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Foreword
According to the study by UN-Habitat, between 1950 and 2010, the number of people living in urban areas has grown from 730 million 
to 3.5 billion. Since 2007, over half of the world population lives in urban areas and by 2050, this figure is expected to rise to 68 %. In 
India, the urban population increased from 17% in 1950 to 30 % in 2010; and by 2050, it will exceed 54%. Large cities have witnessed 
rapid growth and villages are rapidly growing into cities.  Udaipur, with its heritage core expanding into a growing city with population 
exceeding 500000 people is no exception to this sweeping urban development.    

Amid the pressure of infrastructure development and the requirement to respond to peoples immediate basic needs, it appeared 
nonetheless vital to step back and reflect whether we can build our future without respect to our heritage and if a development without 
its living heritage could really be sustainable.  Udaipur city,  a siege of Mewar culture, should definitively chose a path of heritage based 
development, if it wants to maintain its originality and appeal.          

The present concept paper documents Udaipur’s core heritage assets, both tangible and intangible, and explores a vision for a planned 
growth through the example of proposed Heritage Walk in the Bhattiyani Chowhatta. Such heritage walk, if implemented well, should 
serve as a model case to guide our reflection on a heritage based urban renewal. The paper was initially commissioned by UNESCO 
New Delhi under its Indian Heritage Cities Network programme in 2008 and now incorporates heritage initiatives and proposals 
prepared in collaborative workshops by IHCNF, MMCF, National School of Architecture of Strasbourg and various institutions such as  
BVCOA, Navi Mumbai and ENSAPLV, Paris.

On the occasion of the second edition of the World Living Heritage Festival in Udaipur in March 2014, we have decided to publish an 
updated version of this study. It will be our utmost pleasure if this publication contributes to the on-going debate on how a city should 
contribute to the promotion of its living heritage.  

Rajni Dangi
Mayor, Udaipur

Rathi Vinay Jha
Chairperson, IHCNF

Arvind Singh Mewar
Chairman and Managing Trustee
Maharana of Mewar Charitable 
Foundation
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