, Udaipur

the Maharanas of Mewar, Udaipur
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Mrs. Laxmi Kumari Chundawat
Deogarh, Jaipur
1982

Dr. Narayan Singh Bhati, jodhpur
1983
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Dr. Manohar Sharma, ]hunjlhunu Dr. Fateh Singh, Jodhpur -:gRam Gcl)pal Sharma
1986 1987 Shahpura, Bhilwara
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Dr. Chhagan Lal Shastri Dr. Hukam Singh Bhati, Jodhpur
Sardarshahar, Churu 1988 1989
1988

Dr. Narsingh Rajpurohit, Barmer Dr. V. S. Bhatnagar, Jaipur
1989 1990 1990
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Dr. Ram Gopal Sharma 'Dinesh’, Udaipur Prof. Jahur Khan Mehar, Jodhpur Thakur Nahar Singh of Auwa, Pali
1991 1991 1992
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Dr. K. S. Gupta, Udaipur I Dr. Rama Singhj Udaipur
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Dr. Nem Narain Joshi, Udaipur Thakur Kesari Singh Roopavasa, Pali Mr. Hamidullah, Jaipur
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Dr. Vishveshwar Swarup Bhargava, Ajmer
1998

Dr. Ratan Lal Mishra, Shekhawati 1999

Dr.Ratan Lal Mishra was born in a small village Mandava in Jhunjhunu district in 1925. He gained a
PhD. in Hindi and has written some 25 books and three biographies. His works on Harlal Singh
Memorial; Ganedhi Lal, have both been published and a third volume is near completion. In1980 he
retired as Deputy Director of the public relations department of the Rajasthan government and since then
he has dedicated his life’s work to studying literature and history. He has a profound interest in historical
research and has gained the reputation of a distinguished and revered scholar throughout India. Thisisa
significant contribution to world of literature. He has been honoured for his scholarly works by Rajasthan
university and Rajasthan Sahitya Academy; All India Bhartiya Dadu Samaj, New Delhi; Kyamkhani
Samaj, Dhannuri Jhariya, Dadu Panthi Samaj, Naraina Jaipur and Prachya Vidya Pratisthan Jodhpur.

Smt. Bindu Gupta, Udaipur 1999
Smt. Bindu Gupta was born in Allahabad (U.P.) in 1963. During her student days she excelled at her

work and was recognised as an outstanding pupil. She obtained a post graduate degree in Hindi and
was awarded a gold medal by her university. There she secured the First Division, attained her B.Ed,
the Shiksha Rana degree and was further honoured with the Maharana Mewar Bhamashah award of
this foundation for her academic achievements. Smt. Bindu Gupta firmly believes that the Hindi
language must flourish and for fifteen years with that clear objective she has devoted her working life
to actively encouraging its wider use. She was honoured at all India level for her innovative methods of
teaching and commended particularly for her pupil/teacher interaction. She was selected as a senior
observer and prepared guidelines for the other participants for the Programme.

Dr. Jagat Narayan, Koz 2000

Dr. Jagat Narayan was born in 1938 in the Thana District - Baran in Rajasthan. He was Chief Advisor
Students' union, Government College Baran, between 1970 and 1971. He is a life member, Indian
society for pre Historic and Quaternary studies, Poona. He has written over 79 articles on a wide
range of subjects and over the past thirty years or more attended conferences and seminars all over
India on the illustrious history of Rajasthan. He is recognised as a specialist amateur photographer
and has published both black and white and colour photographs in books, prestigious magazines,
journals and leading national daily newspapers. His discovery of 10 rock shelter sites has brought him
international acclaim. Since 1987 he has participated in over 23 radio talks. He has received several
awards and honours including Best writer's award on tourism, by Rajasthan Tourism, Kota.

Dr. Rajendra Mohan Bhatnagar, Udaipur 2000

Dr. Rajendra Mohan Bhatnagar was born in Rohtak in Haryana in 1938. He became a lecturer at
Forward College in Delhi before joining the Rajasthan Education Services (RES) and was posted at
SIERT, Udaipur. He is well known for his prose and poetry and has also published pamphlets, books
and rhymes for children. His achievements have been widely recognised by many government and
non governmental institutions together with various academies who have honoured him with various
awards. The Rajasthan Sahitya Academy presented him with the most prestigious "Meera Award".
He was also awarded by the President of India for his contribution to Hindi literature. Many of his
books are part of a university syllabus and included in educational boards. His stories, essays and
papers have been published in most prestigious of the National newspapers and magazines.
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Dr. J.K. Ojha, Bhilwara 2001

Born in 1948 in the Mandal village of Bhilwara District, He has a profound knowledge about the
History of Mewar. After completing his early education in Mandal and Bhilwara he gained a Ph.D.
degree for his research work on "The History of Mewar 1734 to 1778". Presently serving as Head of
the Department of History at Pandit Udai Jain College, Kanor he has published nine books and co-
written six. He has further contributed some 94 Research Papers in various journals on different
subjects relating to the History of Mewar, from aspects on Socio-political to cultural and
environmental issues. He has been honoured as Vice-president of Dr. Ojha Mewar History Parishad
and Associated Secretary of Rajasthan History Congress. He has also worked on three specific projects
relating to the History of Mewar sponsored by the Indian Institute of Research in History.

Dr. Jyoti Punj Pandya, Udaipur 2001

Dr. Joyti Punj Pandya was born in 1952 in the small village of Tamtiya, District Dungarpur. During
his student days he was honoured with the President's Award for Scouting. Dr Jyoti Punj Pandya is well
known and respected for contributing new dimensions to Vagri Literature. Through his writings, the
Vagar tribal culture has been given a new perspective. More recently, his drama "Kanku-Kabandh" has
achieved the National Award 2000 from the Central Hindi Academy, New Delhi. This play depicts the
great valour and values of the erstwhile Mewar State. As a broadcaster he also participated in folksongs
and dramas on All India Radio and published 21 books. An imaginative author and as founder
Secretary of the Literary institution Yug Dhara, he has provided inspiration to a new generation of
writers and through his personal encouragementand active participation they have flourished.

Dr. Venkat Sharma, Jodhpur 2002

Dr. Venkat Sharma (literature) was born in Rajasthan in 1924. In 1964 he was acknowledged as a
Research authority in Hindi and several scholars gained their Ph-D honours under his guidance. He
organised symposiums and seminars at University level, sponsored by the University Grant
Commission in New Delhi. He participated and presided over the All India Level functions of literary
forums, as the representative of the University of Jodhpur. He has contributed research papers to
literary and linguistic journals and published several articles relating to Oriental and Western poetry
and the theory of literature in reputed magazines and journals.After retiring from the University of
Jodhpur in 1984 Mr. Sharma worked on his first major research project sanctioned by U.G.C, New
Delhi. He now devotes his time to writing,.

Mr. Mahesh Purohit, Dungarpur 2002

Mr. Mahesh Purohit was born in Dungarpur in 1932. By profession he is a teacher in Hindi but his
family's long association with the erstwhile Rulers of Dungarpur and his own zeal for the history of the
State has inspired him to research and devote his work to a number of projects relating to the State of
Dungarpur. Amongst his notable achievements, he has been instrumental in establishing a library in
the Udai Vilas Palace, Dungarpur known as the Maharawal Vijay Singh Shodh Abhilekhagar which
now houses some rare archival material. This has been established with financial help from the
Swedish International Development agency. The library houses more than 5,300 documents of
archival importance. He has published a number of articles in various journals and newspapers and is
working on abook on the History of the Dynasty of the State of Dungarpur and The Udai Palace.

Dr. Anand Sharma, Jaipur 2003

Dr. Anand Sharma is an eminent scholar who, for the last 36 years has contributed nearly 7000
articles and research papers on a wide ranging number of subjects to prestigious journals and
newspapers. He is also an extremely gifted raconteur and has published his first historical novel
Raskapoor. Dr. Anand Sharma has written a number of other novels based on the history of
Rajasthan. 'Ttihas ke Nupoor', 'Ekaur Bhishma' (published in 1998), Narvad-Supyarde (published
2002)his biographical novel 'Nanritam' is likely to be published in 2003 and '"Madhvi', 'Rasileraj' and
'Maharana Pratap' are planned for publication in 2004. Dr. Sharma has received recognition and
been honoured by many institutions over the past decade including Bhartiya Prachya Jyotish Shodh
Sansthan (Jaipur) in 1994.
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Dr. Braj Mohan Jawalia, Udaipur 2003

Dr. Braj Mohan Jawalia was born in District of Bhilwara, Rajasthan in 1928. He completed his
studies at the University of Rajasthan. Dr. Braj Mohan Jawalia has an expert, diverse and specialist
knowledge of Indian scripts. Through his acquired knowledge of Brahmi, Kharoshti and Nagari as
well as Sanskrit, Apabhransha, and other regional languages He -has edited, catalogued and
deciphered ancient manuscripts and epigraphs. He has contributed a number of entries on the
Rajasthani language and its literature to the encyclopedia of Indian literature published by Sahitya
Academy. In 1991 he received a prize for literature from the International Trust of Ramsnehi

Sampradaya Shahpura.

Dr. Dev Kothari, Udaipur 2004

Dr. Dev Kothari was born in Gogunda, Udaipur on 27th October, 1941. His administrative acumen
promoted him to the ranks of first the Vice Director and subsequently Director of Institute of
Rajasthan Studies. Dr. Kothari carried out a survey of river Bedach in the Mewar region and located
26 places of archeological importance. This project was a joint venture carried out by Rajasthan
Vidyapeeth, Udaipur and the Deccan College, Pune. In honour of his great contribution in the field
of History, Culture & Literature, the Govt. of Rajasthan has recently appointed him as Chairman of
Rajasthani Bhasha, Sahitya evam Sanskriti Academy, Bikaner.

Dr. Bhagwati Lal Vyas, Udaipur 2004

Dr. Bhagwati Lal Vyas was born in 1941. After Post Graduation in Hindi Literature he pursued
M.Ed. and Ph.D. in Education. Essentially Dr. Vyas is a poet and satirist. To date he has published 10
books of poetry, two books of satire and one collection of stories. He has received a number of Awards
at state and national level by various institutions. His recent publication "Rajasthan Ratnakar" has
been declared as best Rajasthani Book of the year 2003. Dr. Vyas is a teacher by profession and
presently working as the Principal, Jawahar Vidyapeeth Teachers Training College, Kanore
(Udaipur). He has also worked as Vice Principal of Rajasthan Vidyapeeth Lokmanya Tilak Teachers
Training College, Dabok (Udaipur)

Mr. Vijaydan Detha, Jodhpur 2005

Bijji was born on 1st September, 1926 in Jodhpur district. Beginning with writings based on the oral
tradition of folk tales, he has created a rare, unparalleled epoch in the history of narrative art. The
stories, fascinating as they are, never fail to astound the reader. He is affectionately known as "Bijji".
The magic of Bijji's stories have fascinated countless filmmakers, dramatists, and TV serial-makers.
Besides Mani Kaul, film personalities like Shyam Benegal and Prakash Jha have made films based on
his stories. Amol Palekar signed him up for two films. Noted Hindi writer and documentary
filmmaker Uday Prakash made a film on Bijji for Sahitya Akademi.

Dr. Seema Rathore, Udaipur 2005

Born on 2nd November, 1962 Dr. Seema Rathore works as a lecturer of music in Meera Girls
College, Udaipur. Mrs. Rathore is a creative woman who is associated with music, literature and
writing. Recently she completed her Doctorate on the subject "Musical Visharad Maharana
Kumbha". In this she depicted the musical substances in architecture and sculpture of the Kumbha
Era. She has shown a new way to preserve our culture, tradition and custom. According to her, the
spirituality of the Vedic Age is deeply ingrained in Indian Classical Music. Her popular book,
"Maharana Kumbha Ki Bharatiya Sangeet Ko Den", is based on rigorous research of the history of
Mewar. In this book she describes how Maharana Kumbha played a vital role in preserving and
nurturing the Indian Classical music.
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Dr. Ram Prasad Dadhich, jodhpur 2006

Dr. Ram Prasad Dadhich is a well-known Hindi writer, critic and poet of national fame born in
December 1926 at Parbatsar city of Nagaur District of Rajasthan. Dr. Dadhich is Professor emeritus
from Jodhpur University, Jodhpur. The Rajasthan Sahitya Academy, All India Art and Literary
Council, Mathura (U.P.) and many other institutions at state level have awarded him. Under his
guidance 11 scholars have completed their research work for their Ph.D. His most significant
contribution in Hindi literature is his translation of "Kathopanishad" from Sanskrit to Hindi. At the
age of 80 he remains active and eager to share his experience of life and knowledge through the
medium of literature.

Dr. Rajendra Nath Purohit, Udaipur 2006

Dr. Rajendra Nath Purohit is a gifted scholar of history presently working as officer In charge of The
Rajasthan Oriental Institute, Udaipur. His background has helped him to grasp the significance of
ancient traditions and provided him with treasure trove of authentic historical- cultural documents.
After completing his formal education, He did his Ph.D. on "The Court Culture of Mewar".
Through this research work he realised that history could not be complete without understanding and
integrating the traditions and rituals of court culture. He has prepared 32 research papers, all relating
to Mewar's Cultural History. He has also researched 5236 hand-written books on Mewar. The
Maharana Mewar Historical Publications Trust, Udaipur, has recently published his research work-
"Mewar Darikhane Ke Reeti-Riwaz evam Sanskar".

Prof. Chandra Mohan Hada "Himkar", Ajmer 2007

Prof. Chandra Mohan Hada 'Hirnkar' was born on 23rd December 1923. Prof. Hada is not only a
well known freedom fighter and teacher but he is also, a great literary figure. He has actively
participated as student leader in the 1942 Quit India Movement. His commendable work in the field
of literature can be seen in his published books like - Vidambana, Maang ka Sindoor, Hum Maham
Bharat Mahan, Dhadhakti Jwala, Anupam Balidan, Smritiyon ke Indradhanush His work on
literature has been recognized at National level and many institutions of repute have conferred upon
him many awards.

Dr. Premlata Pokharna, Jaipur 2007

Dr. Premlata Pokharna is one of the wonderful talents from the field of ancient history, culture and
social sector who is constantly making efforts to join the historical links of 5th and 7th century from
the darker era of the history of Mewar. Dr. Pokharna has converted her research in the form of a book,
which was published in the year 2005-06, titled "Coins of North India". With the help of these coins
we get the information on the victorious emperors of North India. Dr. Pokharna has been given the
fellowship by the British Numismatic Society in the year 2005. She has been the senior officer in the
archeological and museum department of the Rajasthan Government and contributed in different
disciplines like Epigraphy, Numismatics, Art & Architecture and Museology.

Dr. Shri Krishna 'Jugnu', Udaipur 2008

Dr ShrikrishnaJugnu was born on 2nd October 1964 in Akola at Chirtorgarh. He completed his
schooling in private institute before his post graduation in Ancient Indian History, Hindi and
English. He gained a Ph.D at Rajasthan University and Post Graduate Diploma at Mohanlal
Sukhadia University. He is currently a school teacher. He has written a number of books on 'Vastu'
and "Shilpshatra’ - 'Kala Ki Kalakatha 'Bhartiyalokmadhyam', 'Chitralakshanam’,
'Rajvallabhvastushastram' as well as stories on local topics(He has preserved the inscriptions written
on the stones, which have revealed important information for research scholars. Since 1983 Dr Jugnu
has recited poems and storytelling on All India Radio. He has also collected and published many
interviews with world famous personalities.
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Dr. Zabbarnath Purohit, Jodhpur 2008

Dr. Zabbarnath Purohit was born on 7th January 1934 in Jodhpur, Rajasthan. He is a renowned
novelist, educationist and a cultural awakener. During his career he was Principal at Modi College,
Lakshmangarh, Sikar and Director of Modi Education and Research Centre, New Delhi. He is
currently teaching at Kabra High School. His life time study of ancient literature has been highly
commended. He was awarded by Rajasthan Saahitya Academy, Udaipur for his poems "Sudhindra
Puraskaar”" in 1991; "Vishisht Saahityakaar Samman" 1998; "Meeta Puraskaar" 2001 "Dinkar
Samaan" 2001. He was also awarded by "Maharaja Maansingh Smriti Puraskaar" in 2000.
Dr. Purohit literary contribution will undoubtedly inspire a new generation of scholars.

Dr. Mohan Lal Gupta, Jodhpur 2009

Dr. Mohanlal Gupta, born in 1962, Merta Road, Rajasthan. His published works are Story
Collections: Shesh Yatra (1986), Pratinidhi Kahaniyan (1990), Dekhe Huye Din (1995), Ek Planet ki
Maut (2003). Satires - Ek Ullu ka Sanskritik Chintan (1995); History: Jalore ka Rajnitik Evam
Sanskritik Itihas (1995), Nagaur ka Rajnitik Evam Sanskritik Itihas (1999); Booklets: Kath ka
kabutar, Mraryunjaya, Teem Ki Bahu, Akal ka Mahadanav Evam Chhatparara Rajasthan, Suryanagari
Jodhpur; Awards - Ghanshyam Das Saraf Litrary Award by Marwari Sammelan Mumbai in 2002.
Sarvashreshtha Laghu Natya Lekhan Award by Jawahar Kala Kendra Jaipur in 2003. Professor
Premshankar Shrivastava Sarvshreshtha Sahityic Srajan Award by Citizens Society for Education in
2002. Sarvshreshta Hindi Award by Gopal Lal Purohit Shikchhan Sansthan Merta City in 2002.

Dr. Hukam Chand Jain, Kotz 2009

Dr. Hukam Chand Jain is a well known personality in the field of academics as torch bearer
promoting the Hindi language and propagating Indian values. Dr. Jain's work on the eminent
historian Dr. Ojha who wrote a history of Mewar and other states of Rajasthan has earned him
international acclaim providing groundwork for future scholars. He is also applauded as an expert on
Indian Paleography. His strong and coherent support for the unparalleled significance of Mewar in
the History of Rajasthan is of substantial interest to scholars and he is considered an inspirational
teacher. More than a dozen of Dr. Jain's research papers on various aspects of the history and culture
of Rajasthan have been published in well-known journals. Dr. Jain's ardent love for the Rajasthan
History and culture flows through his work.

Mr. Madhav Lal Darak, Rajsamand 2010

Mr. Madhav Lal Darak, is a poet, born in Kumbalgarh, Rajsamand, Rajasthan on 13 August 1935.
He has been serving society for the last fifty years through his poetry. He is a dedicated social worker
spending a lot of time with villagers. He has promoted Rajasthani language and social-ethical values
inherent in the cultural heritage of Rajasthan through his poems. He published his first book'
Chaturbuj Darshan'. He spent six years writing on Lord Shiva and started participating in Kavi
Sammelans. Many of his songs have become very popular 'Aido Mahro Rajasthan', 'Haadi Rani'. His
poems are regularly published in various newspapers, magazines.

Dr. Gopal Vallabh Vyas, Udaipur 2010

Dr. Gopal Vallabh Vyas was born on 7th July 1945 in Udaipur. He gained an M. A. in history, Hindi
Literature & Sociology and Inter Grade Drawing Diploma from Mumbai. As well as his studies, he
participated in co-curricular activities at College and University levels in Games, Drama and
performed his duties in the Union. After selection by Rajasthan Public Service Commission in 1982,
Dr. Gopal Vyas was appointed as Lecturer in History in Govt. College, College Education. His
research interests are focused on Tradition, Folk Ideals, local Customs, Social and Economic
Institution of Mewar, Cottage Industries. Presently, one of his scripts, 'Dimensions and Analysis of
History' is going to press. He also has three collections of poems, published to his credit.
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Dr. Nand Kishore Acharya, Bikaner 2012

Dr. Nand Kishore Acharya born on 31st August 1945 is an Indian playwright, poet and critic from
Bikaner, Rajasthan. He is one of the foremost creative writers of our times. His plays, poems, critique,
articles on issues of contemporary concerns and on education and his translations have given Hindi
literature a new insight, a new direction and a new recognition of values. His areas of interest are
literature, non-violence, Human rights, Political economy, ancient Indian polity, scientific
humanism, culture and history, education. He is a member of the Central Hindi Society which is
Chaired by The Honorable Prime Minister of India; Member of Vatsal Nidhi Trust; Gandhi Smarak
Nidhi; Central Sahitya Academy. Recently, he was declared the recipient of the 'Subramanium
Bhatti' Award of Kendriya Hindi Sansthan for 2008 for contribution to Hindi literature through
Creative and Literary Criticism writings.

Mr. Rajendra Shankar Bhatt, Jzipur 2012

Mr. Rajendra Shanker Bhatt now aged 92 was born in Ajmer, Rajasthan. He rose to become a
Member of the Executive of Editor's National Organization, on whose behalf he conducted the first
ever survey of conditions of working journalists in India. Mr. Bhatt has carried out pioneering work in
Public Relations, first as the head of publicity department in Jaipur and then with the public relations
department of the newly integrated state of Rajasthan, which was acknowledged in a commendation
from the Governor of Rajasthan. Taking up the challenge to write about Maharana Pratap he wrote
the first biography of this great Ruler after the independence of India.

Dr. Rima Hooja Jaipur 2013

Historian, archaeologist and writer, Dr. Rima Hooja is currently a Member of the Government of
India's National Monuments Authority, Director of the MSID India Program of Minnesota
University, USA. She has subsequently specialized in the region making it the focus of her work. Her
interest in archaeology and history developed as a child of nine or ten when she lived in Chittorgarh,
Rajasthan. Her book 'A History of Rajasthan', published in 2006 was awarded the 'Publishers
Recognition Award', It has been nationally and internationally acclaimed and can be found on the
shelves of many universities and research libraries. She has done extensive in-depth study, research
and writing on Rajasthan's history and archacology and it is in recognition of this work in history that
the 2013 Maharana Kumbha Award is being conferred on Dr. Rima Hooja.

Mr. Shyam Sunder Bhatt, Udaipur 2013

Shri Shyam Sundar Bhatt was born at Kuraj, Mewar. glory came to Shri Bhatt from the Veer Vinod.
To write research based books about obscure and forgotten heroes, and glorify their deeds became his
passion and mission of his life which he is still pursuing. His works include Rana Hamir, Rana Pratap,
Rana Amar Singh and Rana Raj Singh. His literary style and works are a unique reflection and
combination of his sense of pride to be born in Mewar. His research acumen about historical events
and legendary people who may otherwise have disappeared into the oblivion of the past. He attaches
huge importance to the need to infuse high moral values to today's youth.

Mr. Narayan Lal Sharma, Udaipur 2015

Mr. Narayan Lal Sharma, born at Hyderabad, Sindh in 1941. In 1962, he joined as a lecturer in
Government College Rajasthan at Kotputli where he served for 4 years. Because of his interest in
social works he returned to Udaipur and joined Vidhya Niketan as a Teacher. Providing education
has been his mission and he has always upgraded standards of education qualitatively and
quantitatively. Moral values and Mewar have been the objective of work and have motivated him in a
wide range of writings. He worked on a translation of the book 'Haldighati' by Shyam Narayan
Pandey, 'Medieval Historical and Geographical places of Ancient India' by Nandlal Dey. His writings
have been published as a series in a daily newspaper from 1998 until the present day in a column titled
'Mewar Mahima' subject to Historical aspects.
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Dr. Chandra Prakash Deval, Ajmer 2015

Dr. Chandra Prakash Deval born at Gothipa village, Udaipur, Rajasthan on 14th August 1949. He
has written number of books of poetry and short stories. He has translated more than a dozen books.
He has been working and contributing to the wealth of literature for the last 43 years. He has also
worked on many translations in Rajasthani including Upnisdawali in 1990. Translated Hindi poems
of Kedarnath Singh Poetry Collection 'Akal Mein Saras Ka' in 1994 and also translated more than 80
poems of the renowned Poets in 2014. He is a recipient of Padma Shri in 2011 for his contribution to
the literature. He has been awarded and honored by several literary societies. He also achieved India
level Translation award for his translation of Gyanpeeth Awardee Kedarnath Singh Poetry Collection
'Akal Mein Saras Ka'in 1994.

Dr. Devi Lal Paliwal, Udaipur 2016

Dr. Devi Lal Paliwal, a renowned historian of Rajasthan was born at Rajsamand to a modest Brahmin
family in 1929. He initially worked as Professor of History at Shramjeevi College, Udaipur before
taking up a much sought after appointment as Director, Rajasthan Sahitya Academy at Udaipur.
While working as a Director he was granted a Senior Research Fellowship from University Grants
Commission, New Delhi. During this period he was also appointed Editor of Shodh Patrika from
1996 to 1985. Dr. Devi Lal has always been an avid reader, research scholar and written several books
and articles on History. His main focus has been on the History of Mewar; the relationship of the
Mewar Rulers with then British Rulers and Maharana Pratap. Dr. Lal has been awarded and honored
by various institutions including All India Award by Dr. Raghuvir Singh Natnagar Shodh Sansthan.

Mr. Tej Singh Tarun, Udaipur 2016

Mr. Tej Singh Tarun was born at Bijoliya, Bhilwara, Rajasthan in 1941. With 18 years of experience
in the field of education Mr. Tarun has been working and contributing to the wealth of literature. Mr.
Tarun was also Editor of Jai Rajasthan (Dainik), Udaipur for a year; the monthly magazines Tarun
Ostwal Udaipur for 8 years and Bappa Rawal for 10 years. He was Secretary, Bhartiya Sahitya
Academy, Rajasthan; Member of Rajasthan Sahitya Academy; Secretary, Jagrut Sahitya Academy.
Mr. Tarun has been awarded and honored by several literary societies. He has received Acharya Shanti
Sagar Smriti Puruskar, Uttar Pradesh in 1992; He has been felicitated by West Zone Culture Centre,
Udaipurin 1992 and awarded by Rajasthan Yuva Parishad, Bombay in 2003.

Dr. Malika Bohra, Chittorgarh 2017

Dr. Mallika Bohra was born in Dungarpur, Rajasthan. She studied for an MA in History, PG
Diploma in Journalism and Post PG Diploma in Archaeology and Ancient History. From 2000 she
has been working as a Lecturer in History and has 15 years of experience in the field of Research work.
She participated in a short research fellowship from Al-Vazarat-usSaifiyah, Mumbai that involved
visiting different centres of Mesopatamia's Tigris and the Euphrates river valleys Karbala, Najaf,
Kufa, Babylon. She was awarded JRF in 2001 by the Indian Council of Historical Research, New
Delhi to work on the 'Fresco tradition of Dungarpur State Social and Cultural from early 18th
century to 1940 CE. She has been awarded by many research institutes for her work in the field of
History.

Mr. Lalit Sharma, /halawar 2017

Mr. Lalit Sharma is an eminent writer born at Jhalawar, Rajasthan on 2nd July 1963. He played a
challenging role in enlightening Hadoti and Malva History with its Sculptures, Temples and Forts. His
pioneering work includes a collection of ancient and medieval coins of that era which are very unique
and further discovered 18 shilalekha (Khinchi) at Gugore Fort Chhabra Baran. He developed a Museum
at Jhalawar which showcases the history of Jhalawar region. He has to his name 1500 publications in
various international and national journals. His books and topics of history are being studied at Vikram
Universiry, Ujjain; Kota University and Kota Board of Secondary Education Rajasthan. Appreciation
letter for his commendable contribution in the field of history on 15th August 2013 by Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Rajasthan; Jhalawar Gaurav Samman 2016 by Tourism Development Samiti, Jhalawar.

86



Mr. Dev Kishan Rajpurohit, Nagaur 2018

Mr. Dev Kishan Rajpurohit, a distinguished writer of Rajasthani literature from Champakhedi of
District Nagaur, Rajasthan was born on 6th October 1944. His writings are known for remarkable
clarity; subtle observation and sensitivity. His poems reflect his clear vision and deep insights. He has
edited books for Rajasthani Sahitya Class 11th and 12th which were later published by The Board of
Secondary Education, Ajmer. His articles in both Hindi and Rajasthani are frequently published by
The Education Department with around 400 articles appearing in highly regarded educational
journals. He has been awarded and honored by several literary societies. He has received Marwar
Ratna under Maharaja Mansingh Sahitya Puruskar; Rajasthan Ratnakar Puruskar, Delhi; Bhimrao
Award - 2000 by Bikaner Sthapana Diwas; Shivchand Bhartiya Prose Award - 2006 etc.

Dr. Jitendra Kumar Singh 'Sanjay', Sonbhadra, UP 2019

Dr. Jitendra Kumar Singh ‘Sanjay’ was born on the 1st of February 1979. He had been writing poems
from the age of 12 encouraged by his mother Mahiyasi Prabha Singh and maternal grandfather Babu
Mritunjaya Pratap Singh. Presently he is Assistant Professor, Department of Hindi, Bhagwan Singh
PG College, Mirzapur, UP. Dr. Singh’s scope of work covers a diverse range of subjects in literature,
history, linguistics, poetics and the study of poetic structure. He received a Junior Research Fellowship
for his work ‘Bhartiya Chhand Shashtra Ka Itihas’ (History of Indian Prosody) from Ministry of
Culture, Government of India. He established a library ‘Babu Venibahadur Singh Smriti Pustakalaya
Evam Shodha Kendra’ in his village Devgarh and is currently working on an educational programme
on skill development and illiteracy through his organisation ‘Prabhashri Gramodaya Sewa Aashram’.

Dr. Girish Nath Mathur, Udaipur 2019

Dr. Girish Nath Mathur has been working on research and education for the past 44 years. He was
born on 19th May 1949 in Udaipur, Rajasthan. Dr. Girish Nath Mathur was educated in the lake city
itself and chose Udaipur as his 'Karma Bhumi'. His keen interest in teaching and research has been
widely recognised. Today, he is considered to be an encyclopedia of knowledge among historians and
an inspirational mentor for large number of researchers in history. He has been instrumental in
developing 28 Ph.Ds on different aspects of history and archaeology. Over the years he has acquired
the skill of reading and understanding old scripts making him an expert in this field. Many researchers
now look to him to understand and interpret the ancient scripts before reaching to any conclusion.
With such rare knowledge and understanding, Dr. Mathur has established the date of The Dewar
War and The History of Maharana Pratap over the Mughals by cross tallying all controversies.

Prof. Bhanwar Lal Bhadani, Bikaner 2020

He is retired as Professor of History, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. He was also a Former
Chairman and Coordinator of The Centre of Advanced Study in History and is presently Senior Fellow
in Indian Council of Historical Research, New Delhi. He has worked and specialised in the field of
Social, Cultural and Economic History of Rajasthan, Medieval History. His major research work was
published in 1999 titled ‘Peasants, Artisans and Entrepreneurs - Economy of Marwar in the Second Half
of the Seventeenth Century’ and “Water Harvesting, Conservation and Irrigation in Mewar (800-1700)°
in 2012. Presently he is working as a Senior Fellow, ICHR, New Delhi on a research project ‘Maharana
Pratap on the basis of Archaeology and Literary Evidence’ and Trrigation Technology and Environment
in Medieval Desert States, Rajasthan’ sponsored by Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi.

Dr. Praveen Pandya, Jalore 2020

He is well-known Sanskrit poet, analyst and scholar. His work has been included in different leading
anthologies of Sanskrit poetry. Jyotirjavalanam (2003), Udbahuvanata (2006),
Jivaturusamadhvikam (2010), Adhottamatarani (2015) are his original Sanskrit poetry-collections.
He is a scholar of Vedas, Upanishads, and Sanskrit Literature. He has contributed more than 20
original, translated and edited books. He has translated 'Hind Swaraj', one of Mahatma Gandhi’s
books into Sanskrit as 'Hindsvarajyam' (2013). Soundaryasrotswini Narmada (2015) is a Sanskrit
translation book awarded by the Sahitya Akademi, Delhi.
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Mabharana Sajjan Singh Award
(Instituted in 1983-84)

Maharana Sajjan Singh founded a
printing press called 'Sajjan
Mudranalaya' and 'Sajjan Kirti
Sudhakar', a weekly journal was
published from there. A library was
created, under the guidance of 'Kavi
Raja Shamaldasji' in the palace
grounds of 'Sajjan Vani Vilas', where
several academic collections in
Sanskrit, Hindi and English were

maintained.

[t was here that Kavi wrote one of the
most important works on Mewar
history called 'Veer Vinod' and
organised weekly poetry readings.
Learned scholars who visited Udaipur
during his time were given great
respect and support. He was greatly
influenced by Swami Dayanand
Saraswati and accepted to become
Chairman of the 'Arya Samaj's
Representative Council'.

Maharana Sajjan Singh Award is a
State Award. This award was
instituted to honour work of
permanent value to society through
the medium of paintings, fine art,

sculpture, architecture and craft.

Although Maharana Sajjan Singh (r. 1874-1884
CE) passed away prematurely at a very young age,

his achievement and contributions to the State of This Annual State Award consists of:
Mewar were unparalleled. He provided

electrification and piped drinking water and 1. A Ceremonial Shawl.

established a municipal council in the city of 2. A "Toran' plaque of honour.

Udaipur. He created the Sajjan Niwas Garden and 3. A Felicitation Certificate.
employed foreign gardeners to cultivate it. He 4. Cash Award of ¥ 51,001 each*.

personally drew maps and drawings of buildings he * No. of recipients will be decided by the selection

designed and constructed which astonished .
committee

qualified engineers.
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 the Maharanas of Mewar, Udaipur

Image courtesy: Museum archives of the Maharanas of Mewar, Udaipur
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Mr. Jagdish Lal Soni, Pratapgarh
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Mr. Narottam Narayan Sharma Dr. Faiz Ali Khan, Kishangarh, Ajmer
1987 Nathdwara, Rajsamand 1988

Thewa 1988 | Painting Painting
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Mr. Jahuraddin Usta, Bikaner Mr. Virendra Singh 'Rahi’, Jaipur Mr. Nandlal Chaturbhuj Kumbhar
1989 | Marble / Stone 1989 | Painting Molela, Nathdwara, Rajsamand | 1990
89 Terracota
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Mr. Harsh Chhajed, Udaipur Mr. Kripal Singh Shekhawat, Jaipur Mr. Rajiv Khanna, Jaipur
1990 1991 1992
Seafane (Seafoam) Blue Pottery / Painting Architect

Mr. Gopilal Lohar, Udaipur Mr. Dwarka Prasad Sharma, Bikaner Mr. Tilak Gitai, ]aipur'
1992 1993 1993
Metal Art Painting Painting

Mr. Kanhaiya Lal Sharma Mr. Lal Chand Parihar, Udaipur Mr. Nayan Sukh Sharma
Nathdwara, Rajsamand 1994 Nathdwara, Rajsamand
1994 | Painting Metal Art 1995 | Painting

. — ! K
Mr. Jugal Kishore Sharma 'Aatri’, Jaipur Mr. Mahesh Chandra Jangid, Churu Mr. Rajendra Mishra, Jaipur
1995 | Sculptor 1996 | Wood Carving 1996 | Sculptor
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1997 | Painting

-

Mr. Charan Sharma Dr. Sohan Lal Patni, Sirohi I Mr. Arjun Prajapati, Jaipur

Mr. Bhabani Ch .Gue, Ajmer

1998

Painting

Nathdwara, Rajsamand 1997 1998
Marble Art Sculpturist
Mr. Gopal Prasad Sharma - Painting, Jaipur 1999

Mr. Gopal Prasad Sharma was born in June 1964 Bhilwara. His paintings have two major aspects -
minute miniature paintings and Mughal style painting. His miniatures painted on Rai seed
demonstrate his remarkable skill. His work has impressed veteran artists and connoisseurs of the
Miniature. Amongst his finest work is a series of portraits of prominent people painted on the Rai
seeds including Mahatma Gandhi, Indira Gandhi and Mother Theresa of Calcutta whose depth of
personality emerges with clarity. A man of brilliant versatility, his Mughal painting influenced by
Picasso and the Indian artist Amrita Shergil show his constant search for the "refined values of life".
With his unique style he has been honoured by the Rajasthan Lalit Kala Academy as well as by the
Chief Minister of Rajasthan.

Dr. Ravindra D. Pandya - Researcher, Dungarpur 1999

Dr. Ravindra D. Pandya was born in February 1946. He has emerged as a patron of the cultural
heritage of southern Rajasthan in general and of the Vagar region He has carried out an extensive
research survey of wall paintings in the 18th to 20th centuries in southern Rajasthan and at Shivpuri
(M.P.) Dr. Ravindra Pandya has also written a number of articles on the sculptural art of the ancient
monument of Arthuna village and Galiakot and on folk art of tribal peoples. Dr. Ravindra Pandya has
been admired and honoured by the Government as well as Non Government Socio-Cultural
organisations for his remarkable research and work in the field of regional art, culture and history.
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Dr. (Ms.) Veerbala Bhavsar - Painting, Jaipur 2000

Dr. (Ms). Veerbala Bhavsar was born in Ahmedabad in 1941. She gained a Ph.D in tribal art motifs of
Southern Rajasthan from Rajasthan University in 1986 and M.A in drawing and painting in First
Division. She taught fine arts in Gujarat between 1964 and 1973. She is a member of many state and
national committees and has participated in many exhibitions all over India including 21 solo shows.
She uses only river sand in her paintings of which some of her work is in the hands of private collectors.
She has received The All India Award "TIAS", All India Award M.K.K.P 'Smriti Shreshrtha' award,
All India Award. Her book on tribal art - Adivasi Kala was published in 1993 by the Publication
Division, New Delhi in November 1993.

Dr. Satya Narain Bhardwaj - Seafane (Seafoam), Udaipur 2000

Mr. Satya Narain Bhardwaj was born in Alwar. He gained a diploma in drawing, painting and pottery
in Jaipur.He is the recipient of a State Level Award in 1986 from the Government of Rajasthan for his
seafane (seafoam) Art. He has participated in the Rajasthan Lalit Kala academy of Jaipur, the National
Lalit Kala academy, New Delhi and the National Award Section (Development Commissioner H.C)
as well as the Rajasthan State level Award Section (Handicraft section). He was invited by the
Government of India to hold his own show in Mumbai and at The Suraj Kund Fair of Haryana.

Mr. Mohan Lal Kumbhar - Terracotta, Molela, Rajsamand 2001

Mr. Mohanlal Kumhar was born in 1941 in the village of Molela - Nathdwara. He is a master
craftsman in the art of terracotta pottery having learnt the craft from his father Mr. Chaturbayj
Kumharasachild. Asa dedicated craftsman, Mr. Mohanlal has devoted his life to this art, teaching his
children, in pursuit of the preservation of this heritage for future generations. In recognition of his
talents, in 1983-84, he was honoured by The State Government and further awarded The President
Award, presented to him personally by the President of India in 1988, He has visited America,
Australia and many other countries to exhibit his art. His work is also exhibited permanently in many
prominentcities in India.

Mr. Mohmmad Rafiuddin - Painting, Jaipur 2001

Born in 1968 at Jaipur, Mr. Mohmmad Rafiuddin belongs to the family of well know art -lover
Azizuddin. Just after his upper primary education, Rafiuddin started learning painting. At the age of
11, received first state award in the field of painting. He specializes in the Mughal School of art
reputed for its beautiful miniature paintings, depicting rural life style; Krishna Leela, Temples -
Mosques, Garden, and Palaces. He has received many awards at state level and his work has been
widely exhibited in India and overseas.

Mr. Indar Sharma - Painting, Nathdwara 2002

Mr. Indar Sharma was born in 1923 in Udaipur. He was awarded a gold medal in Dolikar Shethjee's
mural competition in 1950. In 1942 he was invited to Karachi to assist painting work in the Karachi
temple and the following year worked on paintings of Jai Shree Ram and Jai Shree Krishna with
complete Janamleela in Kolkatta. In 1979 at the behest of Air India he visited the USA to demonstrate
the techniques of miniature painting and completed a life size portrait of A.C. Bhaktivedanta Shri
Prabhupada for a Hare Krishna Temple. In 1983 he worked on paintings for Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris at Mount Abu in Rajasthan and the same year completed a painting of Emperor Akbar, for
the National Museum of Singapore. His paintings are exhibited in the National Museum of
Singapore, temples in the USA and are held in private Collections
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Mr. Himmat Lal Lohar - 7arkashi, Udaipur 2002

Mr. Himmat Lal Lohar was born in 1965 in Udaipur. He is the descendent of an age old artisan family
which expertise in the craft of Tarkashi and has carried on this very special exclusive and traditional
craft in Rajasthan. The art of working with inlay made of metal wire (known as Tarkashi) is used on
the shield of ceremonial swords. A pointed instrument makes Cheera which is applied to the iron,
after which it is "fired" again. Once the iron has cooled the gold, or silver wires are fitted into the
Cheera before the final process of Pressing takes place. Mr. Lohar has been recognised for his work by
the District Industry Centre and awarded in 1977-1978 by the Government of Rajasthan at the State
level.

Mr. Vakar Husain and Mr. Entazar Husain -Glass Work, Udaipur 2002

Mr. Vakar Husain (Guddu) and his brother Mr. Entazar Husain were born in Uttar Pradesh but have
settled in Udaipur. They are both reputed craftsman specializing in the intricate design and
implementation of glass work on jewellery, tableware and objects. Guddu met with fame when he
presented a work of Ganesh to the actress Madhuri Dixit. They participated in their first handicraft
exhibition at Chittorgarh in December 1996 organised by the District Industries Centre and have
subsequently taken part in a number of exhibitions and trade fairs most recently the Udaipur Rural
Mela and Shilpgram Utsav 2000

Dr. Jyoti Swaroop Sharma - Painting, Jodhpur 2003

Dr. Jyoti Swaroop Sharma was born in Jodhpur in 1953. His Endeavour has been to study the
methodology involved in traditional handicrafts and his gold embossing on leather has evolved
through this research. Dr. Sharma has worked on gold embossing painting work at the Mehrangarh
Museum at Jodhpur Fort. He was given a National Award by the Hon'ble Shri Krishan Kant, Vice
President of India and awarded Best Crafts Person for 2000-2001. He was honoured with first prize
for gold embossed paintings at a live demonstration at the Suraj Kund Crafts Mela by Shri Babu
Parma Nanad Ji, Hon'ble Governor of Haryana.

Mr. Kamal Sharma - Painting, Udaipur 2003

Asastudent from the City of Udaipur, Mr. Kamal Sharma was recognised, in 1988 and again in 1993,
by the Maharana Mewar Charitable Foundation for his artistic talent. Since then, Mr. Sharma has
meaningfully developed his talents by creating awareness for environmental issues through his
paintings. His work has been recognised by National level Institutions including the Central Ministry
of Environment and Forests. The Maharana Mewar Foundation is proud to honour Mr. Kamal
Sharma for his outstanding contribution for his work of permanent value in the field of painting for
2002-2003.

Mr. Pushpendra Singh Rathore of Ratlam - Glass Work, Jaipur 2004

Shri Pushpendra Singh Rathore, was born on 4th July, 1947 in Madhya Pradesh. He is an artist
specializing in Stained Glass Work. This art is more than five hundred years old that came to India
with the Europeans and was immediately adopted by the Rajput rulers to decorate their houses. Shri
Pushpendra Singh Rathore is very conscious that this specialist art is dying out and encourages young
boys and girls to take up this form of art as a career with training programmes. Shri Pushpendra Singh
Rathore has been awarded by the state Govt. a State Level Award besides many other prestigious
awards. India's only specialist art Magazine "Inside-Outside" has published a special article about this
rareart form.
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Dr. Nathu Lal Verma - Painting, Jaipur 2004

Dr. Nathu Lal Verma was born into a traditional artist family. He achieved his Master Degree in
Drawing and Painting from University of Rajasthan, Jaipur in 1981. Presently he is working as an
Associate Professor of Fine Art in Rajasthan University, Jaipur. He has devoted his life to preserving
and developing traditional Miniature and Fresco Painting. He has won many prestigious awards. He
was honoured with National Award from Lalit Kala Academy in 2000. He has organised many
exhibitions of his paintings not only in India but also abroad. He also held group shows
Contemporary Art of India. He organized and participated in various Art Camps in Jaisalmer,
Pushkar, Jaipur etc.

Mr. Lal Singh Bhati - Painting, Jodhpur 2005

Mr. Lal Singh Bhati was born on 10th July, 1962 Jodhpur. He is not only an expert in the restoration
of ancient artifacts but also works engraving on wood, stone, mirror and leather/gold leaf items. He
also paints with oil as well as painting miniatures all of which are his original creations. For the last 18
years Mr. Bhati has also focused on education. He has been honoured with various prestigious awards.
In 1989 he was awarded by Mr. R. Venkatraman, Former President of India for his work on leather
with gold embossing. He was also acknowledged as Master Craftsman and awarded by the
Government of Rajasthan.

Mr. Rajesh Jangid - Tarkashi, Jaipur 2005

M. Rajesh Jangid was born in August 1975. Even as a small child he was fascinated in Tarkashi Craft.
Mr. Jangid was a recipient of a Merit Certificate for excellence from the State Govt. in 1991-92. He
has received a State Award for his exquisite designs of delicate in-lay in Tarkashi on wood. Mr. Jangid
has presented his work in Delhi, Goa, Chandigarh, Gurjat, Udaipur and in other regions where he has
organised workshops in Tarkashi, a traditional art form that is fast disappearing. He was awarded the
"National Merit Award" in 2001 and "Shilp Award" in 2002.

Mr. Vinod Kumar Jangid - Wood Carving, Jaipur 2006

Mr. Vinod Jangid comes from a long-established family of artists from whom he learnt the art of
carving on Sandalwood at the age of 7 years. Mr. Vinod In 1984-85 he was honoured with the state
Merit Award is sustaining their form of work successfully. In 1988 he was awarded the National Merit
award and in 1996-96 his work was recognized by the then President of India, Dr. S.D. Sharma for his
outstanding achievements. His most popular work is a 3 x 1.5 ft. flowerpot on which he has arranged
18 sub-folders and a beautifully carved life-sketch of lord Krishna, a work that took him a year to
complete.

Mr. Kishan Sharma - Painting, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan 2006

Mr. Kishan Sharma is a well-known name in the field of traditional fine art, specifically Micro
painting. He is an expert in creating clear and beautiful pictures of the great heroic figures of Mewar
and India working on a very small grain of Mustard. In one particular series he created a painting that
included Meera Bai, Mahatma Gandhi on a piece of Mustard. This form of art is known as micro
painting. In addition to micro painting, Mr. Sharma has an equal command of painting with oil and
on silk. He is also a gifted sketch artist miniature painter and adapt at modern painting skills. He is a
proud-recipient of the state craftsmen-merit Award in 1996-97 and many other awards at State and
district level.
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Dr. Pradeep Shrivastav - Research on Shekhawati Frescos, Ajmer 2007

Dr. Pradeep Shrivastav, resident of Ajmer was born on July 28, 1954. Dr. Shrivastav has written many
articles on art and culture, he is known especially for his exclusive research on the Shekhawati Frescos.
The cultural and artistic history of Shekhawati Frescos written by Dr. Shrivastav is actually working as
a pioneer for tourism development in the region. As a result of Dr. Shrivastav's research the frescos in
the havelis of Shekhawati region have become the center of attraction for international tourists. Dr.
Shrivastav has also used exhibitions and Slide Shows as a medium to popularize the Shekhawati
Frescos by systematic movement.

Smt. Qamrunnisha - Embroidery, Jodhpur 2007

Smt. Qamrunnisha, born on February 20, 1956, learnt the hereditary art of embroidery on leather
shoes called 'Mojari' at the age of 20. She became an expert, doing it without making any drawing or
sketch. She with this talent has made her recognition nationally in the field of handicraft. She has
named different shoes as per there looks like Saleem Shahi Kashida Naukdar, Navrang Juti, Maharani
Jodha Bai ki Janani Mojdi, Kachchi Janani Juti, Marwari Rangeen Kashida Mojri, Jodhpuri Nagra
Juti etc. It is the specialty of her expert hands that the shoes designed by her are not only artistic and
picturesque but also light and comfortable. For this talent of she has won various awards and
credentials.

Mr. Ajay Kumar Garg - Miniature Painting, Jaipur 2008

Mr. Ajay Kumar Garg was born on 21st November 1971 in Dholpur, Despite severe sight, hearing
and speech impairment he has become a talented artist. Ajay is now a specialist in miniature paintings
and mastered the art of the single hair brush stroke on paper, rice and even almonds. He held his first
exhibition at Karnaraka Chitra Kala Parishad, Bangalore in 1991 where 144 out of 150 of his
paintings were sold. Ajay is also actively involved in the welfare of those with hearing and speech
impairment and is an Executive Member of the Deaf and Dumb Association, Rajasthan. He is always
ready to help those in need and especially those with physical disabilities.

Mr. Ikrammuddin Khan - Lac Bangles, Jaipur 2008

Mr. Ikrammuddin Khan is descended from an illustrious family of craftsmen, the more distinguished
because of his lack of formal education. His career started at an early age and for 40 years he has
dedicated his working life to hand- making' Lac Bangles'. The unusual technique he uses is one of the
oldest forms of arts of which he is a Master Craftsman. He is winner of the Virasat International
Award 2002 'Jaipur Shaan'. He has been honoured with a degree of Master in the World of Arts from
the Development Commissioner, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India, New Delhi. His long
line of achievements is not yet exhausted as he is committed to protecting this dying art, which dates
back some 5000 years.

Mr. Igbal Sakka - Miniature Art Work on Gold, Udaipur 2009

M. Igbal Sakka, is a resident of Kheradiwada's lane in Udaipur. He is a gold smith by profession. His
work includes, a 100-milligram, fifteen-inch long chain that was the first miniature artwork, to be
entered into the Guinness Book of records in 1991. Recently he broke both previous records by
making a 100-milligram chain of 41cm length with 1600 links. He has made a replica of The World
Cup Cricket Trophy in gold that weighs 310 milligrams and is just 4mm in height. In 2003 he carved
The Characters world cup cricket ball and the wickets. Mr. Igbal, artwork is based on the theme of
national integration . The technique of preparing the artwork is an expensive and time consuming task
requiring considerable patience and energy.
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Mr. Nand Kishore Verma - Miniature Painting, Jaipur 2009

Mr. Nand Kishore Verma comes from Jaipur. He was a recipient of the National Award for Master
Craftsmen/Artist in 2005 conferred by Government of India and received the State Award for
Miniature Painting in 2002 and 2003. He has exhibited and given live demonstration programmes all
over India as well as in other countries including Bucharest, Romania and Surajkund. Mr. Verma is
combining contemporary and traditional elements to create intriguing icons. His favorite subject is
"Lord Krishna". His Endeavour is to depict "Lord Krishna" as real, as 'one of us' with an abundance of
expression of divinity, sublimity and power. He is now specializing in painting with "Precious
Gemstones and works with 24 Carat Gold Leaf” For the last 30 years he has been teaching artand the
technique of miniature painting classes of Indian and foreign students.

Mr. Jitendra Singh Chandel - Miniature Painting, Jaipur 2010
Mr. Jitendra Singh Chandel is from Jaipur. He learnt Miniature painting, aged 14 from his father. In

the early days due to lack of financial means, he was provided space in a hotel to write names of guests
on rice grain. He has been presented with a number of awards over the past 20 years including a
certificate of appreciation and a place in the Guinness Book of World Record. This artist from the
western Indian state of Rajasthan has created wonderful miniature masterpieces including the
painting of a world map on a grain of il (sesame seed) and also writing 450 letters on a single strand of
human hair. It took him six months to inscribe 1850 letters 'I Love my India' on a grain of rice.

Smt. Zenab - Kota Doriya, Kota 2010

Smt. Zenab hails from Kota. She didn't receive any formal education or training but learnt this craft
from her parents. She is the recipient of the National Award Certificate in contribution to the
development of Kota Doria Cotton Sari Craft. She has participated in various craft fairs allover India,
including Jawahar Kala Kendra, Jaipur 2005; Jodhpur Urban Haat 2004; Pushkar Craft Mela 2000;
Republic Day Fair, Department of Culture, Government of India 1998; Taj Mahatosava, UP
Tourism 1997 and 2005 and many more. She has designed and woven symbols of all the States of
India into her sari and promoted integration in the form of art and craft with colours and societal
livelihood. It takes her three days to weave a simple sari and approximately four months to work on
heavier fabrics.

Mr. Gopal Saini - Blue Pottery, Jaipur 2012

Mr. Gopal Saini was born on 5th September 1963. The Blue Pottery of Jaipur is made from a low
temperature glazed pottery that gets its name from the blue patterns made on the white base of
pottery. He attended a workshop in Iceland, deputed by the Ministry of Textiles, Government of
Indiain 2011. He participated at the India International Trade Fair (Demo) New Delhi, 2011 as well
as attending several exhibitions all over the country. He works on cutting and embossing work in Blue
Pottery. He produces ashtrays, decorative gift items, ceramic bowls, coffee mugs, paperweights, pen
holders, perfume bottles, pickle jars and tea sets.

Mr. Prithvi Raj Kumawat - Wood Carving, Jaipur 2013

Mr. Prithvi Raj Kumawat born in Jaipur on the 14th August 1964. He achieved extraordinary skills
creating distinctive miniature and very difficult carvings to create something unique using different
woods as well as using Shells, Marble and Gemstone. He was conferred State Award in the year 1986-
87 for excellence for his carving on Rosewood; National Merit Certificate in the year 2004 for
excellence for his carving with wood 'Radha-Krishna'. He exhibited his art at several places in India.
In 2010 India Expo, Greater Noida, U.P.; Darya Sangam kala Academy, Panaji, Goa; Crafts Mela,
Surajkund Haryana etc. His International Exhibitions exposure was held at TENDENCE Fair,
Frankfurt, Germany 2010; Singapore Expo. Singapore 2011; Port of Spain, West Indies 2011;
International Autumn Fair 2012 Birmingham, United Kingdom 2012.
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Mr. Kamlesh Jangid - Wood Carving, Jaipur 2015

Mr. Kamlesh Jangid was born on the 1st October 1988. He isa Master in the art of Miniature Carving
on wood - the art of wood carving and designing. Wood carving is widely practiced in many pans of
India. Mr. Jangid carves motifs on wood from characters of Rajasthan that includes Gods and
Goddesses, mythological figures and animals. His master-piece is a sword carved from wood
depicting various episodes based on the life of Maharana Pratap. The wooden sword includes a
Haldighati war scene, Vijaystambh of Chittorgarh, Maharana Pratap with Horse Chetak, Maharana
Prarap with Bhamashah. He has received various awards for his excellence in wood carving. He has
participated at National and State level fairs and festivals.

Mr. Akash Choyal - Beads, Udaipur 2016

Born on February 1974 Mr. Akash Choyal earned his degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts from M.S.
University, Vadodara. He has been known in the Indian art world for his vision and his confrontation
with the real and the imaginary. Akash is a painter, printmaker, sculptor, photographer,
videographer, and a futurist and above all loves dance and music. His concept of space is quite
unconventional and his use of three dimensional-cum-relief like pictorial surfaces is his forte. Akash's
major exhibitions are Solo shows held internationally and nationally at the 'India Art Fair' 2012;
SALON 2010, de la Nationale des Beaux-Arts at Carrousel Du Louvre. As a modernist Akash Choyal
has successfully formed his own contemporary language of art that, as a professional artist has taken
him on a search for new aesthetics.

Mr. Ram Swaroop Sharma (Jangid) - Tarkashi, Jaipur 2017

Mr. Ram Swaroop Sharma born in Jaipur. He is a master in the craft called "Tarkashi Inlay' working
for the last 43 years. Tarkashi is a technique of inlaying fine flat wire (brass, copper or silver) in wood.
He trained for this craft with Shri Shravan Lal Mishra from 1963-1972 at Sawai Ram Singh Shilp
Kala Mandir, Jaipur. He was bestowed with First State Award of Rajasthan - 1983-84; National Merit
Award in 1988 and 1996; Raja Bhagwant Das Award by The City Palace, Jaipur- 2006 and National
Award-2008. He attended training programmes at Leonbarg City in West Germany in April- May
1985 organized by the Government of India and West Germany as well as a programme in South

Africa.

Mr. Gopal Swami Khetanchi - Painting, Jaipur 2017

Mr. Gopal Swami Khetanchi born in Churu, Rajasthan. He grew up in Rajasthan in an artistic
environment and started painting himself at the age of 15 on portraits before diversifying. He then
developed his painting skills in Mumbai, painting forts and depicting the State in his work. Over the
years, he has captured the culture, traditions, rural beauty, crafts and textiles of Rajasthan. He is
known for giving a unique Indian or Rajasthani touch to his works, especially to textiles and
background. His painting titled 'Bani-Thani' was used in the promotion for Le Festival des Ecrivains
dumonde: held in Paris in 2014. He believes that while art may not offer solutions to social problems,
ithelps bring them into focus.

Mr. Abhishek Joshi - Phad Art Painting, Shahpura, Bhilwara 2018

Mr. Abhishek Joshi, born on 30th April 1975 Bhilwara, Rajasthan. He is Master in the traditional
craft called 'Phad’ and has dedicated his work to this art since 1986. More than 700 years old, phad
originated in the Bhilwara region of Rajasthan and owes its popularity to its accompanying oral
tradition. The Shahpura's Traditional Phad Painting has its unique place in the world of Indian arts.
The Phad is a religious scroll painting practiced in Rajasthan. It is traditionally done on a long piece of
cloth or canvas, known as Phad. Narratives of folk deities of Rajasthan are depicted relating to the life
ofincarnations. The colours used in Phad are painstakingly extracted from natural sources like stones,
flowers and herbs. Mr. Joshi has participated in a number of exhibitions in India and has won many
awards and accolades for his commendable work.
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Mr. Jamna Lal Kumbhar - Terracotta, Molela, Rajsamand 2019

Mr. Jamna Lal Kumhar was born on the 11th July 1967 Rajsamand. He has been a traditional
Terracotta Art and Craft artist for the last 42 years. Over the past 30 years, Jamna Lal Kumhar has
participated in a number of exhibitions in India and overseas including the Kalagram Crafts Fair; the
National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad; the Academy of Fine Arts, Prague; He has received the
Rajasthan State Award and National Awards in 2013-14 and 2017-18. He was Honoured by the
Master Artisan of the Year in the 2nd International Crafts Awards 2018; A Certificate of participation
was presented to him at the 4th World Living Heritage Festival 2018 held at The City Palace,
Udaipur 2018; he won the Rajasthan State Gold Medal Award for folk art in Kalakand Art Contest
2018, Chandigarh.

Mr. Amrit Lal Sirohiya - Jems carving, Jaipur 2020

He received National Award from Ministry of Textile, Government of India in 2016 as the first
National Awardee in the field of gemstone carving art. As a confident and exceptional artist, he has
become a significant influence as a professional in the art of gemstone carving through his critical
insightand relentless effort. He was tutored by eminent masters in Jaipur and for the past 20 years, has
worked diversely and exclusively to preserve this traditional art form. He has tutored around 60 -65
young students under ‘The Creation of Gem Stone Carving Institute’. With his imagination and
creativity, artist has worked on a defined shape that highlights minute detail and reflects his talent
working with gemstones through the process of carving.
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Dagar Gharana Award
(Instituted in 1981-82)

Dhrupad and Dhammar are a very ancient style of
Gayaki which occupies an important place in th