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MMCF Diary

Maharana of
Mewar Charitable Foundation,

YES Institute and
Udaipur Municipal

Corporation are associated 
together to

preserve Living Heritage

Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation, Udaipur has 
always taken an initiative for perpetuation of its core values 
such as service to society and mankind also serves as a 
'temple of inspiration' for future generations. Therefore 
MMCF has taken its responsibility of preserving the 
remarkable tangible and intangible cultural heritage very 
seriously. This enormous responsibility is fulfilled through a 
comprehensive and informed set of initiatives, one of which 
is ‘Ahar’ Udaipur Heritage Walk.

'Ahar' Udaipur Heritge Walk is an initiative taken forward by 
Maharana of Mewar Charitable Foundation in conjunction 
with YES Institute and supported by Udaipur Municipal 
Corporation for which an tripartite MOU has been signed. 
MMCF in it's Outreach Programmes has encourage many 
such events. The Foundation has been continuing its pace 
further getting engrossed in these kinds of activities for the 
conservation and restoration of structures which are useful 
to spread and preserve Indian culture, to promote research 
pertaining to history and to give a platform for everybody 
who collaborated and has been a part of it to contribute 
towards “Living Heritage”.

The ‘Ahar’ Udaipur Heritage Walk is the story of the day’s 
bygone but still creating an impact on the present. ‘Ahar’ is 
one of the largest rural bronze age sites of Ahar-Banas 
Culture of South Rajasthan. It was represented by various 
stone structures, hearths, copper/bronze objects and 
evidence of smelting and then, for the first time, it was 
named ‘Ahar’ Culture. Beginning from the Ahar Mound, it is 
the story of the great culture that was found to be in the 
oldest layer of the excavation, dating back to the bronze age 
of The Indus Valley Civlization.  Then comes the Royal 
Cenotaphs (Mahasatya Ji), one of the largest cenotaph 

complexes among the other Medieval Rajput cenotaph 
covering an area of 3.02 hectare. The splendid architecture, 
beautiful Torans, Chattris and Chautras which recalls the 
contributions of the Maharanas of Mewar who lived here 
and devoted themselves for the good and betterment of the 
people. The walk continues through various walk spots, 
including Gangaudbhav Kund – which means the origin 
place of holy river Ganga and it is believed in Udaipur that 
river Ganga originated from here, Bhaktimati Meera Temple 
– built in 10th century has projected walls resting on high 
plinth and it is famous for its elevated plinth with intricate 
carvings and continuous panel of sculptures, Ahar Jain 
Temple – the first Teerthankara Aadinath, the 24th 
Mahaveera and a temple of Shantinatha and it ends to 
Traditional Musical Instruments Shops where traditional tie 
and die craftsmen inhabit and are still down the line 
carrying the valor in its tunes of the time that has passed but 
still remains in the air forever. This Heritage Walk is an 
initiative to further protect and promote crafts and folk art 
of Ahar.

The MMCF's goal is to be a world leader in heritage 
conservation and community inclusion. The Foundation 
often has to generate its own benchmarks for this goal. 
MMCF is keen to share its best-practice and conservation 
experience that has an ambitious knowledge transfer 
initiative in addition to its implementable conservation 
programme.
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Walk No. 1 : 5th February 2017 
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Dear Utesh,

At the outset, let me thank you for making me a part of the 
heritage walk we had this morning. I really enjoyed it and 
also loved the energy you all contribute to the promotion 
and conservation of our rich heritage. The walk was well 
arranged and guided by a professional that made the entire 
experience absorbing. Thank you.

Regards,

Bipin Chobhe

Managing Director, C.C Engineers Pvt. Ltd.

1087 Model Colony, Pune 411016, India

Cell: +91 9158555453

Guest Comments
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Walk No. 2 : 12th February 2017 
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Dear MMCF,

It was indeed a welcome step to start the Ahar Heritage Walk that too with the participation of MMCF+Yes Bank+UMC and 

tourist guides- such wide-spectrum participation will ensure its success. I had privilege of attending the premier as well as 

the next two Heritage Walks (HW) of this truly heritage site. I wish the Rajasthan Government Department of Archaeology & 

Museum is also “roped in” (yes, some persuasion and convincing would be needed for it), so that the Museum & Dhoolkot 

Excavations also become part of the HW-this office remains open on Sundays, office timing could be changed to 8:00 hr to 

13:00 hr.

 Ahar, also known as Ahaad, Anandpur, Aghatapur, Tambavati Nagri (Copper-Town) has pre-historic, proto-historic & historic 

aspects and its importance lies in the fact that Ayad is a STILL-SURVIVING habitation, although its contemporary Mohenjo-

Daro & Harappa went extinct long back. It ranks amongst the oldest “continuously inhabited” human settlements-as also 

the other Banas Basin habitations. Ayad has ancient civil structures like Gangodbhav Kund, Shiv Temple with water body 

around it, intricately carved Vishnu Temple, and celebrated Jain Temple Complex. It is well-known because of pre-historic 

(>4000 year-old) civilization buried under several layers of rapid-burial Ayad River flood-soil debris. Ayad was a flourishing 

trading town located on a centuries-old, well-trodden trade route of ancient Bharat. Ayad finds mention in Samraat Ashok’s 

(304-232 BCE) documents as an important source of revenue from metal resources (Pali-Ahaley) and was well connected to 

coastal Gujarat, Malwa & rest of Indian republics. Post-8th century references are aplenty. Ayad was capital of Mewar for 

nearly 200 year in 10-12 centuries when 17 Rawals ruled Mewad from here. This location deserves to be promoted as a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site (WHS). Since 1620 CE it also the Mahasatiya (the great-truth, cremation ground) of the Mewar 

Royals.

 I am also sharing two of my favorite images of this unique site.

Best wishes, 

Dr. Pushpendra Singh Ranawat

Former Professor, Dean Student Welfare, Chairman Sports Board & UGC-Emeritus Fellow Mohanlal Sukhadia University 

(MLSU), Udaipur

Guest Comments
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Walk No. 3 : 19th February 2017 
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Walk No. 4 : 26th February 2017 
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Walk No. 5 : 5th March 2017 
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Sir. 

I attended Ahar Heritage Walk on 5th March, Organized by Eternal Mewar and MMCF. It was an unforgettable experience. 
The knowledge which I got on this event was so useful and unique. The guide of this walk elaborated each and every thing in 
very detail and He discovered many unknown facts about Ahar civilization and Mahasatiya. I an making my friends aware of 
this event and I recommend that everyone must attend it. I admire the efforts done by Eternal Mewar and MMCF for the 
heritage of Udaipur. Hope this kind of activities will be continued. Thanks.

Anurag Mehta (Udaipur)

anurag_guitar@rediffmail.com

M.: +91 9414163915

Guest Comments
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Walk No. 6 : 12th March 2017 
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Sir

The heritage walk organised by Eternal Mewar on March 
12,2017 was a beautiful and fruitful experience. I got to 
know the history of cenotaphs, the kund, the temple of 
Meerabai; which I had never heard of, despite of living in the 
neighbourhood of Ahar. It added to my knowledge of 
history, culture, arts and architecture.

I would like to Thank you and Eternal Mewar trust for 
organising it and I would like to be a part of many more walks 
around the heritage of the city.

Regards!

Daksh Jain

B. Arch. 4th year

Dept. Of Architecture and town planning

M.B.M. Engineering College, Jodhpur

Address : 2-b, Adarsh Nagar, University road, Udaipur

Temporary address : Room no.28 Oswal Chhatrawas, near 
Mahavir complex, Targhar, Sardarpura C road, Jodhpur

7568912680

17.03.2017

Dear sir.

I was grateful to be a part of the walk organised by you. The 
information given and knowledge shared about our 
heritage was and beautiful.

As an architectural student I appreciate the work done by 
your team and thank you as it proved to be a really useful 
walk.

Thanking you,

Vipul Jain

B.Arch IV Year.

Department of Architecture and Town Planning,

M.B.M Engineering College, Jodhpur

Ph - 9982609826

17.03.2017

Hello!

'Ahar Udaipur Heritage Walk' is a great initiative. I attended 
the Heritage Walk on last sunday, i.e. March 12, 2017.Being 
a student of architecture and a resident of Udaipur, the 
experience was full of knowledge and of historical 
appreciation. Kudos to MMCF for taking such initiatives and 
good wishes for future endeavours.

Regards,

Kulgaurvi Singh Ranawat

B. Architecture (V Year)

M.B.M. Engineering College, JNVU

Jodhpur

18.03.2017

Guest Comments
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Walk No. 7 : 19th March 2017 
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Walk No. 8 : 26th March 2017 
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Walk No. 9 : 9th April 2017 
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Walk No. 10 : 16th April 2017 
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Walk No. 11 : 23rd April 2017 
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Walk No. 12 : 29th April 2017 
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